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VCAT Decision - Demolition of the Former Port Phillip
Woollen Mill Buildings avoiding the corner pubs
Friday, 4 January 2013

VCAT Decision
Mr Geofrey Code - Member
P785 2012 Nelson Place Village Pty Ltd v Hobsons Bay CC (gc gc
030113).pdf
•

The decision of the Responsible Authority in relation to permit
application no. PA1124005 is set aside.

•

A permit is granted in relation to land at 3-39 & 41 Nelson Place,
Williamstown. The permit will allow— Demolition of buildings

•

The permit is subject to the conditions contained in Appendix A to
these reasons.

The conditions have upheld many of the matters raised by the community
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and Mobil.
Briefly our interpretation of conditions in brief are:
•
Archeological survey must be undertaken before works are carried
out
This was a win for the Community because Council draft conditions
referred to the survey being needed except in the case of demoliton
works. Under the concrete foundations of the woollen mills there is
about half a metre to 1.5 metres of contaminated fill which is likely to
contain aboriginal cultural heritage and early european cultural
heritage artifacts - we argued that that should be surveyed before
demolition not after. As the dug out land will be at sea level it will be
important to protect it for proper study to the satisfaction of Aboriginal
Affairs and Heritage Victoria. BUT then as Geofrey Blainey says this
is one of the most important historical parts of Australia second only
to Circular Quay. This is the very first place of settlement of
Melbourne in 1835 and it should be the ULTIMATE in study.
•

Demolition plans must be submitted to council and will then form part
of permit. The plan must substantially be in accordance with the plan
submitted with the application but modified to show the perimeter
wall referred to in condition 4 (of VCAT conditions), which can only
be demolished in accordance with conditions of the permit granted
by VCAT.

•

No part of the perimeter wall may be demolished until a permit is
granted to construct a building and works for part of the subject land
containing that part of the perimeter wall.

•

Demolition must not start til plans and specifications for the
temporary retention of and making good and safe the wall must be
submitted to responsible authority.

•

Perimeter wall is length of approx. 390m, located Nelson place,
kanowna St, Aitken St, west side of former Woollen Mills office and
includes the former scouring works building in Aitken St.

•

Demolition as shown on the endorsed plans must not be altered
without consent of council.

•

Before demolition starts, a demolition management plan must be
prepared (see point 6 in attached for conditions)

•

Demolition works must not result in nuisance or annoyance to
neighbours

•

Vehicles must not be parked in Cecil St.

•

Permit expires if demolition doesn't commence within 2 years 9see
conditions, point 15)
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Silent Sentinels - by Brian Haynes WHS
Needing Protection- SW will be in VCAT on 11 January
Saturday, 5 January 2013

Article from
Timeball Times
Williamstown Historical Society

“My aim with Silent Sentinels is to introduce the reader
to local buildings whose histories are not well docu- mented or are under
threat of demolition. This news- letter I had so many subjects to choose
from as our his- tory and the very character of our town is under major
threat from so many angles.
The Webb Dock expansion will result in changes to bay views, increasing
traffic and 24 hour a day machinery noise. Other historic building are under
major threat such as 72 Electra Street (at the time of going to print I am
making a verbal submission to the Hobsons Bay Special Planning
Committee). The last remains of Maxwellton, the stone fence, has now
gone.
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The Hi Rise development in lower Nelson Place -the developer has
increased the number of units and has submitted multiple planning
applications. This devel- opment will add 2000-2,500 people to
Williamstown , an increase of 20% in population but on less than 0.5% of
the suburban land. With this development a number of historic buildings
are under major threat of demolition. The triple storey Oriental Hotel, our
oldest remaining hotel building and of significant heritage importance to
Williamstown, Melbourne and possibly Victoria has had a demolition
application submitted. Another is the old Nugget factory in Kanowna Street
and is the subject of this article. The history of the building is not
documented in the Hobsons Bay Heri- tage Study which misses out many
of our more obscure but old & heritage significant buildings. So lets begin.
In 1883 P & O line set up a steam laundry near Rail- way pier, close to our
first (now gone) railway station.
Consisting of two rows of single and multiple timber buildings its role was
to clean the laundry of P & O ships arriving in Williamstown. Each P & O
vessel may have delivered up to 29,000 items to be laundered. The
laundry initially employed 12 women and 2 men which soon expanded to
24 women, of which 50% were widows with large families. However, by
1886 the land was required for increased defence purposes, possibly for
construction of the drill hall, that, in the 1920’s was dismantled and rebuilt
in Pasco Street, last used by the Williamstown High School and
demolished in 1970.
In 1889 a new, substantial structure was constructed in Morris ( now
Kanowna) Street. Initially it was con- structed with a Victorian Italianate
style facade- gothic lancet windows , ornamental urns, a large ornate pediment and patterned brick work. All which were re- moved sometime after
the late 1920s or even in the 1950’s.
By 1895 the steam laundry had fallen on hard times, possibly impacted by
a similar steam laundry operating in Yarraville or a down turn in shipping to
William- stown. A proposal was put forward to change the oc- cupation of
the site to Silex soap manufacture but this new industry did not last long,
two years at the most.
n 1905 the building was being used for the Standard Centrifugal Co.
importers and manufacturers- H. Wood as the manager.
Late in 1908 Reckitts (later Reckitt and Colman’s) took over and the site
was then known as the Nugget Factory, where the latest machinery was
installed and, in a very short time, some 50 local people were em- ployed
in the manufacture and distribution of shoe pol- ish, the head office
operating out of the second floor.
Originally only shoe polish was manufactured but the factory soon
expanded to include more than 50 differ- ent polishes for cars , floors etc.
as well as other well known products including Pine O Clean. The business
expanded after WW2 by purchasing land in Aitken Street and constructing
extra buildings. Although deal- ing with highly inflammable materials not
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…WHSNeeding_Protection-_SW_will_be_in_VCAT_on_11_January.html
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once in its history did a serious fire occur.
By 1974 the site could not expand any further so the operations were
moved interstate and the business closed its doors in 1976, after 66 years
of local industry.
This area was part of the industrial area servicing the ports. At one stage of
our history the immediate area of Morris Street included -from the corner of
Nelson Place, Prince of Wales hotel, Matthews blacksmith shop, a
substantial 2 storey stone boarding house (originally a restaurant), the
Dock hotel, Brittania ho- tel and the P & O laundry.
This building may be be the last remaining 19th cen- tury industrial
structure in the immediate locality and, whilst it may not look important, it
does possess nearly 125 years of Williamstown history.”
http://www.williamstownhistsoc.org.au
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New fireboat adds to Victoria’s firefighting capability
for RECREATIONAL VESSELS NOT COMMERCIAL
Sunday, 6 January 2013

