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Minister’s Advisory Committee Dates
announced
Friday, 2 July 2010

The CLOSING DATE for written submissions to the Advisory
Committee on the Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Site is
27th August 2010. Save Williamstown will be distributing a
leaflet about how to make submissions and conducting
workshops on submission writing to assist residents and
other stakeholders in making submissions within the set out
time frames. The committee hearings are likely to be a
fortnight after the submissions close.
This is verbal information obtained from “Planning Panels
Victoria” a link to the formal advertisement will be provided
shortly.
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Planning behind government doors in
Victoria...
Thursday, 8 July 2010

Further evidence that closed committees are making
planning decisions in Victoria as reported in The Age
The Age by Clay Lucas
July 6, 2010 - 3:00AM

Developers face off in South Yarra war of the high rises
“A BATTLE between two powerful developers over the
height of a South Yarra skyscraper is to be settled behind
government doors today, amid growing fears that planning in
Victoria is increasingly out of control.
Toll Holdings managing director Paul Little - ranked by BRW
as Australia's 38th richest man, with a fortune of $855
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…/2010/7/8_Planning_behind_government_doors_in_Victoria....html
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million - is also a property developer. His company, Little
Project Developments, wants to knock down an old ANZ
building on Toorak Road, near the corner of Chapel Street....
.......... In May, Mr Little convinced Planning Minister Justin
Madden to step in and take the decision out of the hands of
the planning tribunal - which last year rejected an application
from developer Stockland for a similar apartment block just
around the corner.
In a closed hearing today, the Department of Planning's
Jane Monk will hear from both sides, before making a
recommendation to Mr Madden.
APN spokesman Grant Muller said the project should be
decided in a public hearing.
Victoria's Planning Institute yesterday agreed. ''Having
things done behind closed doors like this is concerning,''
institute president David Vorchheimer said.
But Little Project Development's Mr Fox said APN was
behaving badly. ''They are being a pain in the arse,'' he said.
''They think they are only people entitled to a tower in the
whole of South Yarra.''
The opposition said Mr Madden should have let the state
planning tribunal rule on the case. ''We can't continue to
have a planning system where the minister just erratically
calls in projects like this,'' planning spokesman Matthew Guy
said.........”
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/developers-face-off-insouth-yarra-war-of-the-high-rises-20100705-zxnf.html
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Madden diary a closed book
Monday, 12 July 2010

Something we didn’t know already!! Save Williamstown’s
FOI requests have been delayed too.. So much for OPEN
government. How does a public servant mix up their private
business and public business in a diary paid for by Tax
Payers?
The Age by Jason Dowling
July 12, 2010 - 3:00AM
“FORGET the price of the grand prix, cabinet documents or
Brownlow votes - rocketing up the list of protected
information in Victoria is a few months of entries in the diary
of Planning Minister Justin Madden's chief of staff.......
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........But Victorians will be denied the right to know if
lobbyists or developers are meeting with the planning
minister's chief adviser Justin Jarvis - or when, where and
how often.
The Age has been refused an FOI request for a copy of Mr
Jarvis' diary for the period January 1 to April 1, 2010.
Why shouldn't the public know who the planning minister's
chief adviser is meeting with, in a time of increased
ministerial planning intervention?
Because, according to Andrew Weston, FOI manager with
the Department of Planning and Community Development, it
is not practicable to produce an edited copy of the diary that
distinguishes between personal and work-related entries
and produces ''an accurate record''.
Mr Weston ruled ''the abbreviated nature of the entries'' also
had the potential to be misleading. Across Bass Strait in the
island state, freedom-of-information officers have no such
problems.....”
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/madden-diary-a-closedbook-20100711-105m9.html
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Traffic to increase
Wednesday, 14 July 2010

