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Justin maddens Williamstown man
Sunday, 2 May 2010

The Leader
BY JAMES TWINING
“JOHN Patterson is not normally one to be criticising
Victorian Labor governments.
The Williamstown man has been a lifelong member of the
ALP, but his allegiance hasn’t stopped him venting his
frustration.
Mr Patterson has planted a giant sign on the verandah of his
Esplanade home, chastising a one-time star Labor recruit Planning Minister Justin Madden.
“The only successful thing done by Madden is Madden the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/5/2_Justin_maddens_Williamstown_man.html
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people of Victoria,” his sign reads.
“He must be dumped! Save Willy.”
Mr Patterson was one of the thousands who signed a
petition opposed to high-rise development on the former
Port Phillip Woollen Mills site in Williamstown.
Mr Madden recently announced he would rezone the
industrial site to residential, taking control of the planning
process from Hobsons Bay Council.
....
Mr Patterson said the State Labor Government had shown
“a complete disregard for the people of Williamstown” by
taking over the rezoning.
“I think Premier Brumby and Minister Madden should read
history: Jeff Kennett went along his arrogant way and he
and his government were dumped by the people,” he
said......”
http://hobsons-bayleader.whereilive.com.au/news/story/justin-maddensresident/
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Coast to get $5m fund
Tuesday, 4 May 2010

The Leader
BY JAMES TWINING
“A PLAN that will guide change along Williamstown’s
foreshore over the next 10 years has been released. The
43-page Williamstown Foreshore Strategic Plan, launched
last Thursday, sets boundaries for what can be developed
on the waterfront between Stony Creek Park – under the
West Gate Bridge – and Point Gellibrand Coastal Park.
It also gives timelines for several projects, including
pedestrian and bike path upgrades; realignment of swing
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/5/4_Coast_to_get_%245m_fund.html
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moorings; safer boating access; and reducing boat
congestion near Gem Pier.
The timelines are divided into short (within three years),
medium ( four-seven years) and long-term ( eight-10 years)
priorities.
While some projects have been completed, other longerterm priorities are yet to be funded.
.......Parks Victoria’s Trevor Miles said about $5 million
would be spent over the 10 years on the strategic plan.
State and local government and private businesses would
be responsible for allocating the money.
......Williamstown state Labor MP Wade Noonan said the
plan would ensure minimal change to the waterfront.
‘‘We will ensure we make the most of the Williamstown
foreshore without losing its integrity or appeal,’’ he said.
Environment and Climate Change Minister Gavin Jennings
said there would be economic benefits from the upgrades.
‘‘The improvements at the foreshore will create jobs in the
construction phase as well as result in on-going jobs as
more visitors and tourists use the amenities,’’ he said.
.........See the document online at http://parkweb.vic.gov.au”

From electronic edition of The Leader
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Development threat to silver screen
Tuesday, 4 May 2010

The Star
By Nicole Precel
“WILLIAMSTOWN residents are concerned their film-friendly
suburb might become a film foe.
Hobsons Bay City Council collects between $15,000 to
$20,000 annually from international and national film
projects filmed in the municipality.
Save Williamstown member Suzanne Orange said there
was something being filmed in Williamstown almost on a
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/5/4_Development_threat_to_silver_screen.html
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weekly basis.
She worried the proposed Nelsons Place Village
development could harm the potential for Williamstown to be
used as future sets.
“If you have the backdrop of 46.5m towers, how can you use
that for a country scene?” she said.
Williamstown has featured in international productions such
as Charlotte’s Web and Where the Wild Things Are, along
with some episodes of Stingers, Blue Heelers, Rush and
Underbelly....
Hobsons Bay City Council spokesman said the panel
appointed by the Minister was calling for submissions.
He said issues such as filming concerns should be raised
through the panel process.”
http://www.starnewsgroup.com.au/story/88554
Painting of old railway cutting at Point Gellibrand
by Norm Roberts nsrob@hotmail.com
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SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