Fireboat 1 is only 10.5m long and designed for firefighting on recreational
vessels - it would not be capable of fighting fire on petrochemical tanker
285m long by 40 me wide. The only other firefighting on the bay is 2 x 4m
petrol driven fire boats.
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Media Release
Minister for Police and Emergency Services
“Victoria’s firefighting capabilities have received a boost with the
Metropolitan Fire Brigade unveiling its new Fireboat 1, Acting Premier
Peter Ryan said today.
Some 100 firefighters have so far completed Shipboard Firefighting
Training, which includes a period of training in Tasmania at the Australian
Maritime College. Another 40 firefighters have also been trained in Swift
Water Rescue.
The MFB has allocated $9.8 million over five years to increasing fireboat
capabilities.
“Fireboat 1 has a pump capacity of 2200 litres a minute and its equipment
can be controlled remotely to enable firefighters to be protected from heat
while fighting fires,’’ Mr Ryan said.
“More dedicated firefighting vessels will be added to the fleet in the future
and the MFB is on the way to getting another purpose-built fire fighting
vessel.”
MFB Acting Chief Officer Peter Rau said Fireboat 1 added to the fire
prevention and suppression system already in place in ports and marinas
in Melbourne.
“MFB has the ability to use a fleet of three firefighting vessels, including the
newly commissioned Fireboat 1. For marine emergencies, MFB will
provide both a land and marine response,” Mr Rau said.
Mr Rau said other emergency services, boat owners and port operators all
had a role to play in fire prevention and suppression.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamst…ng_capability_for_RECREATIONAL_VESSELS_NOT_COMMERCIAL.html
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Fireboat 1 is currently moored at North Wharf, Docklands and firefighters
from West Melbourne Fire Station will respond to marine calls.”
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Letter from a Williamstown Community member about
traffic issues over New Year
Monday, 7 January 2013

The Age
Letters to the editor
“Too much traffic
HOW many others, like me, were caught in the gridlock trying to move
around, let alone out of, Williamstown after the New Year's Eve fireworks?
It took more than three hours for many people to get out of Williamstown, a
distance that usually takes minutes.
How many others also wondered what if this was an emergency, and in
particular thinking of the proposed 816 apartments on the Woollen Mill site
with the extra 2000 people and their cars, all trying to get out? The
situation highlighted that Williamstown is a small peninsula with only two
roads in and out and is particularly vulnerable to such congestion. While
the site needs development, it needs to be sustainable from many points of
view, including traffic. This surely means fewer apartments, fewer people,
and fewer cars.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…own_Community_member_about_traﬃc_issues_over_New_Year.html
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Joan Lynn, Williamstown....”

http://www.theage.com.au/national/letters/think-like-a-man-to-reduce-thegap-20130106-2cb1b.html#ixzz2HR1TFp7S
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Port fights bayside tower plan
Wednesday, 9 January 2013

The Age
“THE Port of Melbourne Corporation has slammed a controversial plan by
a company backed by a Kuwaiti royal to build a massive tower
development near Station Pier.
The owners of the Waterfront Place site have asked the City of Port Phillip
to change its plan- ning scheme to facilitate the large-scale development,
which includes five, 10 and 19-storey buildings, serviced and residential
apartments and shops.
But the port authority said the proposal could exacerbate traffic congestion,
impede port access and affect its long-term operations.
''PoMC considers that the proposal is an encroachment of a sensitive and
potentially incompati- ble use on the port,'' the acting executive general
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2013/1/9_Port_fights_bayside_tower_plan.html
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manager of business and planning, Robert Woodside, said in a submission
to the council.
Advertisement
''It has the potential, demonstrated by our current experience of receiving
amenity and traffic- related complaints, to prejudice the efficient and
curfew-free operations of the port.''....”
http://www.theage.com.au/business/property/port-fights-bayside-tower-plan20130108-2cet0.html
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Maribyrnong not yet protected by river laws
Saturday, 12 January 2013

The Age
Marika Dobbin 11 January 2013
NEW rules protecting the Yarra River from overdevelopment will not stretch
to the Maribyrnong River until about July, giving at least one Ascot Vale
apartment project a multimillion-dollar advantage over competing projects.
A glass and concrete building at 43 Fisher Parade that will cascade down
the banks of the Maribyrnong would not be allowed to be built in
Melbourne's northern and eastern suburbs.
It will come within 12 metres of the river. Construction will start in a few
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…ies/2013/1/12_Maribyrnong_not_yet_protected_by_river_laws.html
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months......
http://m.theage.com.au/victoria/maribyrnong-not-yet-protected-by-riverlaws-20130110-2cj3p.html
SW Comment - A reminder that the Minister will not acknowledge that
Williamstown is on the Yarra River. Re the Maribyrnong as always
developers are ready to push through undesirable outcomes before laws
come into effect when the very fact the laws have been foreshadowed
should put a halt on the development
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City apartment 'frenzy'
Saturday, 12 January 2013

The Age
Marika Dobbin, Jason Dowling - 31/12/12, 3:00 AM
A ''FRENZY'' of apartment towers granted planning permission in one
corner of Melbourne's CBD could squeeze thousands of new residents into
four city blocks and change the character of the city.
The proposed concentration of developments - many of which include tiny
one-bedroom apartments - could see Melbourne follow the lead of Asian
cities such as Hong Kong for extreme density, according to a prominent
planning academic.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2013/1/12_City_apartment_frenzy.html
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Associate professor in environment and planning at RMIT, Michael Buxton,
said: ''It's changing the character of the CBD that people love irrevocably
and it's wrecking historic value.'' And property experts fear a glut of
apartments could affect property values and rents.
Records from the Department of Planning show 7800 new apartments are
proposed for a pocket to the city's west, bounded by La Trobe, William,
Bourke and Spencer streets. The area is a microcosm of a citywide trend
that began when the residential property market rebounded in 2010, on the
back of strong population growth and government stimulus.
Within the Melbourne City Council area alone, about 52,000 new
apartments in 201 residential developments are in the planning pipeline.
However, researchers BIS Shrapnel, Charter Keck Cramer and ANZ have
this year warned of an oversupply of apartments proposed in areas such
as Southbank and the CBD that could cause property values and rents to
fall......
http://m.theage.com.au/victoria/city-apartment-frenzy-201212302c1hm.html

SW Comment - Is there going to be a market still for apartments in
Williamstown in a Major Hazard Facility safety zone.
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Emergency Management Plan - Hobsons Bay Council
Saturday, 12 January 2013

http://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/Council/Policies_strategies_plans/Emer
gency_Management_Plan
This document refers to Hobsons Bay MEMP Municipal Emergency
Management Plan. Save Williamstown notes that the document refers to
community input (in red below)..
• Has anyone in the community at Pt Gellibrand ever been consulted?
• Has there ever been an emergency drill or exercise?
• Has information been supplied to people living in Point Gellibrand?
• How are people informed in a sudden emergency?
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…3/1/12_Emergency_Management_Plan_-_Hobsons_Bay_Council.html
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• Is this just weasel words with no community consultation?

