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Don't leave communities out in the cold on
planning
Thursday, 1 April 2010

ALGA Media Release
Address to the National Press Club
“In an address to the National Press Club today in Canberra,
the president of the Australian Local Government
Association, Cr Geoff Lake, warned governments to expect
a 'Your Rights at Home' campaign at the ballot box if they
continued to disregard community involvement in planning.
"To the development industry and state government
planning officials who believe planning can be done by the
application of a simple checklist or a statewide set of
principles - I say you are in la la land," Cr Lake said.
"The problem when developers and other levels of
government talk about planning reform is that they always
start from a position that community involvement in planning
decisions and local variance is bad and it ought to be
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…0/4/1_Dont_leave_communities_out_in_the_cold_on_planning.html

Page 1 of 2

SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

13/11/2014 10:21 pm

curtailed.
"State governments have been captured by a development
industry which has for months been running an orchestrated
smear campaign against community involvement in
planning.
"Local government won't lie down and let clumsy state
governments acting in concert with big developers strip out
community involvement from the planning process.
"We strongly believe that communities have a fundamental
right to have a say in how their neighbourhood develops.
And we will be unapologetic in defending that right."
Cr Lake also flatly rejected attempts by the other levels of
government to equate planning reform as action on
affordable housing.
"In the past few months we have seen all sorts of nonsense
about planning process reform being mixed into debates on
affordable housing.
"It may suit governments to talk about action on affordable
housing through reform of planning processes - as the
Treasurers did in their meeting last week - but it is the
biggest fraud going around in Australian politics and they
should be called to account on it."
Cr Lake also discussed the changing role for local
government in service delivery and highlighted the need for
funding and constitutional reform to put local government on
a more sustainable footing.
The speech is available at ALGA's website......”
http://australianlocalgovernmentassociation.cmail3.com/t/y/l/
odkthu/uixhddi/r
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SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

Labor Party scraps fund-raising event
Thursday, 1 April 2010

The Age by ROYCE MILLAR
“VICTORIAN Labor has scrapped or revamped some of its most lucrative
fund-raising events in a bid to spruce up its image and avert controversy
ahead of this year's state and federal elections.
But the party's fund-raising arm, Progressive Business, is still aiming for a
revenue record this year with an extensive schedule of breakfasts,
lunches, dinners and drinks sessions featuring state and federal MPs
including Deputy Prime Minister Julia Gillard and Premier John Brumby.
Senior Labor figures confirmed that the party's controversial annual
business forum had been cancelled, saying the government could not
guarantee that ministers, in their efforts to avoid controversy, would
attend.
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Last year the event sparked an outcry after The Age revealed that for a
fee of $5000, companies could buy exclusive, one-on-one sessions with
Mr Brumby and some ministers.
As recently as last month a version of the forum had been pencilled in for
August 5. Documents seen by The Age show that Progressive Business
had anticipated income of about $100,000 from the event.
Last night, ALP secretary Nick Reece confirmed that the forum had been
cancelled. But he insisted it had been cancelled due to an overcrowded
fund-raising calendar...........
..........Last night, a spokeswoman for Mr Brumby, Fiona Macrae, said
Progressive Business events were conducted with ''high standards and
strict probity arrangements''.
''PB has put in place a number of measures to ensure there is confidence
in the integrity of the forums and to protect against even a perceived
possibility of influence,'' she said.
"The Premier and Treasurer cannot participate in private meetings with
any individual or company with a live tender before government.".....”

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/labor-party-scraps-fundraising-event20100331-revi.html
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Mill protest
Thursday, 1 April 2010

The Star By Nicole Precel
30th March 2010 11:06:07 AM

“OUTRAGED residents have begun a series of protests
after the Planning Minister Justin Madden controversially
rezoned the Port Phillip Woollen Mill site.
The decision paves the way for construction of the 46.5metre residential development.
Mr Madden has announced that an independent advisory
committee would be appointed to oversee planning controls
of the 2.7 hectare former industrial site.
Residents are concerned that Evolve Development’s
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/4/1_Mill_protest.html
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proposed multi-million dollar project – that will be between
seven and 13 storeys – could impact on the maritime
manufacturing industry and the historical value of the area.
Mr Madden said the decision was made to provide “certainty
to the community” and to develop industry to encourage
investment, promote housing choice and secure jobs.
Save Williamstown spokesman Godfrey Moase says Mr
Madden’s announcement “doesn’t smell right”, particularly
after Hobsons Bay City Council had already appointed an
independent advisory panel to oversee the planning
application.
The group, which was pushing for sustainable and
appropriate development, cited timing as well as bypassing
council process as reasons for their concern with the
decision.
Hobsons Bay mayor Bill Tehan said the council was
concerned about the minister’s decision after the council,
through expert advice, had concluded the proposed height
was too high.
Mr Madden said existing height and heritage controls would
remain “in effect” and the council, community groups and
key land owners would be consulted on the development
through the advisory committee process.
Mr Moase told Williamstown residents that Mr Madden’s
decision was a “red rag in front of a bull”.
Colleen Hartland, Greens MP for Western Metropolitan
Region, said she would vote against Mr Madden’s
amendment in the upper house, to put council back in
charge.
Maritime Union of Australia president Kevin Bracken
said the residential rezoning could threaten ship
repairing industries and dockyards industries and “the
whole use of the area”.
..............”
http://www.starnewsgroup.com.au/story/87330
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SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