When several developments impact on a street, is it
responsible for the traffic experts to show the impact of the
combined development or is it deceptive to just report part of
the picture and thus not alert the community to the real
impact of several developments?
The Mail by Goya Bennett
July 14, 2010 - 3:00AM
“CECIL Street residents are up in arms over a controversial
child-care centre planned for St Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church at Williamstown.
As reported by this newspaper last month, Hobsons Bay
Council approved a 79-place centre operated by Kids by the
Bay on land formerly occupied by the church manse.
It is understood residents have lodged an appeal at the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/7/14_Traﬃc_to_increase.html
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Victorian Administrative and Appeals Tribunal.
Objector Duncan Steele said residents’ main concern was
that the traffic assessment for the centre, conducted by GTA
consultants, failed to consider increased traffic movement
from another development proposed nearby.....”
http://williamstownadvertiser.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/vi
ewer.aspx’
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Local productions boost Vic film industry
Wednesday, 21 July 2010

ABC report by Kirsten Veness
July 15, 2010
“Victoria's film and television industry is booming and it is
not Hollywood bringing the work, but home grown
productions.
It is estimated that over the last financial year, more than
$200 million was spent in Victoria, making it one of the
strongest years on record.
It is hoped this traditionally volatile industry is proving to be
more sustainable in the long-term.....
.....The chief executive officer of Film Victoria, Sandra
Sdraulig says an estimated $230 million was spent in the
state during that time.....
.....The situation also appears to be improving at the
Docklands studios. A few years ago, there was talk the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…ntries/2010/7/21_Local_productions_boost_Vic_film_industry.html
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studios were empty because they were too expensive. Now
they are operating at about 65 per cent capacity.
Film Victoria says the recent strength of local projects
suggests film production is becoming more resilient and able
to sustain the industry in the long term......”
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2010/07/14/2952853.htm
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A vote for 'real' change
Wednesday, 21 July 2010

The Advertiser BY LINA MESITI
21 Jul, 2010 12:00 AM
“A WILLIAMSTOWN resident has thrown down the gauntlet
to voters in the coming federal and state elections.
John Marks, who has been living in Williamstown for more
than 60 years, believes the only way to highlight what he
claims is "neglect" of voters in the safe seats is to "change"
their vote.....
..... Mr Marks cited the proposed high-rise development in
Nelson Place, Williamstown, as an example of the ALP
ignoring the west.
"We don't want high-rise density developments, but the land
is available. The money interest is there and people who
represent us don't listen......."
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Hobsons Bay child-care plans 'clash'
Wednesday, 21 July 2010

The Advertiser BY GOYA BENNETT
21 Jul, 2010 12:00 AM
“THE only community-run child-care centre in Hobsons Bay
could fold if a church proceeds with plans to build a bigger
centre next door.
Williamstown Child Care Centre Co-operative, which
opened in 1986 with 22 children, has objected to a proposal
for a 79-place centre behind StAndrew's Presbyterian
Church.
The co-op has joined Cecil Street residents, the latter having
major traffic concerns, in lodging an appeal with the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal......
.... "Obviously, we recognise there is significant demand for
child care and kinder places in the Williamstown region, but
it would be a great shame for this to be achieved at the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/7/21_Hobsons_Bay_child-care_plans_clash.html
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expense of our well-established, community-owned and
operated centre," she said.
"We believe both centres can co-exist and meet the
requirements of the local community. We're at risk of
actually having to relocate, ultimately, because we can't
expand on our current site."
Ms Joske said new child-care regulations, including smaller
child-staff ratios and bigger outdoor space requirements,
meant the co-op either had to expand or lose four children.
She said the co-op had presented two expansion proposals
to St Andrew's, but both had been rejected. "We're a
community centre with just 42 places that caters to all socioeconomic groups within Williamstown," she said."
http://www.themail.com.au/news/local/news/general/hobson
s-bay-childcare-plans-clash/1890968.aspx
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Advisory Committee to the Minister publishes
opening of Submissions today
Saturday, 24 July 2010