Speech at Public Funeral Saturday 8th May
Saturday, 8 May 2010

Speech by Godfrey Moase
Local representative democracy, some say, has been dying for a
generation or more. Its punishment for empowering the people
has been to have its body offered up to the circling vultures of
greed.
Here in Williamstown those same vultures are circling. They
want to rip the heart out of our community, tear it up into pieces
and sell it off. Taking the village out of Williamstown and leaving
us empty.
Local democracy has died and now everything must be justified
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…ntries/2010/5/8_Speech_at_Public_Funeral_Saturday_8th_May.html
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in a narrow language of growth and profit.
The Department's Press Release from 26 March announcing the
rezoning of the Port Phillip Woollen Mill site is illustrative.
The decision to rezone the land residential was presented as
part of the plan to ensure continued economic growth in Victoria.
The developers, in their PR campaign, keep telling us that their
proposal is a necessary development - required to fix an
affordability crisis in the housing market.
While I doubt socialite housing is going to fix a real social need,
let me remind you, that before each of us were encouraged to
make a profit out of our family home, there was no affordability
crisis. Housing was a need we met together.
Ever since democracy's birth it has always been at its best when
the people rose up and gave it strength.
After the Eureka Rebellion the colonies of Victoria and New
South Wales abolished property qualifications for the lower
house, introduced voting by the ballot box and gave all white
men the vote.
Women's suffrage was only won after a strong community
struggle.
Aboriginal peoples won the right to vote in 1967 but this itself
was preceded by the Gurindji strike of May 1966 when Vincent
Lingiari led his people against the British transnational
corporation, Vesteys.
Power concedes nothing without a claim - without a struggle.
What will resurrect local democracy is our willingness to stay
and fight. The developers want us to feel like Nelson Place
Village is inevitable - that we just have to cop the attack on our
jobs and our heritage.
I am confident we can win our fight. The campaign continues to
grow in strength.
We have a second coffin here today - an empty one for when we
bury the developer's 46.5m high vision.
We no longer have the luxury of assuming that anyone or
anything will win this fight for us. But we will prevail and we will
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…ntries/2010/5/8_Speech_at_Public_Funeral_Saturday_8th_May.html
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breathe new life into local democracy.
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Public Funeral for Local Democracy
Saturday, 8 May 2010

Save Williamstown mourned the passing of Democracy at
Commonwealth Reserve, Nelson Place Williamstown
at 12 noon on Saturday 8th May
Susie Morrow was the celebrant at the service
explaining that the community had been excluded from
democratic process by Minister Madden unilaterally rezoning the
site residential without consulting with Hobsons Bay City
Council, the local community or stakeholders. The rezoning had
been solely on the developer’s application to the Minister - the
death of democracy.
Chief Mourners/Speakers were:
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/5/8_Public_Funeral_for_Local_Democracy.html

Page 1 of 3

SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

13/11/2014 10:35 pm

Liz McKeag
Godfrey Moase
Colleen Hartland, MLC Western Metropolitan (Greens)
Wade Noonan, MLA Williamstown (ALP)
Music by:
Bec and Seb
...also present and supporting the community was Joan Kirner
ex Premier of Victoria together with a thousand Williamstown
residents many dressed in black for the sad occasion.
There were two coffins one for Democracy (RIP) which
contained the “Dead” ballot box with the last votes of the
community and a second partner coffin which waits in readiness
for the burial of the inappropriate and unsustainable plans of the
developer Nelson Place Village of the Former Port Phillip
Woollen Mill Site.
After speeches the mourners walked in procession with the
coffins to the heritage Ann St Morgue for interment. The sad
mourners were lead by 3 young musicians of Theatre Reasearch
Institute’s Five Angry Men and the Willum Women’s Choir.
In the morgue the coffins were laid to rest with two single
candles in the candelabra showing a light for the future when
once more democracy will prevail and the full candelabra can be
lit in celebration.
Following the interment a wake was held in the Pirates Tavern at
Seaworks where The Long and Short performed and mourners
were able to talk about their visions for a better planning system
in the future.
A book of condolences was signed by many mourners as a
permanent memorial of the sentiment of local residents towards
the unfair planning processes for which Minister Madden is
responsible
Save Williamstown teeshirts were on sale and further orders can
be placed by contacting Ian Carpenter c/o the address below.
A big thank you to all those who letterboxed 6,000 flyers through
Williamstown and district and those who contacted friends
neighbours relatives and colleagues about the event.
Television news on Channels Seven, Nine and Ten reported on 6
O’Clock news as well as newspaper reporters being in
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/5/8_Public_Funeral_for_Local_Democracy.html
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attendance.
DEMOCRACY - REST IN PEACE
see pictures of the ceremony here
If you have any pictures to add to the gallery please email to
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Greens plan challenge to Madden
Monday, 10 May 2010