GAZETTED TODAY Amendment C75 Hobsons Bay
Planning Scheme
Thursday, 1 April 2010

Planning and Environment Act 1987

HOBSONS BAY PLANNING SCHEME AMENDMENT C75
EXPLANATORY REPORT
Who is the planning authority?
This amendment has been prepared by the Minister for Planning, who is
the planning authority for this amendment.
The amendment has been made at the request of Nelson Place Village
Pty Ltd.
Land affected by the amendment.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamst…ETTED_TODAY_Amendment_C75_Hobsons_Bay_Planning_Scheme.html
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The amendment applies to the land at part 2-10 Nelson Place (specifically
the land on the south west corner of Kanowna and Cecil Street) and 3-57
Nelson Place and is known as the Former Port Phillip Woollen Mills,
Williamstown. The site is also known as part precinct 20 within the
Hobsons Bay Industrial Land Management Study.
What the amendment does.
The amendment will rezone the land from Industrial 1 Zone and Special
Use Zone 5 to a Residential 1 Zone and apply an Environmental Audit
Overlay to the land.
Strategic assessment of the amendment
Why is the amendment required?
An amendment is required to ensure that the site can be redeveloped for
residential purposes (with appropriate site remediation). The rezoning will
give the developer and the community certainty about the type of
development that can occur on the site.
How does the amendment implement the objectives of planning in
Victoria? (S.4 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987)
The Amendment will achieve the objectives of planning in Victoria in
section 4 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 (the Act), in particular
section 4(1)(a), by providing for economic and sustainable use and
development of land in a fair manner, section 4(1)(e), by facilitating
development in accordance with the objectives in the preceding
subsections, and section 4(1)(g), in that it also balances the present, and,
in particular, future interests of all Victorians. It will also balance the
objectives of the planning framework, including the objectives in section
4(2)(c), 4(2)(e), 4(2)(g) and 4(2)(h).
How does the amendment address the environmental effects and any
relevant social and economic effects?
The amendment addresses any possible environmental affects through
the application of an Environmental Audit Overlay to the site. There are no
foreseen or economic social effects.
Does the amendment comply with the requirements of any Minister’s
Direction applicable to the amendment?
The amendment is consistent with the Ministerial Direction on the Form
and Content of Planning Schemes issued under section 7(5) of the Act.
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The amendment is affected by Ministerial Direction No 1 - Potentially
Contaminated Land. An environmental auditor appointed under the
Environment Protection Act 1970 has made a statement in accordance
with Part IXD of that Act that the environmental conditions are suitable for
the proposed use.
The amendment is affected by Ministerial Direction No 11 Strategic
Assessment of Amendments and complies with the requirements as set
out in this explanatory report.
The amendment is affected by Ministerial Direction No. 9 Metropolitan
Strategy pursuant to Section 12(2)(a) of the Planning and Environment
Act 1987. Under this direction, a planning scheme amendment must have
regard to the Metropolitan Strategy. In accordance with this Direction, the
Metropolitan Strategy has been considered as follows:
The most relevant aspects of the Metropolitan Strategy are:
Direction No 1 ‘A more compact city’
o Policy 1.3 ‘Locate a substantial proportion of new housing in or close
to activity centres and other strategic redevelopment sites that offer
good access to services and transport.’
Direction No 5 ‘A great place to be’
o Policy 5.1 ‘Promote good urban design to make the environment
more liveable and attractive’.
o Policy 5.5 ‘Promote excellent neighbourhood design to create
attractive, walkable and diverse communities’.
The amendment is consistent with these directions, and will assist in the
implementation of the Metropolitan Strategy in that it will support the
timely consideration of a development plan to achieve these objectives in
the redevelopment of the site.
How does the amendment support or implement the State Planning Policy
Framework
In addition to the general principles of land use and development planning
set out at Clause 11 of the State Planning Policy Framework, Clause 12 of
the SPPF contains specific objectives and strategies for metropolitan
Melbourne, which implements the strategic directions of Melbourne 2030.
Also relevant are Clause 14.0 Settlement and Clause 17.01 Activity
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamst…ETTED_TODAY_Amendment_C75_Hobsons_Bay_Planning_Scheme.html
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Centres, The Amendment is consistent with, and implements, these
aspects of state planning policy.
How does the amendment support or implement the Local Planning Policy
Framework.
The Residential 1 Zone and Environmental Audit Overlay include matters
that compliment the Municipal Strategic Statement and the Local Planning
Policies in the planning scheme. These matters include:
Clause 21.06-1 – Residential
The residential areas will provide a choice of housing types to meet the
needs of the diverse households in the municipality. Dwelling styles and
designs will contribute to preferred neighbourhood character by
harmonising with existing buildings and also by architectural innovation,
uniqueness and excellence.
Clause 22.02 – Industry
The application of an Environmental Audit Overlay will ensure that any
potential effects from the previous industrial uses of the site will be
addressed to allow for effective implementation of Hobsons Bay Industrial
Land Management Strategy.
Does the amendment make proper use of the Victoria Planning
Provisions.
The amendment request utilises the appropriate planning tools within the
Victorian Planning Provisions to ensure that the strategic direction and
opportunities for the site can be achieved within the appropriate planning
framework offered by the Victorian Planning Provisions. In that regard the
amendment applies the following zone and overlay controls onto the site:
Residential 1 Zone
Environmental Audit Overlay
How does the amendment address the views of any relevant agency.
There are no agencies whose views are required to be considered as part
of this amendment process. The views of any relevant agency will be
taken into account, where necessary, during the consideration of any
development plan application.
What impact will the new planning provisions have on the resource and
administrative costs of the responsible authority.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamst…ETTED_TODAY_Amendment_C75_Hobsons_Bay_Planning_Scheme.html
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There will be no impact to the Responsible Authority.
Where you may inspect this Amendment.
The amendment is available for public inspection, free of charge, during
office hours at the following places:
Hobsons Bay Civic Centre 115 Civic Parade Altona.
The amendment can also be inspected free of charge at the Department
of Planning and Community Development web site at
http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/planning/publicinspection.
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State planning system is bankrupt
Friday, 2 April 2010

From Letters in The Age by Miles Lewis, faculty of architecture,
University of Melbourne
This letter makes an important statement “If the controls are to be set
aside, then the government should reacquire the site at current value,
and then auction it with the controls removed.”
If applied to the Port Phillip Woollen Mills in Williamstown situation, then
the community could benefit from the minister’s decision to rezone this
land residential. But the minister at a stroke of a pen changes industrial
land from a value of about $400 per sq metre to residential land value
of $2000 per sq metre and the land owner can walk away with a tens of
million dollar profit. Why doesn’t Williamstown or even the State reap
the financial benefit for the extra stress such developments place on
the community. Such is the minister’s largess. It seems that the
pendulum has swung too much in favour of the individual developer
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/4/2_State_planning_system_is_bankrupt.html
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profiting at the community expense.

-----------------------------“THE controversy over the redevelopment of the Windsor Hotel has
demonstrated once again the bankruptcy of the planning system in
Victoria. The issue is a town planning one: it is not about whether the
design of the new building looks nice.
If planning means anything at all, it means holding a sustained vision
for the future, adhering to that vision consistently over time, and
modifying it only for demonstrably sound reasons, rather than for shortterm gain or political expediency.
The Windsor site was bought by the government in the 1970s, and
leased and then sold to the Oberoi group subject to conservation
controls. So we taxpayers sacrificed money, because we received a
price based on the reduced development potential. Every subsequent
owner has bought the site on the understanding that those
development rights have been removed, and that we now own them.
If the controls are to be set aside, then the government should
reacquire the site at current value, and then auction it with the controls
removed.
The argument that increased capacity is necessary to run an
international standard hotel is ridiculous. The Windsor has been and
can be of international standard. You could operate an international
standard hotel in that prime location even if were two storeys high. The
hotel only becomes uneconomic if you value the site so highly that you
have to increase the financial return to cover that notional investment.
And that is a circular argument.........”

http://www.theage.com.au/opinion/politics/lost-in-a-state-of-confusion20100404-rlk1.html
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Tower approved for Camberwell
Friday, 2 April 2010

The Age by MARIKA DOBBIN
“CAMBERWELL residents say they are devastated that their railway
station will be home to Melbourne's ''ugliest tower'', after the state
planning tribunal overruled community opposition to the proposal.
New architectural drawings from developer Tenterfield show revised plans
for a nine-storey building, including 118 apartments, which the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal approved this week.
The station redevelopment was one of the first high-profile planning
disputes to arise when the state government released its Melbourne 2030
plan to boost urban housing density..........
.......The Boorondara Residents Action Group said the development would
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/4/2_Tower_approved_for_Camberwell.html
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be a ''scar on the face of Camberwell''.
''After a decade of vocal and unrelenting opposition, VCAT will inflict this
insult to good taste on a lovely heritage area,'' spokeswoman Mary Drost
said. ''The people of Camberwell are weeping for what they will lose.''
Boorondara mayor Jack Wegman said the council and community wanted
a three or four-storey development with a large plaza.
''No one was ever against redevelopment, it was just the scale, and we
think this will look like the Titanic against the landscape,'' he said.......”