*****************************************
Hobsons Bay City Council Document

Emergency Management Plan
The State Emergency Management Act 1986 requires municipal councils
in Victoria to produce a Municipal Emergency Management Plan (MEMP)
through the establishment of Municipal Emergency Management Planning
committees.
Hobsons Bay City Council has established a Municipal Emergency
Management Planning Committee and produced their Municipal
Emergency Management Plan in conjunction with the Vic- toria State
Emergency Service (VICSES), generally in accordance with the guidelines
contained in the Emergency Management Manual Victoria.
The Municipal Emergency Management Planning Committee consists of
key government and non government emergency management agencies
including Hobsons Bay City Council, Victoria Police, Metropolitan Fire and
Emergency Services Board, Victoria State Emergency Services,
Ambulance Service, community and industry representatives and local
radio station Stereo 974.
The Committee is chaired by a Councillor and meets every two months.
The aim of the plan is to detail agreed arrangements for the prevention of,
response to and recovery from, emergencies that could occur within the
boundaries of Hobsons Bay City Council.
The objectives of the plan are to:
Implement measures to prevent or reduce both the causes and effects of
emergencies; Manage arrangements for the utilisation and implementation
of municipal resources in re- sponse to emergencies;
Manage support that may be provided to or from adjoining municipalities;
Assist the affected community to recover following an emergency; and
Compliment other local, regional and state planning arrangements.
Copies of the MEMP document can be viewed at the Council's libraries.
The MEMP is periodi- cally audited by VICSES and the certificate of audit
can be viewed at the Council Offices.

Risk management
A Community Emergency Risk Management approach of all perceived
threats (hazards) to the municipality has been conducted by the Municipal
Emergency Management Planning Committee in the planning process.
The process involves working with the community and its indus- tries
to: identify all hazards in the municipality; analyse and evaluate the
risks associated with those hazards; and develop treatment options
to eliminate, or minimise the effects on the community. A review of the
all hazards and risks is undertaken on an annual basis.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…3/1/12_Emergency_Management_Plan_-_Hobsons_Bay_Council.html
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Emergency information
An aware and informed public is generally better prepared to cope with
emergency situations. This section of the Plan provides information on
what to do in an emergency, where to get up- to-date information during
and following an emergency, emergency exercises, information re- leases
and the media modes by which the information may be delivered.

Public information and awareness
The Emergency Management Planning Committee has prepared the
following strategy to educate residents prior to an emergency and to
facilitate the flow of timely and accurate information to the residents of
Hobsons Bay who are, or who are likely to be affected by an emergency.
The plan also facilitates information flow to persons from other areas who
are inquiring about the emergency.

Public information before an emergency
Education and awareness information relating to emergency management
will generally be re- layed to the residents of Hobsons Bay and other
interested parties in the following manner:
• Local media - emergency information will from time to time be included
in the Hobsons Bay City Council News section of the local print media.
• Newsletter - emergency information will from time to time be included
in the Hobsons Bay City Council newsletter.
A brochure/fridge magnet a “Residents Emergency Guide” has been
distributed to all premises in the municipality. The brochure provides
general information to guide residents on how to plan for and react in an
emergency in their local area.
Major industries in the area also have their own neighbourhood emergency
plans and have is- sued emergency information guides to residents in the
immediate vicinity of their facilities.

Public information during an emergency
During an emergency the Police Municipal Emergency Resource
Coordinator (MERC) will be responsible for receiving up-to-date
information from the Control Agency and will be responsi- ble for ensuring
the information is forwarded to:
• Hobsons Bay City Council appointed representative;
• Stereo 974FM; and
• Victoria Police Media Liaison for updates to the Police Emergency
Information Line (PEIL).
Up-to-date information during an emergency will be posted on this website
and will contain in- formation on:
• Nature and status of emergency;
• Time, date and issuing authority;
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…3/1/12_Emergency_Management_Plan_-_Hobsons_Bay_Council.html
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• Location and likely affected area/s;
• What action to be taken by those affected
• Where to get further information and assistance; and
• Time when next update will be issued.
It is important that phone use be kept to a minimum during an emergency.
The preferable media for residents to receive regular updates and
information during an emergency is via this website or tuning into Stereo
974 FM.
Write to the officer who convenes this committee if you have concerns
Eddie Knight <eknight@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au>
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Time short for Hobsons Bay as sea levels rise, council
warned
Sunday, 13 January 2013 Earlier article

http://www.hobsonsbayweekly.com.au/story/279438/time-short-forhobsons-bay-as-sea-levels-rise-council-warned/#
Hobsons Bay Weekly
By GOYA DMYTRYSHCHAK
Aug. 1, 2012, 2:56 a.m.
MORE action must be taken to combat the effects of rising sea levels on
Hobsons Bay, a councillor has warned.
Speaking at last week's council meeting, Williamstown ward councillor
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…ort_for_Hobsons_Bay_as_sea_levels_rise%2C_council_warned.html
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Angela Altair noted Planning Minister Matthew Guy's response to the
coastal climate change advisory committee report and its implications for
Hobsons Bay.
Changes to the state planning policy framework include increasing floor
levels by 20centimetres over current one-in-100-year flood levels for new
buildings. The framework plans for a minimum 80-centimetre sea level rise
by 2100 in new greenfield developments outside existing town boundaries.
Federal government mapping based on a 2009 CSIRO study predicted a
1.1-metre sea level rise by 2100 along the western side of Port Phillip Bay.
Under current climate one-in-100-year storm conditions, the study predicts
Altona and Point Cook's Cheetham Wetlands and the Point Cook RAAF
Base would be prone to "extensive inundation"......
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Plan to turn estates into property gold
Monday, 14 January 2013

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/plan-to-turn-estates-into-property-gold20130113-2cnol.html
The Age
Henrietta Cook 14/1/13
MELBOURNE'S largest public housing estates are set for their biggest
shake-up in decades, with the state government considering the
conversion of high-rise estates into an equal mix of public and private
housing developments.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…/Entries/2013/1/14_Plan_to_turn_estates_into_property_gold.html
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The radical proposal could also lead to the demolition of the 1960s highrise blocks that loom above each estate.
In order to underwrite the overhaul of its ageing public housing stock, all in
prime locations, the state government could allow shops and offices to be
built on the border of estates in North Richmond and Fitzroy......
.....As part of the funding agreement, a master plan for each estate must
be completed to guide any future development.
The master plan should be ''market ready'' and generate income for the
state government, which hopes to reduce the cost of running the estates,
the brief says. ''[It] should provide opportunities for addi- tional sources of
income to government in order to generate revenue in line with projected
operating costs and underpin the financial feasibility of the project.''......
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Defamation action over development objection (2001)
Tuesday, 15 January 2013

ABC 7.30 Program in 2001
Australian Broadcasting Corporation
TV PROGRAM TRANSCRIPT
LOCATION: http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2001/s338234.htm
Broadcast: 31/07/2001
Defamation action over development objection
Reporter: Mick Bunworth
MICK BUNWORTH: Ocean Grove is a seaside hamlet nestled on Victoria's
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…/1/15_Defamation_action_over_development_objection_(2001).html
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west coast, about an hour and a half's drive from Melbourne.
The area's appeal was given national prominence in the television series
'SeaChange', shot at nearby Barwon Heads.
But that appeal also brought increased pressure for development,
something that's not always welcome.
Now, in what may be the first case of its type in Australia, a developer has
launched defamation proceedings against some of those who've written
objections to the local council over the height of his house......
.........The Municipal Association of Victoria believes objectors have a right
to express their view and is clearly worried by the case.
BRAD MATHESON, MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA: If they're
suggesting that, somehow, people aren't taking into consideration
community views on planning developments, that happens all the time.
We say it publicly.
I'm saying it now.
It's said all the time out there in the community.
So somebody writes it down.
So somebody submits that to their local council.
They have every right to do that and I think they have every right to do that
without fear of being litigated by people who should know better.
MICK BUNWORTH: Defamation lawyer Nic Pullen's experience in other
cases has been that the mere threat of action can intimidate objectors.
NIC PULLEN, DEFAMATION LAWYER: In the hands of someone who
really wants to make life difficult or create, dare I say, a political
environment to get objections withdrawn, then they can use defamation
proceedings.
Defamation proceedings have been used in this way for hundreds of years.
This is really no different.
MICK BUNWORTH: Are you scared?
STAN TUNE: I still find it hard to believe, as a matter of fact, that this sort
of thing's cropped up. Not really scared, more disappointed than scared.
NIC PULLEN: I have had many situations where objectors have been
threatened with litigation and, if they haven't backed down in relation to
either the contents of that objection or withdrawn that objection, then, yes,
litigation would follow.
Inevitably, the objectors withdraw that objection.
BRAD MATHESON: It's a sad day in the planning process in Victoria
where you have developers now taking litigation out against objectors......
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Time short for Hobsons Bay as sea levels rise, council
warned
Tuesday, 15 January 2013 Earlier article