The Age
by Sarah-Jane Collins
May 10, 2010 - 3:00AM
“ROSE Iser lost a close-run race for Greens preselection in the
marginal seat of Melbourne, but it has picked her to take on
Planning Minister Justin Madden in the safe Labor seat of
Essendon.
In November, Mr Madden, now in the upper house, hopes to
claim a spot on the green benches of the lower house when he
contests Essendon.
But the Greens say discontent over planning decisions should
draw voters away from the ALP. Retiring MP Judy Maddigan
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/5/10_Greens_plan_challenge_to_Madden.html
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holds Essendon with an 11.8 per cent margin. Ms Iser says this
number is soft.
''I think the resignation of Judy Maddigan leaves the field more
open than the current margin indicates,'' she said.....
...Ms Iser - who lives in Flemington on the border of Melbourne
and Essendon - says Mr Madden doesn't consult residents about
planning decisions, giving rise to much frustration.”

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/greens-plan-challenge-tomadden-20100509-uls8.html
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Federal Senate Notice of Motion - Windsor
Hotel - Watch this news...
Wednesday, 12 May 2010

On today’s agenda in the Commonwealth Parliament the Greens
are raising matters to do with the planning decsions on the
WIndsor Hotel
No. 788 – Leader of the Australian Greens (Senator Bob Brown)
– Windsor Hotel, Victoria

This could see interesting intervention in planning matters in
Victoria by federal parliament..
REPORT TO FOLLOW

file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…r_Hotel_-_passes_motion_of_National_Heritage_Significance.html
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http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/work/red/red.pdf
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Department of Planning and Community
Development writes to many SW members
Wednesday, 12 May 2010

Many members of our community who have written to Minister
Madden received the attached letter today indicating that the
Terms of Reference for the Advisory Committee will be
determined shortly and there is mention of providing for
consultatation with key landowners, relevant agencies and the
Williamstown community. But the letter claims erroneously that
there was support for residential zoning by Hobsons Bay City
Council - this is clearly not the case as council has said Mixed
Use would be a better zoning..
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Vow to fight
Thursday, 13 May 2010

The Star
by Nicole Precel
“AS OVER 300 Williamstown residents trudged in black down
Nelsons Place on Saturday, they carried with them two coffins.
One to symbolise the death of local democracy, the other in a
hope to bury the developer’s proposal for the Port Phillip
Woollen Mill.
Dressed in black, some with veils and placing flowers on the
black coffin that read “local democracy”, residents sorrowfully
listened to civil celebrant Susan Morrow as she stood in the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/5/13_Vow_to_fight.html
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rotunda at Commonwealth Reserve, amidst music and
passionate cries.
“We hope that after today we can think of democracy not so
much as dead, more, living challenged,” Ms Morrow said.
Musicians, Bec and Sebastian played songs referencing
developments overriding paradises such as Joni Mitchell’s Big
Yellow Taxi.
Those at the funeral, later, carried the two coffins, what Ms
Morrow described as their “dear friend democracy” to the
Williamstown morgue followed by a wake at Pirates Tavern.
Liz McEag spoke of those residents in the area that had fought
in the past against planning procedures and won.
Save Williamstown spokesman Godfrey Moase outlined the
struggles and long campaigns throughout history that led to
women and aboriginals’ rights to vote.
“I think what will resurrect local democracy is our willingness to
stay and fight and keep on fighting when it seems that all else is
dark,” he said.
“Local representative democracy, some say, has been dying for
a generation or more, it’s punishment for empowering the people
has left its body offered up by the circling vultures of greed.”
He said the vultures were circling.
“They want to rip the heart out of our community, tear it up into
pieces and throw it off,” he said.
“We can prevail and we will prevail and we will breathe new life
into local democracy,” he said.
He said their popularity and support had been growing,
exemplified by a growing Facebook page, which now had about
700 members.
He said that the proposed ‘socialite’ housing would not help the
housing affordability scheme.
Greens MP Colleen Hartland spoke in support of the residents,
saying that Williamstown was her backyard.
“Stay stubborn, you have right on your side,” she said.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/5/13_Vow_to_fight.html
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“This is an election year and governments hate community
campaigns in an election year.”
She said residents had proved they weren’t ‘Nimbins’, they had
ideas for their community.
Williamstown resident Andrew Davidson said if the proposal
went through, it would set a precedent in the future for overriding
community involvement in planning decisions.
Williamstown MP Wade Noonan and Joan Kirner also addressed
the rally.
As the group walked towards the final resting place, a vault with
lit candles, some wearing Save Williamstown t-shirts, a choir
echoed “we sing for justice, we sing for peace.”
Ms Morrow finished her eulogy.
“Tenderly and reverently we commit the symbol of our precious
democracy to mother earth here in Williamstown. With respect
and honour, we bid him farewell … for now.”...”
http://www.starnewsgroup.com.au/story/88820
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'Burial' for democracy in Williamstown
Thursday, 13 May 2010