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/tower-approved-for-camberwell20100401-ri8p.html

See this site for more about planning issues in other suburbs and the city
http://www.marvellousmelbourne.org/drupal/
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100's of angry Williamstown residents protest
development 29 March 2010
Friday, 2 April 2010

by Marvellous Melbourne
“100's of angry residents have marched on Williamstown’s Nelson Place to
protest against a proposed tower development they fear will “destroy” the
suburb.”

See Video of ABC Victoria newsitem here:
http://vimeo.com/10524759
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Justin Madden Interview: John Clarke & Bryan Dawe
Friday, 2 April 2010

John Clarke and Bryan Dawe, regulars on ABC 7.30 Report
3 July 2008.... And it could still be applicable 2 years later.......
From: www.marvellousmelbourne.org - “Justin Madden often gives
interviews but rarely listens to anyone.... except his boss. John Clarke and
Bryan Dawe stepping to help Madden explain how he expects to use
Melbourne as a building site.....”
Also see YouTube Video of
Justin Madden Interview: John Clarke & Bryan Dawe
at
http://www.youtube.com/user/melbournespace?gl=AU&hl=en-GB
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Respect the West: “.. Madden makes decisions off his
own bat..”
Friday, 2 April 2010

Dishonest & Incompetent: Justin Madden Must be Sacked
Respect the West site February 26, 2010
http://respectthewest.wordpress.com/2010/02/26/dishonest-incompetentjustin-madden-must-be-sacked/
“Justin Madden was the first Victorian MP to be censured in decades over
the Brimbank scandal but Brumby, true to form when it comes to
openness, transparency and accountability, did nothing.
Madden has spent the ensuing months attacking the community at every
turn by removing planning objections on dozens of projects of community
interest, and labeling concerned residents as ‘politically motivated’ and
‘NIMBY’ snobs. When residents cry foul of Madden’s appalling decisions,
he lashes out and attacks the community he is supposed to represent.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…ct_the_West__.._Madden_makes_decisions_oﬀ_his_own_bat...html
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Yesterday confirmed what the community knew all along. Madden makes
decisions off his own bat and all the requests for community submissions,
council input and community consultation – are a complete sham. No
matter how good or bad a project is and no matter what the impact is on
local residents, Madden does as he pleases..................”

http://respectthewest.wordpress.com/2010/02/26/dishonest-incompetentjustin-madden-must-be-sacked/
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Lost in a state of confusion
Monday, 5 April 2010

The Age by Jason Dowling
“Planning is a difficult portfolio, but this does not excuse poor performance
and lack of vision.
PLANNING in Victoria is a mess. From home owners facing lengthy
delays to get approval from councils for home alterations to government
intervention to approve massive apartment developments and the
movement of Melbourne's urban growth boundary (surely a misnomer) confusion reigns.
Planning is always a difficult portfolio, but that does not excuse poor
performance and policy or a lack of vision. The Labor government is up to
its fourth planning minister in Justin Madden. Two previous ministers John Thwaites and Mary Delahunty - have left Parliament. Madden may
have wished he had joined them.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/4/5_Lost_in_a_state_of_confusion.html

Page 1 of 3

SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

13/11/2014 10:25 pm

With planning in Victoria at a 10-year low point, Madden's ministerial
position has probably been saved only by the looming November state
election. The former architect and Carlton ruckman is an amiable person
who performed well as sports minister and Commonwealth Games
minister - but as planning minister his performance has been woeful.........
.......
Home owners wading through the council approval process to renovate
suburban homes are scratching their heads at ministerial intervention to
fast-track multi-storey apartment developments. Some would argue that it
is now easier to build a block of flats than a new bedroom.
The use of ''call-ins'' by the Planning Minister - by which he uses his
power to take over an application - has become the favoured planning tool
for this government. This is a sign of failure. How can the community have
any confidence in this process?
And despite the government promising ''decisions will be transparent and
community views will continue to be sought'', the reason one project is
''called in'' over another largely remains a mystery outside of scant three
or four-page statements citing consistency with planning policy.
Brumby said in February last year there were 1876 pending applications
before VCAT, so how does the government decide which ones will be
given the green light? The fact that ministers, including Madden, are
hosting expensive boardroom lunches for Labor's fund-raising arm,
Progressive Business, that allow anyone with enough money to get in a
minister's ear raises serious questions in an environment where the
government is approving multimillion-dollar property developments.
.........
Victorians should know which developers are donating to the Labor Party,
and when. When did Victoria fall behind Queensland in political
transparency?
Many of the projects chosen for fast-tracking in Victoria have also
employed lobbyists with strong links to the Labor Party. On a recent visit
to the Planning Minister's office, I encountered high-profile Hawker Britton
lobbyist and former Labor minister David White in the waiting room........”

http://www.theage.com.au/opinion/politics/lost-in-a-state-of-confusion20100404-rlk1.html
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Leaked memo overlooked in Windsor report
'whitewash'
Wednesday, 7 April 2010

The Age by Sarah-Jane Collins
“INDEPENDENT auditors investigating the approval process for the
Windsor hotel redevelopment did not look into the leaked media plan at
the centre of the hotel scandal, according to the company responsible for
the report.
Stephen Marks, director of probity services for RSM Bird Cameron, was
called in to examine the approval process after details of Planning
Minister Justin Madden's media adviser Peta Duke's memo were
accidentally leaked to the media.
The memo outlined a sham public consultation process that would end
with the planning application being rejected.
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After it was leaked, Mr Madden promised a probity auditor would look into
the integrity of the decision-making process.
.........
Greens MP Greg Barber asked: ''So there was a cloud put over the
decision making … and you never straight up asked [the department] if
they had a ministerial adviser on the phone suggesting that we want this
to go a certain way?''
''It wasn't part of my brief,'' Mr Marks replied.
Jason Agnoletto from PricewaterhouseCoopers said his firm had also
looked into the decision-making process, but not Ms Duke's memo. ''We
did not consider controls and processes performed by the Minister for
Planning's office,'' he said.
............”
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/leaked-memo-overlooked-in-windsorreport-whitewash-20100406-rpes.html
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Fury on Williamstown site grab
Wednesday, 7 April 2010

Hobsons Bay City Council did not hold up this application and the
community has never been invited to make any submissions on
this development application.
This article in Hobsons Bay Leader shows what we are having to
deal with. The minister,Justin Madden, says he met with the
councillors nine months ago. HOWEVER what he neglects to
say is that the developer had not put in an acceptable application
to Hobsons Bay City Council until seven months ago (August
2009) because the earlier material had been an incomplete
application and URBIS on behalf of Nelson Place Village Pty Ltd
was required to supply a proper complete planning scheme
amendment application.
Council reviewed the application and sent it out to an
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/4/7_Fury_on_Williamstown_site_grab.html
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independent architectural firm for review and had the application
presented (with officer reports and the independent review) to
Council in 3 months - this is not exactly a process that was held
up by council. On this basis the minister is trying to blame
council for holding up the process and has decided to rezone and
appoint a panel. The minister accepted the request of the
developer Nelson Place Village Pty Ltd with NO reference to the
council or the community.
In fact the community has never been permitted to make formal
submissions on this development proposal and that is why the
community is very angry and mistrustful that we will suddenly
have high rise towers in the heritage area of Williamstown with
the decision being made in VCAT as has happened with
Camberwell station development.