http://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/peel_climatechange/2010/09/17/suburbanblue-print-pty-ltd-v-hobsons-bay-cc-2010-vcat-1272-26-july-2010/
Climate Change Law » Suburban Blue Print Pty Ltd v Hobsons Bay CC
[2010] VCAT 1272 (26 July 2010)
This case is available at: http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/vic/V...
This case concerned a decision by the Hobson Bay City Council to refuse
to grant a permit for the construction of a semi-detached pair of large, twostorey dwellings, citing a number of reasons relating largely to lack of
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…ort_for_Hobsons_Bay_as_sea_levels_rise%2C_council_warned.html
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respect to neighbourhood character. A further ground included the
possibility that the site may be vulnerable to coastal hazards and
inundation arising from possible future rise in sea level due to coastal
climate change and associated storm surges.
Member Michael Reed considered the question of whether the site was
vulnerable to future sea-level rise and, if so, whether the proposal was
acceptable. He held that there was a marginal risk of future inundation and
he must take into account ‘the absence of appropriate policy, the complexity of already existing issues that policy must address in the future’.
He considered that the absence of a flood-related overlay and the fact that
the planning scheme identifies no flood-related referral authority indicated
that flooding levels that would trigger clause 15.08 were not contemplated.
Member Reed also noted that the site was in an area where there were
possibly hundreds of existing dwellings with floor levels below the desirable
2.94 meters AHD recommended. According the Appellant’s expert witness
this meant that potential- ly hundreds of existing dwellings are subject to
flooding from a climate-induced sea level rise up to 2100. The Tribunal
held that it was reasonable, therefore, to conclude that in this context
another dwelling with similar floor levels and possibly floodable basements
is acceptable. The decision of the Council was set aside.
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Rising sea a billion-dollar threat
Tuesday, 15 January 2013 - earlier article

http://www.theage.com.au/environment/climate-change/rising-sea-abilliondollar-threat-20101215-18y5w.html
The Age
December 16, 2010
Tom Arup
MELBOURNE suburbs will be inundated regularly because of climatechange-driven sea-level rises, threatening billions of dollars in damage to
homes and community infrastructure by the end of the century, new
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projections show.
In the first detailed attempt to study the impact of sea-level rises on lowlying coastal areas, the federal government has released high resolution
maps showing which areas will be inundated across parts of the Victorian
coast, in an effort to help local government planning. A number of
Melbourne bayside suburbs are shown to be under threat even by limited
sea-level rises, including Altona and Altona Meadows, St Kilda, Elwood,
Aspendale and Chelsea.....
......The maps show projected inundation for rises of half a metre, which
are likely to be unavoid- able, 80 centimetres and 1.1 metres by 2100.
The projected inundation combines rising sea levels and king tide events,
which could occur many times a year. The maps do not factor in
infrastructure such as sea walls, and do not show local impacts such as
beach erosion.
Professor Tim Flannery, who sits on the government's Coast and Climate
Change Council, said he had been surprised by the significant effects on
inland suburbs in all major Australian cities.
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The Shadow by Carol Challis
Tuesday, 15 January 2013

The Shadow
by Carol Challis (Save Williamstown supporter)

Shadows creep to the tower
Crossing grasslands of dread
Over the deserted car park
Crossing over the dead
Crowded ships to the colony
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Driven by gold and lust
Shadows wipe bygone traces
Hotels turn to dust
Violent rock hard anger
Constrained by iron chains
Severed from the world by force
Drift in shadowed disdain
In the depths of silent silos
Shadows flicker in despair
Typhoid, torment and lost souls
Grasp outwards to ensnare
Down a promiscuous laneway
Devious rats flee in fright
Dark eyes seethe with fury
A shadow of the night
Alone in the time-ball tower
Lost to the world for years
Watching over the bay at night
Over shadows of our fears
The shadow takes the silos
The shadow takes the lane
The shadow takes the tower
But will the ghosts remain?

Artwork of former railway leading to Pt Gellibrand piers and Time Ball
Tower by Norm Roberts (another supporter of Save Williamstown)
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Demolition of the Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Site VCAT hearing Dec 2012 - Big Win for SW on Conditions
Tuesday, 15 January 2013

Mr Code handed down his decision 3 January 2013
P785 2012 Nelson Place Village Pty Ltd v Hobsons Bay CC (gc gc
030113).pdf
Demolition was approved with very strong conditions applying to do with
the walls of the original buildings being retained until planning approval
of replacement buildings, and a cultural heritage study is required
before any demolition. These were both matters fought for by Save
Williamstown and a BIG win. We had also asked that the demolition
application be treated as premature and it should be part of plans which
were controlled by an approved Masterplan.
At the hearing in December, unless the matter had been decided as
premature and needing to be part of a Masterplan of the whole site, it
was explained that under planning law it is very difficult to stop a
demolition.. However the detail is in the conditions. Save Williamstown
fought hard to retain the existing walls until new buildings had been
approved so the site would not look like a bombsite. We also asked
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…_-_VCAT_hearing_Dec_2012_-_Big_Win_for_SW_on_Conditions.html
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Member Code to direct that the archaeological be required prior to
demolition overturning Council’s requested condition which inexplicably
asked for an archeaological study “EXCEPT” in the case of demolition.

These are the links to the two local paper articles. We do not consider
the Leader article reported this matter appropriately and missed the
significant gains by the community.
............................