The Advertiser
bu Goya Bennett
“A PUBLIC "funeral for democracy" has demonstrated an
uprising of community spirit.
Last Saturday's protest in Williamstown followed Planning
Minister Justin Madden's decision to override Hobsons Bay
Council by rezoning the former Port Phillip Woollen Mill site,
paving the way for a 16-storey development.
Williamtown resident Tomek Koman, of the Theatre Research
Institute, said his band chose Chopin's Funeral March. "It's very
appropriate. We are burying a child today. If I have to bury local
democracy because someone has no respect for the will of the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…WS/Entries/2010/5/13_Burial_for_democracy_in_Williamstown.html
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people, that pisses me off and I am reacting to that."
Save Williamstown spokesman Godfrey Moase said the body of
democracy was being circled by the vultures of greed. "They
want to rip the heart out of our community, tear it up into pieces
and sell it off, taking the village out of Williamstown and leaving
us empty.
"The developers, they want us to feel like this Nelson Place
Village development is inevitable.
"They want us to feel that there is nothing we can do about it.
"Well, let me tell you, we are not going to give up on our jobs
that easily and we are not going to give up on our heritage that
easily.
"What we've got today is a second coffin. An empty one for when
we bury the developer's proposal and we can have a celebration
that we won.
"We can prevail and we will prevail and we will breathe new life
into local democracy."
Civil celebrant Susan Morrow said judging by the crowd dressed
in its funereal finest, democracy was kicking the bucket in style.
"Oscar Wilde once said, 'One can survive anything nowadays except death.' Well, we're not taking death lying down.".....”

http://www.themail.com.au/news/local/news/general/burial-fordemocracy-in-williamstown/1827912.aspx
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Speech by Liz McKeag at Public Funeral
Saturday 8th May
Thursday, 13 May 2010

Democracy Rally 8 May 2010 at Commonwealth Reserve
Williamstown
Liz McKeag spoke about the success of previous rallies in
Williamstown which activated the community to protect the
railway and the coastal park at Point Gellibrand.
In 1993 the then Kennett government planned to close the
Williamstown railway line from Newport to Williamstown. A
public meeting in the Town Hall was attended by 1,500 people to
protest against the closure. The Williamstown Rail Action Group
was formed following that meeting. After an intense campaign
the railway line was saved.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…Speech_by_Liz_McKeag_at_Public_Funeral_Saturday_8th_May.html
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The following year in 1994 the Williamstown Rail Action Group
initiated a meeting with interested people to discuss the threat of
a housing development at Point Gellibrand.
In April 1995 the Save Point Gellibrand Action Group was
formed and launched a campaign that spanned over five years.
At this time the HBCC and Parks Vic formed a Community
Consultative Committee to discuss the Williamstown-Altona
Coastal Parkland Setting Plan. The CCC agreed on four
principles concerning Point Gellibrand.
1. That the site be unalienable in its entirety
2. the park be designated as an historic park with all the
recognition and implication that are attached to that status
3. the wild character of the site to be maintained
4. and the significant traffic problems were to be addressed