Today - the timetable for submissions and hearings of the
Minister’s Advisory Committee have been published.
Click here for an enlarged scan of the Advertisement.
It should be noted that the Advisory Committee is
specifically excluding consideration of any other zoning of
the Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Site than Residential 1
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…ee_to_the_Minister_publishes_opening_of_Submissions_today.html
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which has been predetermined by Minister Madden. No
public consultation was given to this determination and it
was based solely on the application of the developer Nelson
Place Village.
The committee will, however, also review planning and
urban design matters relating to the land to the south of
Nelson Place within Precinct 20, as identified under the
Hobsons Bay Industrial Land Management Strategy 2008.
Therefore it is Save Williamstown’s understanding that there
must be zoning considerations in the area “South of the
Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Site” as designated in the
Terms of Reference. This is based upon the fact that these
other parcels of land are currently zoned Industrial 1 & 3 and
these sites are occupied by existing businesses. Existing
uses will conflict with the Residential 1 zone and it is
therefore reasonable to make submissions on the zoning
matters relating to existing Williamstown Businesses. Also
included is the Prince of Wales Hotel, known as the Titanic
which is currently zoned Industrial 1 and other heritage
hotels which are some of the earliest buildings in
Williamstown.
The only information today on the linked website below is
the “Terms of Reference” and “Committee composition” but
if the other advisory committees (ie Coastal Climate Change
Advisory Committee) format is followed then there should be
a link on this webpage to more information and documents
about the Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Site.

http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/DSE/nrenpl.nsf/LinkView/5A9FF0
797A2A0F51CA25770B003DC56BE82B85B30B18B0A4CA
2572FF00270933
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“PR in the fight for Williamstown village”
Sorry Mr Developer - WRONG- Only the
developer is hiring a PR firm Save Williamstown doesn’t need SPIN.. we
are speaking up for the COMMUNITY
Tuesday, 27 July 2010

To portray Save Williamstown as an anti-development group
is an absolute lie. Save Williamstown represents the
community and the community favours development BUT
that development must fit with the Heritage of the area,
existing businesses. the nationally significant shipbuilding
industry and allow for the impact on the infrastructure of
Williamstown. Development similar to that on Nelson Place
between Ann St and Thompson St, respect height limits,
heritage buildings and the historic street scape but 46.5
metre towers with up to 17 storeys do not.
Williamstown’s community is adamantly against the
Developer’s Proposal for up to 46.5 metre tower apartment
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…oesnt_need_SPIN.._we_are_speaking_up_for_the_COMMUNITY.html
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buildings overshadowing back-to-back type terraces with no
private open space - the “lower echelons ” of multi-million
$$$ penthouses...
Why do Developers like to build high rise apartments?
Mainly because they can pre-sell penthouses off the plan
before building even begins and receive early buyercommitment which enables them to raise loan funding for
the development. This type of development is basically lazy
planning. It lacks any research as to what is needed in a
community and what fits in a community. The unoccupied
Wool Mills are ugly and derelict and the whole community
accepts that development will happen and it could be
development which is exciting and makes a contribution to
UNIQUE Williamstown. This is a community which accepts
restraint in the name of sustainable appropriate
development. Ask anyone who has sought planning
permission and lives in the area of the original 1837 Hoddle
Street Layout for Williamstown.
The eminent historian Geoffrey Blainey has stated:
“I think the strip of land close to Point Gellibrand is probably
more central to Victorian history than any other strip of land I
can think of. Its significance is perhaps second only to
Sydney’s Circular Quay in terms of Australian history since
white settlement”
Circular Quay has been “remodelled” by developers which
makes Williamstown’s intact heritage all the more
important.
Destructive developers are not welcome in Williamstown,
those with imagination and a contribution to make are.
And so to the article in
The Hobsons Bay Leader
by James Twining 27 JUL 10 @ 06:06AM
which now has a long list of comments from the community
“A PUBLIC relations battle over the controversial 400plus apartment village proposed for Williamstown’s
foreshore is being stepped up.
Proponent Nelson Place Village Pty Ltd has hired a PR
firm to arrange meetings with locals apprehensive about
the plan.
This would include building four apartment towers, up to
46.5m, and several townhouses on the former Port
Phillip Woollen Mills site at Nelson Place.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…oesnt_need_SPIN.._we_are_speaking_up_for_the_COMMUNITY.html
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In a letter seen by the Leader, Nelson Place Village
managing director Ashley Williams says the developers:
“would appreciate the opportunity to arrange a meeting
to discuss our vision for the site”.
“We are most interested in community feedback,” Mr
Williams wrote.
The company also sent out community response forms
to gauge public opinion.
Mr Williams told the Leader there was nothing sinister in
the move, rather it would be used to get feedback.
“I think it is part of the process we have been involved
with,” he said.
“There wasn’t an opportunity up until now to start that
dialogue.”.......”
NO OPPORTUNITY UNTIL NOW?????????? We thought
you had been planning this development for about 5 years
and you told the Minister that Council was delaying things
and asked him to call it in? Why didn’t you consult the
community before you drew up plans - isn’t that a NORMAL
Planning requirement?
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Green land cut back as Melbourne grows
much bigger
Thursday, 29 July 2010