Port Phillip Woollen Mill: VCAT approves demolition despite
'bombsite' fears

Hobsons Bay Weekly
By GOYA DMYTRYSHCHAK
Jan. 15, 2013, 3:48 p.m.
“AN entire street block on the former Port Phillip Woollen Mill site at
Williamstown will be de- molished to make way for high-density, highrise residential development.
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal member Geoffrey Code has
granted a demolition permit for the site despite his reservations it could
create a "long-standing bombsite".
Mr Code said he would only allow staged demolition until relevant new
buildings were ap- proved, and no part of the perimeter wall could be
demolished until a permit was granted to construct a building at that
spot.
He said this would mitigate noise from the adjoining naval shipbuilding
operations and Mobil's tank farm. Another condition requires an
archaeological survey and photographic record to be carried out in line
with the requirements of Heritage Victoria and Aboriginal Affairs Victoria.
The ruling paves the way for Nelson Place Village Pty Ltd to build
potentially more than 800 dwellings housing 2000 residents on the site
bounded by Nelson Place and Aitken, Ann and Kanowna streets.
It comes a month after hundreds of residents rallied against plans to
build a 'Beacon Cove' in their suburb. Mobil joined objectors at VCAT
last month in opposing the demolition of vacant industrial buildings over
an entire street block covering about 1.72 hectares......”
http://www.hobsonsbayweekly.com.au/story/1236631/port-phillipwoollen-mill-vcat-approves-high-rise-despite-bombsite-fears/?cs=1455
Hobsons Bay Leader
15 Jan 2013
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Woollen Mill demolition gets green light
VICTORIA’S planning tribunal will allow the former Port Phillip Woollen
Mills in Williamstown to be demolished......
....... VCAT Member Geoffrey Code ruled the demolition should proceed,
subject to strict conditions to prevent the vacant block from looking like
‘‘a bomb site’’.
That includes keeping the high perimeter walls until a permit is granted
for their removal.
http://leader.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/
< previous
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Crowds get no relief in Williamstown on New Year's Eve
Tuesday, 15 January 2013

Herald Sun
James Twining
15/1/13
There were long queues for toilets on New Year's Eve in Williamstown.
Source: HWT Image Library A SHORTAGE of public toilets in Williamstown
on New Year's Eve forced families to queue for
hundreds of metres.
Readers have told the Leader how the thousands of people who lined up to
watch fireworks along The Strand faced long waits to use a toilet.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…15_Crowds_get_no_relief_in_Williamstown_on_New_Years_Eve.html
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There are two public toilet blocks between Commonwealth Reserve and
The Strand foreshore near Stevedore St, which has the clearest views of
the city skyline......

http://m.heraldsun.com.au/leader/west/crowds-get-no-relief-inwilliamstown-on-new-years-eve/story-fngnvmj7-1226553439897
SW comment How will Nelson Place and the tourism industry in
Williamstown cope with 2000 more residents.
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Hobsons Bay Council Greenlight - NEW application for
178 Dwellings at PPWM - total to date 307 dwellings
Thursday, 17 January 2013

Hobsons Bay Council
21st December 2012
An application date of 21st December appeared on Council’s Greenlight
website on 14 January 2013 - over 3 weeks have already elapsed since
application leaving the developer with about 40 days to take it to VCAT.
Details and documents at this website
Application with reports including Traffic, Social Impact Study by Urbis,
drawings (New Architect), Infrastructure Report, Emergency Management
Plan report and Blast overpressure reports and more
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…_for_178_Dwellings_at_PPWM_-_total_to_date_307_dwellings.html
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PA1226025 - Lots 10,11 and 12 are being considered together
178 dwellings and have the usual confusing property addresses as the
entire application is NOT on Nelson Place.
Buildings and Works - 178 dwellings under planner Sue Gauci
Addresses
3-39 Nelson Pl Williamstown VIC 3016
2-10 Nelson Pl Williamstown VIC 3016
16-20 Kanowna Street Williamstown VIC 3016
To clarify the location this is the map supplied to Save Williamstown by
council officers.

NEW Owners
The development company has changed from NPV (Nelson Place Village)
to NP Development and there is a second company Kanowna Pty Ltd
which has acquired the heritage Nugget Factory from BAE Systems.
Interestingly as we understood Tenix / Transfield were still the owners but it
looks like the property was sold to BAE Systems. This may explain why
BAE Systems is not recorded as an objector in any of the plans to date.
With the recent sale it would be interesting to see if BAE Systems received
an amount reflecting the residential outcomes expected on the site.

No Community facilities on site in plans to date
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…_for_178_Dwellings_at_PPWM_-_total_to_date_307_dwellings.html
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We are wondering if the change from Nelson Place Village reflects the fact
that there appear to be NO COMMUNITY services or provisions within the
plans submitted to date other than a couple of retail outlets where the old
Oriental Hotel will lose its life. So the development is no longer planned as
a VILLAGE but just an imposition on existing Williamstown facilities and
services.

Outrageous Density and Bulk
The latest plans for 178 dwellings is called Stage 2. It is bounded by
Kanowna St, Cecil St, Windsor Terrace, & Aitken St omitting the Britannia
Hotel. The site is about 0.8 hectares including roads. According to
planning authorities worldwide any density greater than 6,000 persons per
sq km is considered dense planning and this application works out to be
the equivalent of almost 46,000 persons per sq km. Save Williamstown
considers this to be obscenely dense and disrespectful of the neighbouring
character and heritage in the Cecil St Heritage Streetscape.

No Heritage Report
There has been no attempt to fit with normal Williamstown criteria of
setbacks in line with contributory buildings. Cecil St townhouses will be 3
storeys high and juxtaposed on the street edge. We understand from the
documentation that 3 council officers have had regular meetings with the
developer before the plans were entered into the system and wonder how
such disrespect of the Hobsons Bay Planning Scheme could have
occurred. We hope that council officers advised against progressing these
plans and that the developer actually went it alone in pushing for this. It is
noted that there is NO HERITAGE report in the documentation which is a
strange omission given the location on Cecil St.

Social Impact by Urbis - for just 38% of the site
All assessments are done on the impact on Williamstown for the stages
submitted to date. ie Stage 1A is Ann St, Nelson Place and Oriental Hotel
and represents 129 dwellings; Stage 2 has 178 dwellings - a total of 307
dwellings. The original Construction Management Plan indicated 816
dwellings would fill the whole site under the control of NPV (remember
there are still titles on Aitken St which are under other ownership and will
also lead to more dwellings). The Traffic Analysis for both stages to date
shows 800 dwellings are being considered. So for Urbis to prepare a
social impact statement for 38% of the site is disingenuous to Williamstown
Community to say the least. The report compares the site to Edgewater in
Maribyrnong for statistical purposes apparently at the suggestion of HB
Council. We are unsure what that actually contibutes to the argument
given that Edgewater is on a tram route to the city and near a university
and major shopping centre and has local services within its boundary.
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Examples of the sort of criteria used in the report are the impacts of
numbers of school age children for 38% of the site. The reports indicates
28 more primary age group children which expanded for the whole
development would indicate 75 more children needing primary places in
schools in a peninsula. At 20 children in the class this means 4 more
school classes in an education system which is already bursting to the
seams. It doesn’t take much to work out that this would bring the
catchment area for North Williamstown Primary School a number of street
further into the peninsula along Melbourne Rd. So the net impact of this
development will be very bad for those parents who would expect to use N
Willy Primary and will need to search for schools away from the main
Williamstown routes ie in Newport if they have spaces.
Similarly shortfalls of places in Child Care, Kindergartens, High Schools
will have huge detrimental effects on the existing residents.
Accessibility to public transport is another area to review as there are
assumptions that the shopping centre is accessible by foot when the
distances involved will add to traffic chaos in the shopper parking.
Accessibility to open space is also an issue as the developer provides no
internal open space within the development other than personal balconies
and seeks to use the regional coastal heritage park. The safety aspects of
this park in the event of a major incident at the MHF are not considered.
Council should be seeking Worksafe advice on this.
We encourage everyone to review this Social Impact Statement and be
ready to object when council starts the advertising period.
NB When objecting ask that Councillors are given your actual objection to
read and not just the summaries compiled by council officers which often
miss crucial information which councillors need to determine applications.