The SPGAG had a landscape architect draw up a plan for the
Park based on the four principles
In 1997 after the public consultation process the plans went to
the State Government for approval. However, in March 1998 the
Minister announced the plans for Point Gellibrand Park with an
altered plan that allowed housing on 1.66 hectares.
In Feb 1999 advertisement appeared in the papers calling for
Tenders to develop the site – stating Williamstown Water Views.
SPGAG and the group Preserve Old Williamstown collaborated
in submitting over 300 community tenders to buy the land at a
nominal cost of $5 per tender. The documents which included a
5 cent taped to the inside of each folder were delivered to the
State Government tender office in Spring Street in a wheel
barrow. A State election was called before the tender process
could be finalized
Our local Member at that time Steve Bracks pledged that he
would abolish the planned housing if Labor won government,
which they did and he duly tore up the plans for the housing.
The SPGAG had monthly meeting over a period of five years.
They lobbied politicians, produced a monthly newsletter, ran
information sessions at Point Gellibrand and had street stalls in
Douglas Parade. Held many public rallies– Hands off our park,
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…Speech_by_Liz_McKeag_at_Public_Funeral_Saturday_8th_May.html
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Hands around our park and the Not for Sale rally.
On Australia Day 2000 the SPGAP celebrated saving the land
from development.
Following on from that victory a steering committee was formed
through Parks Vic to oversee the implementation of the
Masterplan. The committee met for a period of two years.
And finally 15 years on, .on 31 May this year, Parks Victoria will
celebrate the completion of the Point Gellibrand Coastal
Heritage Park.
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A dark day for democracy
Friday, 14 May 2010

The Advertiser
“BLACK was back with a vengeance as hundreds mourned the
death of democracy in Williamstown on Saturday.
The public 'funeral' followed Planning Minister Justin Madden's
decision to override Hobsons Bay Council by rezoning the
former Port Phillip Woollen Mill site, paving the way for 16-storey
development.
Western suburbs' Greens MP Colleen Hartland told the crowd to
keep up the fight.
"The message I give you today is, stay stubborn. You have right
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…/Entries/2010/5/14_MP_urges_community_to_remain_stubborn.html
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on your side and you must use it.
"This is an election year. Governments hate community
campaigns in election year. Use this time well and tell the
government that you're not going to take it any more. This is my
backyard, too ... so keep it up, and I'll stand with you."
Save Williamstown spokesman Godfrey Moase said the body of
democracy was being circled by the vultures of greed.
"They want to rip the heart out of our community, tear it up into
pieces and sell it off, taking the village out of Williamstown and
leaving us empty.
"What we've got today is a second coffin. An empty one for when
we bury the developer's proposal, and we can have a
celebration that we won."
Williamstown resident and former state premier Joan Kirner
decried the decision made by Mr Madden.
"It was a bad decision for government and a bad decision for
community. I'm here because I want a good result for
Williamstown, [one] which suits the community," she said.....”

http://www.themail.com.au/news/local/news/general/a-dark-dayfor-democracy/1827872.aspx
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State Government now including Cecil St
homes in maps for Major Residential
Redevelopment
Tuesday, 25 May 2010

Save Williamstown members were very disturbed to see maps
on the Department of Sustainability and Environment Land
interactive maps which not only show the Former Port Phillip
Woollen Mill Site as a Major Residential Redevelopment site
BUT also include many houses in Cecil and Ann St.
See report Urban Development Program Annual Report 2009

http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/DSE/nrenpl.nsf/LinkView/604BA09D03
8D18BBCA2576B8007685FEABA1400474A54FDBCA2572CE0
013A2BF
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http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/CA256F310024B628/0/D381E2E35FD
5E381CA2576E8001D3EFF/$File/X_RES_West_Map_No5.pdf

(click to enlarge)
http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/CA256F310024B628/0/AF2DC683440
50123CA2576E90005EB51/$File/X_IND_West_Map_No5.pdf
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Minister 'stalls' on mill site
Wednesday, 26 May 2010