Hobsons Bay Leader by James Twining
“HOBSONS Bay Council has rejected claims by Planning Minister
Justin Madden that it was too slow to act on rezoning the former Port
Phillip Woollen Mills site in Williamstown.
Mr Madden used his ministerial powers to rezone the site, bound by
Nelson Place and Kanowna St, from industrial to residential on March
26, effectively pulling rank on the council.
The minister said he acted because the council hadn’t been able to
resolve the rezoning quickly enough.
An independent panel will now advise him on what would be
appropriate height and density controls for the prime piece of real
estate.
Mr Madden said councillors had taken too long to approve it after he
met them last July.
“I met with the council some nine months ago and asked them to
resolve the matter as quickly as possible,” Mr Madden said.
“So it is important when we’re looking towards having more housing ...
that we move on these sooner rather than later.
“It has been my expectation the council would have been able to
resolve (this) at the earliest possible time.”
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But Cr Angela Altair defended the council’s timing.
“In his public announcement the Planning Minister failed to
acknowledge that Hobsons Bay Council has considered the proposal in
a timely and professional manner,” she said.
“We took the time necessary to gather further information from the
proponent and to consult with the community.”
Mayor Bill Tehan said that given the proposal’s complexities it couldn’t
be rushed.
“The council gave the application high priority, considering its potential
impact on the community and shipbuilding operations,” Cr Tehan said.
“Despite the application’s complexity and scale, the council was able to
commission expert advice, consider and make a decision within three
months of receiving all the documentation.”
Cr Tehan said they would now have their say on the site through the
advisory committee.
A separate planning permit is required if the developer wants to build on
the newly-zoned residential site.
Evolve Developments wants to build an apartment village with four
towers on the site, the highest up to 46.5 metres.
As previously reported, Mr Madden’s decision sparked an angry
response from some Williamstown residents, who protested at the site
last Monday.
Greens MP Colleen Hartland said she would try to move a disallowance
motion in Parliament this week in a bid to put the council back in control
of the planning process........”
http://hobsons-bay-leader.whereilive.com.au/news/story/fury-onwilliamstown-mill-site-grab/
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Council delay disputed
Thursday, 8 April 2010

Article in The Advertiser
by Goya Bennett
“PLANNING Minister Justin Madden has said he decided to
rezone the Port Phillip Woollen Mill site because Hobsons
Bay Council was stalling.
But an examination of the planning chronology tells another
story.
The minister's controversial move unleashed fury among
residents, who fear the rezoning will pave the way for a 13storey development.
Applicant Nelson Place Village Pty Ltd has submitted plans
for four residential towers and townhouses that would
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/4/8_Council_delay_disputed.html
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accommodate a number equal to 10per cent of
Williamstown's population.
On March 27 last year, the council requested an application
to rezone the site and increase height controls to 16 storeys.
On April 30, the council requested further information from
the developer.
More than three months later, on August 7, the developer
supplied that information. On December 1, the council voted
not to support the rezoning amendment based on the 13storey development plans.
The council wrote to Mr Madden on December 4, seeking
his help in "convening a meeting with stakeholders to
progress the amendment".
On January 22, the council sent another letter reiterating its
request for help.
On March 5, the council sent Mr Madden the third letter in
as many months, again requesting his help in organising a
meeting. On March 26, Mr Madden issued a press release
announcing the site had been rezoned. Williamstown Ward
councillor Angela Altair said the council had acted
professionally. "In his public announcement following the
residential rezoning of the land and advising that an
independent advisory committee will be appointed, the
planning minister failed to acknowledge that Hobsons Bay
City Council has considered the proposal in a timely and
professional manner.
"We took the time necessary to gather further information
from the proponent and consult with the community."
Mayor Bill Tehan said the council took three months to make
its decision - to refuse the amendment - after receiving all
information from the developer. "The council gave the
application high priority, considering its potential impact on
the community and shipbuilding operations.
"Despite the application's complexity and scale, the council
was able to commission expert advice, consider and make a
decision within three months of receiving all the
documentation."
Save Williamstown spokesman Godfrey Moase said the
council's reputation had been tarnished, while the minister's
actions could set a negative precedent for the rest of
Victoria. "Hobsons Bay City Council has dealt with the site in
a prompt and professional manner, while the balance of the
delay has been with the developers.
"The Port Phillip Woollen Mill experience has shown us that
development applications can be taken away from council
due to 'delay' regardless of which actor is responsible.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/4/8_Council_delay_disputed.html
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"This could provide an incentive for developers to not work
in good faith with local authorities in future.
"The public policy implications for the rest of Victoria, not
just for us in Hobsons Bay, are troubling. I am also
disappointed that the reputation of our local councillors and
council administration have been needlessly tarnished."
Mr Madden did not respond to this reporter's queries by
deadline.
■Australian Local Government Association president Geoff
Lake has warned governments to expect a 'Your Rights at
Home' campaign at the ballot box if they continue to
disregard community involvement in planning.........

A Save Williamstown meeting and workshop will be held at
Seaworks Tavern on Saturday at 1pm. Details:
savewilliamstown.net........”
http://www.themail.com.au/news/local/news/general/councildelay-disputed/1796036.aspx?storypage=0
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Draft Terms of Reference for the Minister’s
Advisory Committee
Thursday, 8 April 2010

The draft terms of reference can be viewed and
downloaded.
In summary - the timetable is that council has 10 days from
26th March to comment on the draft terms of reference. The
community is not invited to comment on the terms of
reference. If adopted the committee will invite submissions
from a specified list of organisations. After hearings the
report to the minister must be presented in 8 weeks.

http://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/Files/Letter_from_Minister
_for_Planning_and_Draft_Advisory_Committee_Terms_of_
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…t_Terms_of_Reference_for_the_Ministers_Advisory_Committee.html
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Reference.pdf
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Trust takes legal action on Windsor
Friday, 9 April 2010

“THE National Trust has launched legal action against
Planning Minister Justin Madden over his controversial
decision to approve the Windsor Hotel redevelopment.
The trust is seeking a review of Mr Madden's decision,
arguing the $260 million project, which includes a 91-metre
tower behind the building, will damage the significance of
the hotel's heritage precinct.
Documents lodged with the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal, seen by The Age, assert that the
redevelopment breaches heritage and height controls.
''The proposed tower is out of context to the surrounding
built form and will adversely affect the cultural heritage and
significance of the Bourke Hill precinct,'' the application to
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/4/9_Trust_takes_legal_action_on_Windsor.html
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VCAT states.
Mr Madden approved the redevelopment last month,
following a scandal over a leaked media plan that suggested
manipulating public opinion to halt the project. A
parliamentary inquiry is investigating the project's approval
and the media plan........”
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/trust-takes-legal-actionon-windsor-20100408-rv3x.html
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Colleen Hartland moves disallowance motion
in Victoria State Parliament at 5pm today
Tuesday, 13 April 2010