Bulk and Form
Just look at the concept drawings - is this going to fit into Williamstown.
40 metres high is much higher than the existing Nelson Place Housing
Commission towers. The developer is likely to seek greater height in the
Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill block.
The mandatory heights in the Port Phillip Woollen Mill Advisory Committee
Report which were changed by the minister to indicative heights have been
completely ignored.
Every part of the land is used with no consideration of maximum site
occupancy percentage which everyone in Williamstown has had to abide
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by when applying for planning permission.
This is truly one rule for the developer and another for everyone else.
Although there is scant text reference to shadow diagrams, they do not
appear to be available in any of the submission documents.
Those with solar panels on the back part of their heritage properties in
Cecil St (a council requirement for the location of solar panels on hertiage
buildngs) will find themselves not able to collect the electricity they are
entitled to.
Overlooking is totally ignored. The 9m rule of ground low rise dwellings is
applied. We wonder how developers Ron Walker and Ashley Williams
would react to their own private backyards being overlooked by hundreds
of eyes. There is a MORAL question here.
As for dwellings within the “compound” there are no standards applied for
overshadowing and overlooking. It is truly buyer beware. The high rise
part in the centre has balconies and windows which open. This seems to
ignore the advice to the Port Phillip Woollen Mill Advisory Committee about
blasts/explosions. Mobil clearly advised the committee that their 40m
diameter tank needed a 400m safety zone - worldwide standard to do with
explosion. Societal risk of flying glass, injuries and deafness and other
matters seem to have been totally forgotten.
WHY DID WE HAVE AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE! Save Williamstown is
disappointed that Council Officers do not appear to be fully au fait with the
contents to the Port Phillip Woollen Mill Advisory Committee Report as
many of these matters are clearly documented there and the gazetted
explanatory note makes reference to the Port Phillip Woollen Mill Advisory
Committee Report. That report is listed on the Australian Legal Database
and thus a public reference document concerning this particular site.
Our judgement on this application is that there is NO consideration of the
contents of the report and selective consideration of the DDO11 in C86.
The developer has the opportunity to use the Mixed Use zone and not rely
on totally filling the site with residential dwellings. The selling off-plan is an
attractive way to finance these projects but the developer could also raise
moneys on the market to do an appropriate development. They have
taken out mortgages for the various titles in this application so why not
finance the development via mortgage or other fund raising.
There are may other points of contention in the documents provided but
the one of huge concern is the Emergency Evacuation Plan.
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Emergency Evacuation Plan
If you want to read the ULTIMATE opting out of safety issues, this report is
a must-read. After 7 applications the Developer has at last provided an
"Emergency Evacuation Plan" EEP (limited to the Worksafe Advisory Area
- 25 m from Kanowna St and defined on the C86 DDO11 Map). Save
Williamstown was right in alerting councillors at the Special Planning
Committee on 17th December re Stage 1A to EEP only applying to
workers not residents. Council and planning authorities should not lose
sight of the fact that housing is effectively not permitted within the outer
safety area because it is not a single entity capable of developing,
practicing and implementing an emergency plan. The sorts of entities
which WorkSafe and the emergency response agencies accept within this
zone are industries only.
We believe the authors of the report recognise the constraints and they
deal predominantly with workers in the Construction Phase - not the main
thrust of the discussion in the Port Phillip Woollen Mill Advisory Committee
hearings... ie under Worksafe rules EEP can only be effected for workers
not residents. As Worksafe informed the Port Phillip Woollen Mill Advisory
Committee and as is clearly reported in their published report - the UK
HSE PADHI report http://www.hse.gov.uk/landuseplanning/padhi.pdf offers
appropriate tools for dealing with societal risk to people. IT ALL STARTS
WITH A RISK ASSESSMENT - something Save Williamstown has been
requesting for over 2 years from all relevant authorities including Hobsons
Bay Council in its Council meeting in November 2010.
The limited mention of residents in the report refers to “handing over” to
residents for Occupancy and is no more really than Hobsons Bay Council’s
Municipal Emergency Management Plan and the State Government
agencies provide for all people in the municipality/state.
To quote "Following occupancy the appropriate messaging will
communicate for all evacuation planning requirements."
Thats it.. So move in Elderly, Handicapped, Children do not come home
after school on your own, do not use sleeping tablets, do not get blind
drunk at home, have your mobile phone to hand at all times and don't
mistake the BAE sirens or Titanic loud noises by coming out in your night
clothes and assembling on the corner of Ann St and Cecil or Ann St and
Aitken. This isn’t like the bushfires where a hot day is a signal of danger
but a place where 24/7/52 you need to “be prepared”. Interestingly the
developer looks to provide an EEP for workers in the construction phase
but no mention was made of demolition workers in the Former Port Phillip
Woollen Mill Site buildings needing an EEP (except by Save Williamstown
at VCAT and it wasn’t included in the conditions!). Lets please be
consistent!
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At the start of the report Dynamiq Pty Ltd provide a VERY appropriate
statement (note the red highlighted text):
INFORMATION SECURITY NOTE
This report represents the best judgement of Dynamiq Pty Ltd (The
Consultant) and is based upon the current assessment and
knowledge of current “best practice” for emergency & evacuation
planning and risk management, and from data available at the time of
writing. No guarantee is expressed or implied with respect to
judgements, and unforeseen escalations or events that may impact
upon NP Development’s employees and/or contractors. This
document may disclose sensitive information regarding facilities,
operations, policies and procedures therefore, distribution of this
report should be restricted and access carefully monitored.

Finally the Noise Report
The study only considers the Titanic and BAE Systems as noise sources
and says the impact of Mobil is not of significance. All the dwellings have
balconies and open doors and windows which immediately gives the
residents the opportunity to complain under SEPP-1 about industrial noise
and thus the potential to restrict nighttime operations of nationally
significant industries.
Local residents already clearly have an issue with the noise from the Mobil
and fuel importation and yet the report says for dwellings which are much
closer to this noise source, this will not be an issue. The noise sampling
was done with very limited times and not with the same range of data
submitted to the Port Phillip Woollen Mill Advisory Committee hearings
when BAE and the developer were trying to come to an agreement on
reverse buffering arrangements. Strangely instead of quoting Victorian
EPA statements on noise, reference is made to NSW EPA and WA EPA
which seem less onerous that the Victorian provisions of 43decibels at
night. This is particularly troublesome when the WA EPA rules on a buffer
zone around Fuel Importation of 1000m was not accepted as relevant at
the hearings. It seems that rules from interstate are used when it is
convenient to do so.