The Advertiser
BY GOYA BENNETT
26 May, 2010 12:00 AM
“EMBATTLED Planning Minister Justin Madden is yet to appoint
an advisory committee for Williamstown's Port Phillip Woollen
Mill site, despite taking control of the land and claiming Hobsons
Bay Council was "stalling".
In December, the council refused to rezone the mill as
residential, saying a proposal for four towers up to 16 storeys
high should go back to the drawing board.
In March, Mr Madden reversed that decision, rezoning the land
from industrial and special use to residential, claiming in a
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/5/26_Minister_stalls_on_mill_site.html
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doorstop interview that Hobsons Bay Council had stalled.
In a press release issued on March 26, Mr Madden said "an
independent committee has been appointed to advise on the
most appropriate form and content of design and development
controls for the site".
Two months on, no committee has been appointed.
State government spokesman Chris Owner last week steered
the blame back towards the council.
"The draft terms of reference are currently being updated to
reflect comment from Hobsons Bay Council," he said.

Save Williamstown spokesman Godfrey Moase said the
minister's delay was proof that any stalling had not come from
the council.
"As I said earlier in the year, Hobsons Bay City Council has dealt
with this matter in a prompt and professional manner......”

http://www.themail.com.au/news/local/news/general/ministerstalls-on-mill-site/1840475.aspx
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“Williamstown parking fees set to rise” to the
highest street parking rate in Melbourne
Wednesday, 26 May 2010

Save Williamstown asks
HOW MUCH WILL PARKING FEES NEED TO RISE IF 1000
NEW RESIDENTS OCCUPY THE FORMER PORT PHILLIP
WOOLLEN MILL SITE ?
Will this development by Nelson Place Village kill our tourism?
----------------------------------------------------The Advertiser
BY GOYA BENNETT
19 May, 2010 09:16 AM
“ALREADY thought to be the dearest place to park outside
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…et_to_rise_to_the_highest_street_parking_rate_in_Melbourne.html
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Melbourne's CBD, Williamstown's street-metre fees are set to
rise to $2.90 an hour from July.
Amid fears that business and tourism will be harmed, Hobsons
Bay traders will also pay more for outdoor tables, chairs,
heaters, A-boards and other footpath furniture if the council's
2010-11 budget is adopted.
Melbourne City Council charges $2.40 an hour from 7.30am7.30pm Monday to
Saturday outside the CBD and has proposed no increases under
its draft budget. DLP Western Victoria MP Peter Kavanagh last
month launched a parliamentary attack on Hobsons Bay
Council, claiming it had the most expensive parking in the
country and that "the rapacious council wants the money paid
through the parking metres until midnight in the main street on
Williamstown".
Mr Kavanagh said ratepayers should pay less due to the parking
revenue reaped by the council.
"They could be in danger of deterring people from visiting
Williamstown and I think Williamstown is dependent on its day
tourists," he said......”
http://www.themail.com.au/news/local/news/general/williamstow
n-parking-fees-set-to-rise/1833905.aspx
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SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

TERMS OF REFERENCE SET FOR
WOOLLEN MILLS COMMITTEE
Friday, 28 May 2010

Media Release from The Premier of Victoria
http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/component/content/article/10567.h
tml
Planning Minister Justin Madden today appointed an
independent Advisory Committee to consider design and
development controls at the former Woollen Mills site at Nelson
Place, Williamstown.
Mr Madden said he had also approved the Terms of Reference
for the committee after incorporation of feedback from Hobsons
Bay City Council.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_William…TERMS_OF_REFERENCE_SET_FOR_WOOLLEN_MILLS_COMMITTEE.html
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The Advisory Committee will consider matters such as
appropriate heights, setbacks, urban design, traffic
management, heritage asset protection, acoustics, open space
requirements and the need for development contributions.
“The approval of the Terms of Reference means the Advisory
Committee now has clear guidelines for determining the most
appropriate future design and development controls for the site,”
Mr Madden said.
“It is crucial that we provide certainty to the community, council
and the proponent on the future of the site.
“I have consulted with Hobsons Bay City Council to ensure that
the final Terms of Reference reflect the needs of the community
and ensure that the process is fair, efficient and thorough.
“This is a key location that can make a contribution to our longterm plan for managing Melbourne’s growth and it is vital we get
the right design and development controls in place now.”
Mr Madden said the Terms of Reference take in the former
Woollen Mills site as well as part of Precinct 20 to the south of
Nelson Place, following a request from Council to consider the
adjoining Industrial 1 & 3 and Residential 1 zones.
“We will continue to work closely with Hobsons Bay City Council,
nearby residents and interested parties on the future design and
development of the site,” he said.
The independent Advisory Committee will hear submissions
from adjoining landowners and the council. The Council will
have the opportunity to review all of the submissions received
during the consultation process.
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Terms of Reference for Minister’s Advisory
Committee signed 27 May 2010
Friday, 28 May 2010