The Minister Justin Madden tabled the rezoning of the
Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Site today in parliament and
Colleen Hartland has moved that it be disallowed.
Save Williamstown members and supporters are all invited
to the steps of parliament tomorrow morning (14th April) at
8.45am followed by attendence in the Public Gallery of the
Legislative Council when the motion is debated sometime
after 10am.
The debate can be heard on Parliamentary radio
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/hansard/live/
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…llowance_motion_in_Victoria_State_Parliament_at_5pm_today.html
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The debate will centre on the lack of community consultation
and protection of the internationally significant Shipyards,
local industry and heritage
WE HOPE TO SEE MANY SUPPORTERS THERE.
Please let your Facebook Friends, Twittering Colleages and
email contacts know.....................
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Save WIlliamstown Meeting & Workshop
Saturday, 10 April 2010

Save Williamstown held a large public meeting at the Tavern
at Seaworks today at 1pm.
The residential rezoning by the minister without reference to
Council and the Community is of huge concern. Also the
proposed consultation of the minister’s advisory committee
with only community organisations and probably precluding
individual submissions has stunned our community.
Colleen Hartland presented to the meeting detailing how
and why the Greens will move to disallow the Minister’s
decision to rezone the Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill
residential.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…ntries/2010/4/10_Save_WIlliamstown_Meeting_%26_Workshop.html
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Joan Kirner ex Premier and Wade Noonan, local member
who has vowed to stand shoulder to shoulder with his
community, were both unable to attend but sent their
apologies.
We also had a large number of apologies because the
meeting coincided with Williamstown playing Collingwood!!
Godfrey Moase spoke at the meeting about future strategies
to protect Williamstown from the 46.5 metre residential
towers which the developer is still expecting to be approved.
He said that jobs infrastructure and heritage were important
issues as well as height and density. In the interests of
democratic process, Save Williamstown will attempt to
represent the whole community by collating all submissions
if individual submissions are not part of the Terms of
Reference of the minister’s advisory committee.
First steps are to try to overturn the minister’s zoning
decision and those present supported Colleen Hartland. To
demonstrate our support on Wednesday at 9am on the
steps of Parliament House Save Williamstown will rally. This
is assuming the MInister does table his changes to the
planning scheme on Tuesday.
Second step is for the community to write to ministers and
members of the Legislative Council in the Parliament of
Victoria and complain about the process (CONTACT
DETAILS INCLUDING POSTAL ADDRESSES FOR THE
MEMBERS OF LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL YOU SHOULD
WRITE TO.pdf). A full list of members of the legislative
council in MS word format can be downloaded here LCMemlist_2010-03-10.doc and an email list MLC emails.doc
Third step is for the community to organise itself to make
submissions to the minister’s advisory committee. Copies of
all submissions should be sent to Save Williamstown c/o PO
Box 141, Williamstown to enable Save Williamstown to do a
full submission of everyone’s views.
Fourthly, it was also decided by the meeting to have a Mass
Funeral Rally depicting the Death of Democracy.
For further information about the meeting and who to
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…ntries/2010/4/10_Save_WIlliamstown_Meeting_%26_Workshop.html
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contact click the pwoerpoint presentation below:
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Liberals support big business developers and
the Minister after previous censures
Wednesday, 14 April 2010

Report by Charmian Gaud
Colleen Hartland MLC moved to disallow the Minister’s
zoning decision to make the Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill
Site “Residential”. Unbelievably the Liberal/Nationals who
have passed two censure motions on the Minister, lined up
on the benches with the ALP to dismiss the Green’s Motion.
Despite Colleen presenting important information about how
the Minister has rezoned land which is mapped as part of
the WIlliamstown Shipyard Site in parliamentary records, the
upper house did nothing to rectify this error and protect the
shipyards. The shipyards are specifically covered by the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…iness_developers_and_the_Minister_after_previous_censures.html
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Planning and Environment Act 1987 and thus the minister
should not have rezoned land contained in the Williamstown
Shipyard Site.
The Liberals, including Bernie Finn (who represents
Western Metropolitan electorate) and who we were hoping
would support the Williamstown industrial issues, chose to
ignore the shipyards, the very substance of the motion. The
only member to even say the word shipyards was Colleen
Hartland (32 times in her speech!) BUT neither
Liberal/National nor ALP politiicians said “shipyards” once...
The Liberals concentrated on a virulent attack on the
Williamstown Communtiy and attack the motion on grounds
that Joan Kirner and Steve Bracks were being NIMBY in not
wanting high rise. Little credence was offered to the fact
that the community were saying that NO CONSULTATION
had taken place and that the land adjacent to the
“Shipyards” needed special consideration and that that
represented important jobs in Williamstown Melbourne and
Victoria.
The motion was not about high rise and neither was the
minister’s decision but the Liberal/Naitonals chose to ignore
the substance of the motion and thus support their
developer and big business friends. This was a
disappointing day because the protection of the shipyards
which is spelt out in the Planning and Environment Act 1987
as amended was TOTALLY ignored.
A link to Hansard (Draft 14 April 2010)
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/downloadhansard/pdf/Coun
cil/FebJun%202010/Council%20Daily%20Extract%2014%20April%
202010%20from%20Book%205.pdf so that those who are
able to stomach the attacks on the community of
Williamstown can read what the MLC members really said.
Text relating to the Williamstown Rezoning here
Democracy is certainly dead and we need to Rally on 8th
May to show that Williamstown will not take this minister’s
decision lying down...
-Download the Flyer here
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Boom ahoy for the Bay
Tuesday, 20 April 2010

The Leader
“Work starts on $300m Williamstown destroyer keels
contract.
WILLIAMSTOWN’S role in a project that will bolster
Australia’s naval force is gathering pace. BAE Systems
started major works last Thursday on its $300 million
contract to build keel blocks for three Hobart class air
warfare destroyers, the first of which will be floating in four
years’ time.
Defence Materiel and Science Minister Greg Combet and
Victorian Industry and Trade Minister Jacinta Allen visited
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/4/20_Boom_ahoy_for_the_Bay.html
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the Williamstown shipyards to mark the milestone.
Local shipbuilders will construct 12 of the 31 blocks,
including hull machinery components and complex bow and
stern sections.
The other blocks will be built in South Australia and
Newcastle. The finished modules will be shipped to a central
assembly yard in Osborne, South Australia, where the
warships are then fitted out. Once commissioned, the AWDs
will be used for air defence, escorts and peacetime and
diplomatic missions. Mr Combet said the AWD Alliance was
the biggest single procurement of defence infrastructure in
Australia’s history.
‘‘This is an important milestone for the project and equally
important for the local community at Williamstown,’’ Mr
Combet said.
Ms Allen said the project had retained jobs in the
Williamstown shipyards.
‘‘Already this project has created 400 jobs in Williamstown
and cemented the shipyard’s reputation as Australia’s most
qualified builder of naval vessel modules,’’ she said.
Williamstown state Labor MP Wade Noonan said the
benefits would flow for ‘‘ many years to come’’.
‘‘The most pleasing aspect of this contract is that BAE is
employing young people into apprenticeships and creating
hundreds of new jobs for local workers,’’ he said.
Williamstown’s shipbuilders will also work on a $500 million
contract to build 30,000 tonne Canberra class amphibious
ships, the two largest warships ordered by the Royal
Australian Navy. Gellibrand federal Labor MP Nicola Roxon,
who was absent due to health portfolio commitments in
Sydney last Thursday, also celebrated the start of work,
lauding its benefits for the Williamstown economy..