The statements above are opinions of the Save Williamstown group about
this development proposal. We call on as many people to object as
possible when the advertising period begins. Please refer to our schematic
diagram of the Council Planning Process.Diagram of how to object to plans
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OIL STORAGES Danger at Newport Pipeline From
Westernport! Same story 1935, 1992, 2013???
Tuesday, 22 January 2013

A search of the Newspaper Archives revealed that even in 1935 a subcommittee of State Cabinet was convened to consider the risks from the oil
industry at Williamstown and Newport.
BTW it was URGENT in 1935 .. and still is a major problem for community
in 2013
Also below is the statement by Mobil in its submission to the Port Phillip
Woollen Mill Advisory Committee 2011 about its history in the Hobsons Bay
area.
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/11747893?
searchTerm=williamstown+harbour+trust&searchLimits

OIL STORAGES Danger at Newport Pipeline From Westernport!
The report of the sub-committee of the State Cabinet, which was appointed
recently to Investigate the question of oil storages In the metropolitan area
is expected shortly. The members of the sub- committee are the Chief
Secretary (Brigadier Bourchier), the Minister for Health (Dr. Harris), and Mr,
Balley (Assistant Minister)'. The recent heavy leakage of petrol from a
storage al Newport, it is stated, has confirmed the view of the Ministry that
an investigation into the whole question is urgent.
The sub-committee postponed its discussions pending the receipt of a
report on the oil wharves on the lower Yarra, which is now being prepared
by an expert committee. For some time, it is slated, the attention of the
Ministry has been directed to the dangers arising from the storage of oil at
Newport in view of the existence in the neighbourhood of homes and
Industries. There is said to be some difficulty in placing responsibility for
any action which might be considered necessary to obviate any passible
dangers which might arise from the storage of oil at Newport as the
interests of the Lands Department, the Railways Department, the Harbour
Trust, and the Williamstown City Council are all Involved. The subcommittee of the Cabinet, it is believed, will consider the possibility of
concentrating all oil storages at Westernport Bay, from which, it is
suggested, the oil might be brought to the city by pipelines.
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Plans lodged for Woollen Mills site in Williamstown
Tuesday, 22 January 2013

See Save Williamstown website page Status of Plans for full list of all
applications and what stage they are at with Council and VCAT
........................................................
Herald Sun
15 Jan 2013

Plans lodged for Woollen Mills site in Williamstown
EVOLVE Developments has lodged the first plans for high-rise
apartments at the former Port Phillip Woollen Mills site in Williamstown.
The developer revealed concept designs for high-rise apartments on the
site in April, 2009, but this is the first formal application.
The plans, lodged with Hobsons Bay Council, are for 137 apartments
over 11 storeys behind the Britannia Hotel on the corner of Kanowna St
and Nelson Place, well in excess of the 25m height limits introduced last
year.
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The plans also show 19 townhouses over three and four storeys in
Aitken St, 12 three-storey townhouses in Kanowna St and 10 threestorey townhouses abutting the corner of Aitken and Cecil streets.
But first the developer must get permission to demolish the 1880s
former Nugget factory building.......
.....Save Williamstown spokesman Godfrey Moase said he expected
many more objections to these latest plans.
"There is nothing stopping the developer putting in multiple high-rise
blocks for other bits of land - what we are seeing is the tip of the
iceberg," he said.
Evolve managing director Ashley Williams said plans for further
apartments would not be drawn up until the market for the first
apartment block was assessed......

http://www.heraldsun.com.au/leader/west/plans-lodged-for-woollenmills-site-in-williamstown/story-fngnvmj7-1226558294607
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Plans to rev up ailing grand prix
Tuesday, 22 January 2013

http://m.theage.com.au/national/plans-to-rev-up-ailing-grand-prix20130121-2d388.html

The Age
Josh Gordon 22 January 2013
MORE than 16 years after Melbourne famously poached the grand prix
from Adelaide, the Baillieu government has flagged plans to bring new life
to the race.
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In an economic statement released at the end of last year, the government
signalled it would embark on efforts aimed at ''revitalising'' the event ahead
of negotiations to renew the contract when it expires in 2015.
The strategy - part of a push to ensure Melbourne retains its national and
international standing as the most liveable city - follows concern that the
race has become tired, while representing a growing drain on the budget.
It remains unclear what the new efforts will involve. It is believed the push
will focus mainly on marketing, as well as examining how the Grand Prix
Corporation can continue to cut costs. There are no plans to shift the
venue from Albert Park, or to turn the event into a night race, something
that has been flagged by formula one boss Bernie Ecclestone.....
.....The event's last annual report revealed it cost taxpayers almost $57
million to host, with revenues of $36 million outweighed by spending of $93
million. By the time the contract expires, it is likely to cost at least $60
million, compared to a public subsidy of just $40 million in 2008. The event
cost taxpayers just $1.7 million in 1996, when it was poached from
Adelaide......
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$160 million development for Docklands
Friday, 25 January 2013

http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/media-centre/media-releases/5881-160million-development-for-docklands.html
Premier Media Release
Thursday, 24 January 2013
From the Minister for Planning
Docklands continues to thrive as Melbourne's premier waterfront precinct
following today's an- nouncement of a $160 million residential
development, significantly boosting inner-city living opportunities.
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Planning Minister Matthew Guy has approved two residential towers that
are part of the New Quay precinct that will include five distinct buildings
comprising townhouses, residential apart- ments, retail, lobby, offices at
ground level and a new 5,000 square metre urban park that will be a focal
point of the development.
"At the half way mark in Docklands' development it is important that we
continue to build on the current community fabric and provide even more
living choices close to existing transport connections, jobs and retail," Mr
Guy said.
These two new developments will consist of a 43 level (142 metre)
residential tower with 244 apartments and a 16 level (52.6 metre)
residential tower with 181 apartments.
Docklands is currently home to approximately 7,000 residents and 30,000
workers. By 2025 Docklands is expected to be home to 20,000 residents,
60,000 workers and will continue to at- tract millions of visitors each year.
"As a vital economic hub for Victoria, Docklands has already attracted
more than $8.5 billion of private investment and is estimated to attract
$17.5 billion upon completion," Mr Guy said.
The last financial year saw Docklands experience the most development
activity in its 12 year history with more than $2.4 billion of commercial and
residential development under construc- tion totaling more than 350,000
square metres gross floor area including more than 1,500 dwellings.....
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New powers for minister to speed major projects
Friday, 25 January 2013

http://m.theage.com.au/victoria/new-powers-for-minister-to-speed-majorprojects-20130120-2d1c5.html
The Age
Josh Gordon & Jason Dowling 25 January 2013
PLANNING Minister Matthew Guy is set to gain sweeping new powers to
approve planning decisions deemed to be economically significant to the
state.
The proposed powers form a key part of an economic agenda outlined by
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…013/1/25_New_powers_for_minister_to_speed_major_projects.html
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Premier Ted Baillieu at the end of last year to ''accelerate and streamline''
planning and environmental approval processes to ''increase certainty for
businesses seeking to invest in Victoria''.
The criteria - potentially giving Mr Guy the ability to circumvent complex
environmental and planning approval processes - raise the prospect that
large projects could be fast- tracked to avoid lengthy delays ahead of the
next election.
Under the plan, which has been embraced by the property development
industry, Mr Guy would be given the ability to act as the ''responsible
authority'' to approve major developments with the ''potential to make
significant contributions to the economic future of the state''.......
....The pro-business agenda follows criticisms that the Baillieu government
has failed to articulate a coherent agenda for infrastructure or the state
economy. It has also faced accusations it has been slow to respond to
changing circumstances.
Property industry lobby groups welcomed plans to streamline the
development process.
''Most environmental issues have to do with planning and it seems strange
that a lot of those decisions are not made by the Department of Planning
and Community Development and are left also to the involvement of the
Department of the Environment,'' said Tony De Domenico, the Victorian
executive director of the Urban Development Institute of Australia.
''There needs to be a way of perhaps giving the Planning Minister more
say and more power on, say, that environmental side of things on issues to
do with planning - that's what I think the government is getting at,'' he
said.....