The Age
by Jason Dowling July 29, 2010 - 12:02PM
“Melbourne has today become much, much bigger.
Already one of the world's largest cities by geographic
footprint - stretching 100 kilometres from east to west Victoria's Parliament today voted in favour of expanding
Melbourne by another 43,600 hectares.
The land - roughly equal to four Phillip Islands - is on the
city's western, northern and south-eastern fringes.
The expansion is the biggest change to the size of
Melbourne in almost a decade and will destroy thousands of
hectares of Melbourne's green-wedge land - once dubbed
the city's "lungs" - as well as fertile food-growing areas to
Melbourne's east.
Today's vote was opposed by the Greens but supported by
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…7/29_Green_land_cut_back_as_Melbourne_grows_much_bigger.html
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the Liberal-Nationals coalition.
Developers argue the decision, and any subsequent
residential development, will ease pressure on housing
supply and affordability....
.....A spokeswoman for Planning Minister Justin Madden
said the planning scheme amendment to expand the urban
growth boundary was "fundamental to maintaining housing
affordability".
"Expanding the boundary is a major component of the
Brumby Labor Government's long-term plan to manage
growth, keep house prices affordable and ensure our city
remains one of the world's most welcoming and livable
cities," she said.”
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/green-land-cut-back-asmelbourne-grows-much-bigger-20100729-10wvi.html
Does this mean more emphasis on preparing suitable land
for population expansion and not putting pressure on inner
suburbs which lack infrastructure to expand...? Is the
Planning Minister becoming more rational?
< previous
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Meeting notes on Hotel Windsor plans
withheld
Thursday, 29 July 2010

The Age
by Jason Dowling July 29, 2010
“NOTES taken in a meeting between Planning Minister
Justin Madden and the developer behind the controversial
$260 million Hotel Windsor redevelopment are being
withheld by the government - months after the minister
appeared to indicate they would be released.
Mr Madden was asked in May to release the notes when he
appeared before a state parliamentary committee. At the
time he said he expected the notes to be ''fed into the
system''.
When The Age subsequently asked the government for a
copy of the notes, it was told to submit a freedom-ofinformation request.
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The Department of Planning has now formally refused that
request. Defending the refusal, a department spokesman
said that ''given it [the meeting] was a general discussion
around the intention to submit a formal application, no file
notes were recorded.
''A personal note was made by one of the officers. However,
this note only had personal meaning to that officer and was
not used in any decision-making process. These kinds of
personal notes do not meet the definition of a document of
an agency under the FOI Act.''......”
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/meeting-notes-on-hotelwindsor-plans-withheld-20100728-10w6w.html
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