See electronic version of the Leader
http://leader.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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Tower foes lose the fight
Tuesday, 20 April 2010

The Leader by James Twining.
“Now they’ll ‘bury’ local democracy at Williamstown protest
AN attempt to put Hobsons Bay Council back in control of a
land rezoning application has failed.
Western Metropolitan Greens MP Colleen Hartland lost a
disallowance motion in the Parliament last Wednesday that
would have blocked Planning Minister Justin Madden’s
decision to step in and rezone the former Port Phillip
Woollen Mill site in Williamstown from industrial/special use
to residential zoning.
The council had been considering the rezoning application –
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/4/20_Tower_foes_lose_the_fight.html
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which included developer’s plans for an apartment village
with towers up to 16 storeys – before the minister suddenly
announced on March 26 an independent panel would be
established to advise him on development controls for the
site.
The existing height overlay allows for only three storeys.
Ms Hartland’s motion was lost 4 to 34, with DLP Western
Victoria MP Peter Kavanagh the only nonGreens MP to
support it.
.........
Northern Metropolitan Greens MP Greg Barber said many
debating the motion had missed the point.
‘‘The City of Hobsons Bay had its final say and the minister
is now seeking to override it,’’ he said.
‘‘At the end of the day there are only two options: either the
minister is going to have the final say (on the rezoning) or
Hobsons Bay City Council is going to have the final say.’’
Godfrey Moase, spokesman for anti-towers group Save
Williamstown, said he was disappointed with the result. He
said the group would host a ‘‘public funeral for local
democracy’’ on May 8 in Williamstown, starting noon at
Commonwealth Reserve.

See electronic version of the Leader
http://leader.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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Hobsons Bay Council’s Response to the
Terms of Reference
Friday, 16 April 2010

The response to the Terms of Reference for the Minister’s
Advisory Committee sent on 7th April can be viewed below.
It makes important statements to do with “mixed use
residential”, neighbouring stakeholders and community
involvement in the hearing. So the community now has to
await the minister’s statement with the final Terms of
Reference and the schedule for submissions.
RESPONSE by COUNCIL
http://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/Files/Amendment_C75_F
ormer_Port_Phillip_Woollen_Mill_Advisory_Committee_Ter
ms_of_Reference.pdf
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Minister’s Draft Terms of Reference letter to Council is no
longer on links on the Council Website but you can
download Draft Terms of Ref.pdf
or try this previous link
http://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/Files/Letter_from_Minister
_for_Planning_and_Draft_Advisory_Committee_Terms_of_
Reference.pdf
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Greens move motion against Planning
Minister
Friday, 16 April 2010

ABC News Victoria
“The Greens will today seek to move a disallowance motion
in the Upper House against the Planning Minister Justin
Madden to strip him of control over a high-profile
development at Williamstown.
Mr Madden has intervened in the plan, which includes a 13storey tower near Williamstown's old woollen Mill site.
Opponents of the plan say the building will change the
character of the surrounding area.
Greens MP Greg Barber says planning discretion must be
returned to the local council.
He says Mr Madden's powers must be curbed.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…s/2010/4/16_Greens_move_motion_against_Planning_Minister.html
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"He's the absolute intervention king, and I've lost count of
the number of times he's stuck his nose into a local planning
permit or planning scheme, but there's no checks and
balances around him, except for the Parliament, and today's
vote is an example," he said.
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2010/04/14/2872160.htm
?site=news
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Nelson Place: Rezoning motion fails
Thursday, 15 April 2010

The Advertiser by Goya Bennett.
“A GREENS' motion to disallow Planning Minister Justin
Madden's controversial rezoning of a Williamstown industrial
site has failed to get up in State Parliament.
Greens upper house MP Colleen Hartland today challenged
the residential rezoning of the former Port Phillip Woollen
Mills in Nelson Place.
The disallowance motion failed after the Liberals and Labor
voted against three Greens’ MPs and the DLP’s Peter
Kavanagh.
A Greens' source said 19 Labor members and 17 Liberal
MPs "basically had to sit in each others' laps" to cram into
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/4/15_Nelson_Place__Rezoning_motion_fails.html
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half the parliamentary chamber....?
http://www.themail.com.au/article.aspx?id=1804125#
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Mill site: Petrol giant against towers
development
Wednesday, 21 April 2010

The Advertiser - front page
“PETROLEUM giant ExxonMobil has backed Williamstown
residents in their fight against a high-density residential
development on the former Port Phillip Woollen Mill site.
Nelson Place Village Pty Ltd has submitted plans for four
towers up to 13 storeys high, comprising 328 dwellings, and
84 three-storey townhouses.
State Planning Minister Justin Madden last month paved the
way for a residential development by rezoning the former
industrial site, overruling an earlier decision by Hobsons Bay
Council.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…0/4/21_Mill_site__Petrol_giant_against_towers_development.html
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ExxonMobil spokeswoman Rebecca Arnold said Mr
Madden's decision was inappropriate.
"The site is in close proximity to the Mobil-operated Port
Gellibrand dock, which the Altona refinery uses for the
storage and transportation of crude oil and petroleum
product," she said.
"Under the previous zoning, the former mill site has served
as an effective and important buffer between industrial
premises such as the dock, other industrial operators and
the nearby residential area.
"In our view, the state government should support the
general principle that any development proposal that
significantly increases residential population density in the
neighbourhood immediately surrounding a petroleum
handling/storage facility such as Port Gellibrand dock should
not be accepted."
The Nelson Place Village proposal, if it proceeds, would
house 10per cent of Williamstown's population.
The most recent spill at Williamstown occurred in August
when a ship discharging crude oil at Gellibrand Pier lost its
moorings due to gusty winds.
Ms Arnold said Mobil was now at VCAT fighting a highdensity residential development near its Yarraville terminal.
"Mobil also understands that WorkSafe Victoria maintains
that it is inappropriate to introduce high-density residential
developments in such close proximity to a licensed major
hazard facility," she said.
Residents against the mill development could also have a
powerful ally in global defence company BAE Systems,
which operates the adjoining shipyard employing about
1300 people.
Spokesman Simon Latimer could only say BAE had not yet
finalised its submission to an independent advisory
committee to be appointed by the government.
"We are considering the interface issues between the
proposed development and our maritime operations at
Williamtown," he said.
Applicant spokesman, Evolve Development managing
director Ashley Williams, said the buffer zone of about
300metres complied with all requirements.....”
http://www.themail.com.au/news/local/news/general/millsite-petrol-giant-against-towersdevelopment/1808702.aspx#
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Mill site: Funeral planned
Wednesday, 21 April 2010