SW comment Developers are always trying to find ways to get around
proper planning practice with third party consultation.
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Developers' lobby 'shifted' freeway route
Friday, 25 January 2013 earlier article 2009

http://m.theage.com.au/national/developers-lobby-shifted-freeway-route20091004-ghwc.html
The Age
Clay Lucas October 05, 2009

A NEW ring road planned around outer Melbourne was shifted almost two
kilometres west
after lobbying by property developers, including a company half-owned by
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Ron Walker.
As a result, grasslands that environment groups say are critical to the
survival of key species - and that would have been partially saved under
the Brumby Government's original plan - are set to be lost to make way for
housing.
The Government has rejected suggestions it acted in the interests of
property developers, but would not make public the grasslands research
upon which its decision was based.....
....Senior property and planning sources have confirmed that large
landowners and developers, including Mr Walker's Evolve Development,
Hamton, Mondous and Mirvac, lobbied the Government to shift the ring
road.
Mr Walker, chairman of Fairfax Media, owner of The Age, said he was not
personally involved in lobbying for the Stoneleigh development. ''I do the
financing for those projects,'' he said.
But Mr Walker and his company's managing director, Ashley Williams,
confirmed that the company had made several representations to both the
planning department and the minister's office to have the road's preferred
route shifted.....
SW comment Developers are always trying to find ways to get around
proper planning practice
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British waterway deploys ship safety aid to combat GPS
attacks
Friday, 25 January 2013

By Jonathan Saul
LONDON (Reuters) - Britain is deploying a back-up ship navigation system
in the English Channel, one of the world's busiest shipping lanes, to tackle
the growing risks of disruptions of vessel satellite devices and jamming by
criminal gangs.
Mariners increasingly rely on global navigation systems that use satellite
signals to find a location or keep exact time. One of the most well known is
the Global Positioning System or GPS.
The General Lighthouse Authorities of the United Kingdom and Ireland
(GLA) this week launched a radio-based back-up system called eLoran to
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…h_waterway_deploys_ship_safety_aid_to_combat_GPS_attacks.html
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counter the threats of jamming or signal loss of GPS devices. Ships will
need to install receiver equipment.
"When a sat nav goes out, it matters a lot to have something secure to fall
back on," David Last, special adviser to the GLA, said. "It (eLoran) is an
almost perfect back-up." If its GPS system ceases to function, a ship risks
running aground or colliding with other vessels.
Last said all GPS systems run the risk of signal loss due to solar weather
effects. Also cheap jamming devices are widely available in Britain and
have been used by criminal gangs to disable tracking systems on highvalue stolen cars.
"There have been major incidents in which North Korea has jammed GPS
in South Korea. The outcome is that they lost not just ship navigation, but it
affected all of their mobile phone networks and their military systems. We
do know terrorists have been arrested in the U.S. with GPS jamming
equipment," Last said. "So GPS is very vulnerable.”....
http://mobile.reuters.com/article/technologyNews/idUSBRE90A0M5201301
11

SW comment How vulnerable are ships in Pt Gellibrand and at BAE
Systems to these sort of attacks.
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Altona to get acoustic wall to stop port noise
Wednesday, 30 January 2013

Hobsons Bay Leader
by: Fiona O'Doherty,
January 30, 2013 12:00AM
THE company behind plans for a 24-hour "inland port" in Altona has
agreed to build a wall to block noise from its operations.
The pledge followed mediation at the Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal earlier this month.
Salta Constructions will build a 5m high acoustic wall between the site and
homes to the south extending across its Modal Place property boundary.
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The company has a permit to develop the site to store more than 10,000
containers operating 24 hours, seven days a week.
The facility will include five trains entering daily, each with 80 containers.
Resident Annette Sullivan said she was happy the company would build
the wall and regularly monitor sound levels once the inland port began
operating......
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/leader/west/altona-to-get-acoustic-wall-tostop-port-noise/story-fngnvmj7-1226564442726

SW Comment: Maybe BAE Systems need to make sure there is an
acoustic wall too which protects existing residents.
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Crewmember Missing After Explosion Rocks Tanker in
Persian Gulf
Thursday, 31 January 2013 previous article

http://gcaptain.com/crewmember-missing-explosion-rocks/?42413
BY GCAPTAIN STAFF ON MARCH 15, 2012
(Dow Jones) Norwegian shipping company Stolt-Nielsen Ltd. (SNI.OS)
said Thursday that its Stolt Tankers B.V. unit, operator and owner of MT
Stolt Valor, confirms that the vessel suffered an explosion on board whilst
transiting the Persian Gulf.
MAIN FACTS:
-A coalition warship is presently on site and is providing assistance.
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-Company understands that 24 of the 25 crewmembers are safe and on
board the coalition vessel.
-One crewmember is currently missing.
-Stolt is working in close cooperation with the authorities on site in order to
establish the whereabouts of the missing seafarer and the condition of the
vessel.

SW Comment: Another tanker explosion. Picture above it the Korean
Tanker which exploded in January 2012

< previous

file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…ber_Missing_After_Explosion_Rocks_Tanker_in_Persian_Gulf.html

next >

Page 2 of 2

SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

14/11/2014 1:02 pm

About Us
Objecting to Plans

Save Williamstown Inc

PPWM SIte

Status of Plans

2012 Planning Scheme Amendment

2014 NUGGET Heritage

2014 Oriental Heritage
NEWS

2010 SW Presentation

ISSUES

Events

Downloads

Contact Us

SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN
Join Facebook
SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN
Support us by buying a Tee Shirt
- email

Slump looming as a third of new home sales abandoned
Thursday, 31 January 2013 previous article

http://theage.domain.com.au/real-estate-news/slump-looming-as-a-third-ofnew-home-sales-abandoned-20121128-2adpm.html
The Age
November 28, 2012
Chris Vedelago
Melbourne's outer-suburban property market is facing a serious slump as
distressed buyers and builders cancel one in every three new home
purchases.
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The collapse in sales could have serious repercussions for the state
economy and the building industry, which employs more than 250,000
Victorians.
"We've never seen this before, so it's a very strong signal that the
fundamentals are wrong," said Colin Keane, director of analyst group
Research4, who compiled the new research.
He said the current cancellation rate of more than 30 per cent compared to
an average two years ago of about 5 per cent.
Developers have had nearly 1800 lots returned to them this year as buyers
have aborted plans to build homes in the city's housing estates, according
to the National Land Survey Program.
While buyers who walk away from sales are losing their deposits,
developers are left trying to re-sell the land as demand wanes.
The cancellation rate on land deals hit more than 30 per cent in the
September quarter, up from an average of 5 per cent before the 2009-2010
property boom ended. It had been averaging about 23 per cent over the
past year.....

SW Comment: Evolve has greenfield sites including one near Whittlesea we wonder whether they are under financial pressure to sell at Former Port
Phillip Woollen Mill Site because of less interest in the outer suburban sites
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