The Minister for Planning has now released the Terms of
Reference for his Advisory Committee on the Former Port Phillip
Woollen Mill Site. The hearings by the committee are to
commence as soon as practicable and the committee must
submit their report within 8 weeks of the completion of the
hearing. The appointees to the committee have not been
announced yet.
We do not have a date for submissions yet but will publish it
when known. The hearings will be open. The committee will
consider relevant written submissions. It is unclear if individual
submissions will be accepted but the information will be posted
on our website when known. Designated Groups and
Organisations which includes Save Williamstown and WNSRA
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…nce_for_Ministers_Advisory_Committee_signed_27_May_2010.html
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will be invited to provide written submissions and will be heard
by the Advisory Committee.
Click below to download the Terms of Reference
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Advisory panel to decide fate of Williamstown
tower development
Saturday, 29 May 2010

Hobsons Bay Leader
by James Twining
“A CONTROVERSIAL plan to put apartment towers on the
Williamstown foreshore is a step closer.
Victorian Planning Minister Justin Madden today set terms of
reference for the independent advisory committee that will
decide the future of the former Port Phillip Woollen Mills site at
Nelson Place.
The committee will consider, among other things, appropriate
heights, urban design, traffic management, heritage asset
protection and the need for development contributions.
A consortium of developers has announced it wants to knock
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…y_panel_to_decide_fate_of_Williamstown_tower_development.html
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down the former mill and and build an apartment village,
including four towers up to 13 storeys or 46.5m.
Mr Madden stepped in to re-zone the former industrial site to
residential in March after saying Hobsons Bay Council had
“stalled” an application by the developer.
This was furiously denied by the council, which said it had taken
the necessary time to investigate a complicated proposal.
Many Williamstown residents – including former Victorian
premiers Joan Kirner and Steve Bracks – are opposed to towers
being built.
Action group Save Williamstown has called for the existing
three-storey height limit to be retained and the developers build
a mix of residential and office space.
They have concerns about the impact on Williamstown’s
heritage precinct and added traffic.
Mr Madden said he approved the terms of reference for the
committee after feedback from Hobsons Bay Council.
In a letter posted on its website, the council outlined a series of
“anomalies” in the draft terms of reference released by the
Minister in March.
Mr Madden said the terms of reference took in the former
Woollen Mills site as well as part of Precinct 20 to the south of
Nelson Place, following a request from council to consider the
adjoining industrial one and three and residential one zones.
He said the committee’s investigation would be “fair, efficient and
thorough”.
This is a key location that can make a contribution to our longterm plan for managing Melbourne’s growth and it is vital we get
the right design and development controls in place now,” Mr
Madden said.....”
http://hobsons-bayleader.whereilive.com.au/news/story/advisory-panel-to-decidefate-of-williamstown-tower-development/
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Minister names the members of his Advisory
Committee
Sunday, 30 May 2010

The letter to the Mayor of Hobsons Bay City Council from the
Minister which was sent on 27th May names the three members
of the Advisory Committee and advises that the Minister has not
had prepared a Williamstown Shipyard Strategy Plan as referred
to in the Planning and Environment Act 1987.
The members of the committee are:
John Kearney (Chair)
Anne Keddie
Bob Evans
http://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/Files/Letter_Appointing_the_A
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dvisory_Committee_27_May_2010.pdf
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