The Advertiser - by Goya Bennett
“DEMOCRACY is dead, say Williamstown residents
objecting to Planning Minister Justin Madden's controversial
rezoning of an industrial site in Nelson Place.
A Greens' motion to disallow the residential rezoning of the
former Port Phillip Woollen Mills in Nelson Place last week
failed to get up in Parliament.
Save Williamstown spokesman Godfrey Moase said the
residents' lobby group would hold a public funeral for 'local
democracy'.
The procession will start at noon on May 8, with participants
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/4/21_Mill_site__Funeral_planned.html
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walking from Commonwealth Reserve to a former morgue in
Williamstown.
"I am disgusted that the developers are using a genuine
community need for affordable and decent housing to
attempt to push through 16-storey-high panoramic views of
the bay," Mr Moase said.
"This proposal for social housing threatens decent
manufacturing jobs, stands as a danger to the unique
identity of this community and won't assist working families."
Greens upper house MP Colleen Hartland last week failed
to gain support from the Legislative Council to disallow Mr
Madden's "do-it-yourself rezoning" of the 2.7-hectare site.
Ms Hartland said the proposed high-end development would
not provide affordable housing. "The developer has told me
that two-bedroom apartments will start at roughly $600,000;
even a bedsit will cost upwards of $300,000," she told the
house.
Liberal upper house MP Bernie Finns had told this
newspaper he would support Ms Hartland's motion if it
meant the planning process would be handed back to
Hobsons Bay Council. Last week, he voted against it, saying
the only way locals could have a say would be to vote
Liberal.
DLP Western Victoria MP Peter Kavanagh sided with the
Greens, saying the people of Williamstown should have
every opportunity to be heard.
"As Mr Finn and other speakers have said, Williamstown is
indeed a beautiful place with a lot of character and beautiful
views.
Mr Finn said he would like to be rich enough to live there.
"I would like to be rich enough to park a car there for half an
hour. It has, I think, the most expensive car parking in
Australia and the rapacious council wants the money paid
through the parking meters until midnight in the main street
of Williamstown."
Despite the attack on the council, Mr Kavanagh said the
planning process should be handed back. Mr Madden, who
will now appoint an advisory panel, has previously said he
would support existing planning controls for the mill site,
which allow development up to three storeys. However, he
said that existing controls could be subject to change.....”

http://www.themail.com.au/news/local/news/general/millsite-funeral-planned/1808689.aspx
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Minister talks up jobs at shipyard
Wednesday, 21 April 2010

The Advertiser
“A MINISTERIAL delegation last week visited Williamstown's
military shipyard to spruik jobs created by the production of
the Royal Australian Navy's three air warfare destroyers
(AWD).
BAE Systems in Nelson Place was last February awarded
the $300million contract to build 36 hull blocks for the three
warships.
Last week's visit by Defence Minister Greg Combet, state
Industry and Trade Minister Jacinta Allan and Williamstown
state MP Wade Noonan followed controversy over the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/4/21_Minister_talks_up_jobs_at_shipyard.html
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residential rezoning of the Port Phillip Woollen Mill site.
The previous day, protesters took to the steps of Parliament
claiming that shipyard jobs were threatened by a proposed
high-density residential development next to the shipyard.
On Wednesday, Greens upper house MP Colleen Hartland
told Parliament that one didn't need a crystal ball to see jobs
would be under threat.

The shipyard employs 980 people. Ms Allan said the AWD
project had created 400 jobs with government support.
"And in 2007, Williamstown won the $500million 500-job
contract to complete the two largest warships ever to be
built for the Royal Australian Navy, the 30,000 tonne-plus
Canberra class large amphibious ships – secured again with
the support of our government.
"We are determined to strongly support BAE Systems and
the Williamstown naval shipyard in winning a major role in
the future submarine project; a role that would be worth up
to $15billion and hundreds of new jobs for Victoria."
Mr Noonan, who has vowed to stand shoulder to shoulder
with the community against high-density development on the
adjoining mill site, said BAE would make its views known at
the appropriate time.
"BAE has said repeatedly that they have concerns about
any development that may undermine their capacity to
operate at the Williamstown site.
"I expect they will make those concerns clear to the advisory
committee at the appropriate time."...”
http://www.themail.com.au/news/local/news/general/minister
-talks-up-jobs-at-shipyard/1808690.aspx#
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PLANNING THE FUTURE OF THE
WILLIAMSTOWN FORESHORE
Thursday, 29 April 2010

MEDIA RELEASE
From the Minister for Environment & Climate Change
Thursday, 29 April 2010
Better boating facilities, increased moorings and improved
foreshore facilities are key parts of the 10-year strategic plan
for the Williamstown Foreshore.

Releasing the Williamstown Foreshore Strategic Plan today,
Environment and Climate Change Minister Gavin Jennings
said Williamstown was one of 12 priority maritime precincts
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_William…_PLANNING_THE_FUTURE_OF_THE_WILLIAMSTOWN_FORESHORE.html
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around the State identified for important development works
by the Victorian Government’s Bays and Maritime Initiative.

“Victoria’s maritime facilities are extremely popular and the
Brumby Labor Government is taking action to ensure the full
benefits of recreational boating and local tourism
opportunities in our maritime precincts are fulfilled,” Mr
Jennings said.

“Under the Williamstown foreshore plan we will provide
more moorings, improved boating facilities and upgraded
foreshore facilities.

“The improvements at the foreshore will create jobs in the
construction phase as well as result in on-going jobs as
more visitors and tourists use the amenities.

“This strategic plan presents a long-term framework to
ensure we maximise the potential of these important public
spaces and build upon Williamstown’s extensive maritime
heritage.”

Mr Jennings said the plan identified several key outcomes
including:
• Improved pedestrian access to the foreshore and the
opening of new areas not currently accessible to
pedestrians;
• Reduced boating congestion through definition of fairways
and transit lanes;
• Increased mooring capacity through realignment of the
mooring grounds; and
• Safer boating access through improved facilities and new
navigational aids.

The Williamstown Foreshore Strategic Plan encompasses
land and surrounding waterways from Stony Creek Park in
Spotswood to the Point Gellibrand Coastal Heritage Park.

It also incorporates a master plan for the precinct, extending
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_William…_PLANNING_THE_FUTURE_OF_THE_WILLIAMSTOWN_FORESHORE.html
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from Williamstown Sailing Club to the Williamstown
Seaworks site (previously known as the Port of Melbourne
Authority workshops site) and provides direction for future
development.

Member for Williamstown Wade Noonan MP said the plan
would maintain the integrity and feel of the existing
foreshore.

“We will ensure we make the most of the Williamstown
foreshore without losing its integrity or appeal. The
Williamstown Foreshore Strategic Plan balances a variety of
interests and outcomes for a wide range of community
stakeholders,” he said.

Parks Victoria led the development of the Williamstown
Strategic Foreshore Plan in conjunction with Hobsons Bay
City Council and the Port of Melbourne Corporation.

To view the Williamstown Foreshore Strategic Plan or the
Bays and Maritime Initiative visit www.parkweb.vic.gov.au

http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/newsroom/10172.html
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What is wrong with planning in this state?
Thursday, 29 April 2010

The Age
First strategy on Windsor revamp also a failure
by Royce Millar
“BRUMBY government officials tried to have the Windsor
Hotel redevelopment deferred until after the state election to
avert any political backlash over the $270 million project.
Ultimately unsuccessful, the move preceded another failed
strategy to scuttle the Windsor makeover using a sham
consultation process as its pretext.
The revelations come as an upper house inquiry into the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…tries/2010/4/29_What_is_wrong_with_planning_in_this_state.html
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Windsor affair reconvenes today. It is uncertain whether
media and ministerial advisers summoned to appear before
it will show up.
Senior sources within the government and the group
working on the refurbishment plan have confirmed that the
proposal to defer the project was raised, probably late last
year.
The Age believes the idea originated in the upper ranks of
Planning Minister Justin Madden's Department of Planning
and Community Development but was proposed by an
officer from the Government Architect's office, which is
located in the Department of Premier and Cabinet.
.....”

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/first-strategy-on-windsorrevamp-also-a-failure-20100428-tshp.html
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Holyland corruption scandal grips Israel
Thursday, 29 April 2010

The worrying quote from this news report
“But even if it could stamp out corruption, it would not
remove the lasting stain on Jerusalem's skyline”

ABC News
“Israel is facing its biggest corruption scandal in years, with
new allegations surfacing virtually every day about hefty
bribes paid to secure a multi-million dollar housing
development in Jerusalem.
The Holyland scandal, as it is called, threatens to destroy
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…ntries/2010/4/29_Holyland_corruption_scandal_grips_Israel.html
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more than a dozen high-profile careers and shows no sign
of ending.
Holyland is the name of a massive housing development in
Jerusalem that many Israelis regard as an ugly monstrosity
because of its huge high-rise towers that loom over the
skyline.
For years Jerusalem residents have wondered how such a
monumental eyesore could ever win approval from civic
leaders and town planners. Now they know why.
Every day, new allegations emerge about massive bribes
that were apparently paid to a long list of city councillors,
politicians, high-ranking bureaucrats and businessmen.
The list of suspects includes a former prime minister, former
mayors, a deputy mayor, senior businessmen and the recent
head of Israel's second biggest bank........
...The Israeli government is yet to announce any measures
to tighten municipal planning controls to curb the possibility
of bribery.
But even if it could stamp out corruption, it would not remove
the lasting stain on Jerusalem's skyline..”

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2010/04/29/2885455.htm
?section=justin
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Labor backed Windsor sham
Wednesday, 28 April 2010

The Age by Royce Millar
“A SCHEME to pervert the planning process for the Windsor
Hotel redevelopment was not the work of a rogue media
adviser - as claimed by the Brumby government - but part of
a high-level Labor strategy.
An investigation by The Age has confirmed that the
government early this year intended to block the $270
million project, and that senior government figures were
involved in a plan to use a bogus public consultation
process as a pretext for doing so......”
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AGE POLL ON WHETHER MADDEN SHOULD GO ..
At midday 28th April 91% polled said he should go.
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/labor-backed-windsorsham-20100427-tq34.html
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LeaderTV YouTube Video Link
Saturday, 24 April 2010

Hobsons Bay Leader reporter presents a summary of the
protest on 29th March following the minister’s
announcement on the rezoning of the Former Port Phillip
Woollen Mill Site
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECLVQXCr6U&feature=player_embedded#!
Also see (We) can do better - Blog
http://candobetter.org/node/1944
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PORTS AND ENVIRONS ADVISORY
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION PAPER
Friday, 23 April 2010

The Ports and Environs Advisory Committee has prepared a
Discussion Paper in response to issues raised by key
stakeholders during its preliminary consultations.
http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/CA256F310024B628/0/ACC94A9
32E11021FCA2576F700131DFC/$File/Ports+and+Environs
+AC+Discussion+Paper.pdf
and
http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/DSE/nrenpl.nsf/LinkView/DAB17A
96E57755B8CA2576700018F2A5E82B85B30B18B0A4CA2
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_William…TS_AND_ENVIRONS_ADVISORY_COMMITTEE_DISCUSSION_PAPER.html
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572FF00270933#Discussion

This includes discussion of the Former Port Phillip Woollen
Mill Site (a part of the paper is quoted below)
Submissions are invited in relation to the Discussion Paper
and should be sent by close of business on Friday 14th May
2010 to:
Chair
Ports and Environs Advisory Committee
Planning Panels Victoria
GPO Box 2392
Melbourne VIC 3001
Submissions can also be sent via e-mail to
planning.panels@dpcd.vic.gov.au or faxed to (03) 9637
9700.

“.......Advisory Committee discussion
Given the interface between the Mobil Oil tanks, the port
activities at the three piers and BAE Systems and the
industrial areas on the south side of Nelson Place that are
subject to pressure to rezoning to allow sensitive uses, it is
appropriate to include these areas in the port environs.
While Council has its own strategic planning reasons for
supporting a potential residential development on the former
Port Phillip Woollen Mills site, the Committee has observed
that the BAE Systems building fronting Nelson Place is a
substantial building that provides a significant barrier
between the industrial activities occurring behind this
building and south of Nelson Place. In the Committee’s view,
this could provide some justification to allow sensitive uses
such as residential development to be considered for the
site. However, the Committee acknowledges there is no
obligation of the site’s owners to retain this building to
screen operations.
Any proposal to redevelop the Woollen Mills site for
residential purposes would need to be sited and designed to
avoid potential adverse amenity impacts. Accordingly, the
Committee considers that there is a case to be made for a
site‐specific overlay to be introduced for this site that would
specifically address potential impacts from the port area and
for a requirement for notice or referral of applications to the
PoMC.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_William…TS_AND_ENVIRONS_ADVISORY_COMMITTEE_DISCUSSION_PAPER.html
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Finally, the Committee notes that the former Woollen Mill
site appears to be just outside the 300 metre buffer distance
for petroleum storage under Clause 52.10. If this is the case,
this would also provide some justification for a residential
development to be considered.
Key issues for consideration
✦ Should the former Port Phillip Woollen Mills site and
other industrial zoned land south of Nelson Place be
included in the port environs?
✦ Is there scope for appropriate residential development to
be approved on the former Port Phillip Woollen Mills site
given the substantial barrier provided by the BAE
Systems building and operations to the north and the
distance of the site from the MHF (Mobil Oil tanks)?
✦ Should an overlay to require a design response that
would mitigate potential amenity impacts from the port
area be introduced on the former Port Phillip Woollen
Mills site?
✦ Should there be a requirement for the notice or referral
of applications in the current industrial zoned land to the
PoMC?.....
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