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Guy 'caught out' on high-rise approval, declares Noonan
Wednesday, 2 May 2012

Hobsons Bay Weekly
BY GOYA DMYTRYSHCHAK
2 May, 2012 12:00 AM

PLANNING Minister Matthew Guy has been accused of being "slippery
and decep- tive" after ministerial briefing papers show he was briefed on
the Ports and Environs Report before making a decision on the
Williamstown towers development.
Last December, the Weekly asked Mr Guy why he approved uncapped
high-rise resi- dential development near Mobil's tank farm at Williamstown
before receiving advice on safety buffers contained in the yet-to-be
released Ports report.
He was also asked what he would do if the Ports report recommended a
greater buffer distance between residential development and major hazard
facilities.
Mr Guy had said: "I think that's a hypothetical. I can't make comment on
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recommen- dations on reports that I haven't even seen. I don't want to preempt any of them."
But ministerial briefing papers dated October 13, 2011, obtained by the
opposition under freedom of information, show Mr Guy was briefed on the
Ports report before approving high-density development on the Port Phillip
Woollen Mill site at Williamstown.
Mr Guy is yet to release the Ports report, 17 months after its completion.
His office failed to respond to questions about the briefing document.
State Williamstown MP Wade Noonan said Mr Guy had been "caught out".
"This briefing paper exposes minister Guy as being slippery and
deceptive," he said.
"'Where is the logic and evidence in the six-page ministerial briefing to
support the decision by minister Guy to drop the independent panel's
mandatory height control recommendation?
"I think the community has a right to know why the minister sided with the
develop- er on the most sensitive issues.
"It's absolutely clear the minister has been advised about the seriousness
of building high-density, residential apartment towers near major-hazard
facilities.".....
http://www.hobsonsbayweekly.com.au/news/local/news/general/guyca...ht-out-on-highrise-approval-declares-noonan/2541990.aspx?src=rss
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Democratic Planning decisions in Victoria? Advisory
Committee consults, public servants over-ride consultation
Wednesday, 2 May 2012

Save Williamstown has received an FOI detailing the departmental advice
to the Planning Minister Matthew Guy on the Former Port Phillip Woollen
Mill Site. It begs the question why the electorate should have any faith in
the Baillieu government’s election promises on public consultation in
planning. The Planning Minister has ignored the advice of his own Advisory
Committee which conducted three weeks of public consultation and made
his decisions based on public service unsubstantiated opinion. Under the
P&E Act 1987, Advisory Committees have responsibilities for collecting
and assessing information by consultation but the evidence in this case is
that the report has been significantly ignored in a way which is beneficial to
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…mittee_consults%2C_public_servants_over-ride_consultation.html
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the developer.
This is indeed a sad day for democracy when we see clearly in writing in
the FOI what advice Matthew Guy was given and compare it with the
Industrial Land Management Strategy - view ILMS pdf
and the report of the Port Phillip Woollen Mill Advisory Committee. When
he made his decision, despite denials in the press in December, he had
seen the Ports and Environs Advisory Committee report and the post
Buncefield reports on major hazard facilities safety were available and
referred to by the advisory committee. Mobil, Port of Melbourne and
Worksafe had presented and submitted to three planning advisory
committees before the minister’s decision. The state government had sign
up the National Ports Strategy. Mobil had warned that if new residential
encroachment occurs, then as in South Australia they may close teh
refinery in Victoria of which the Pt Gellibrand MHF is an integral part. They
told the committee that “People safety was an issues”. PLUS there is still
no Emergency Evacuation Plan for the Gellibrand Peninsula. Existing
residents and workers need to know the plan (as in Bushfire prone areas)
as their safety will be compromised if a large residential development is
allowed. Yet the public servants in the DPCD ignored the facts and
recommended the removal of height limits and encouraged large scale
residential development in an MHF safety buffer. What density can we
expect with such limited planning controls?
Download the advice obtained by Save Williamstown under FOI which led
to Hobsons Bay Planning Scheme Amendment C86:
Dated 18 October 2011,
Advice to Minister Matthew Guy
Signed by David Hodge, Executive Director, State Planning Services and
Urban Development
FOI Woollen Mills Ministerial Briefing to Matthew Guy.pdf
The advice given to the previous Minister Madden, which led to Hobsons
Bay Planning Scheme Amendment C75 was also obtained under FOI
before the Advisory Committee sat. The Advisory Committee was
constrained to only consider residential development on the site contrary to
the the Industrial Land Management Strategy C33. This advice was also
signed by David Hodge, then Executive Director, Planning Services and
Development Facilitation.
NB The Department of Planning and Community Development Branch
has an interesting name change. As the new Liberal Government vowed
to remove the Facilitation Branch in its election policy documents, it is
interesting that it is the same person providing the advice but there is a
minor change to job title - the Branch name changes from
“...Development Facilitation” to “...Urban Development”.
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FOI Woollen Mills Ministerial Briefing to Justin Madden 2010.pdf
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Radical ferry plan to ease West Gate traffic
Saturday, 5 May 2012

Herald Sun
Grant McArthur
May 05, 2012 12:00AM
“EXCLUSIVE: A FLEET of ferries carrying 400 passengers at a time could
be launched between Werribee and Docklands to beat the West Gate
gridlock.
Docklands would become a mini Circular Quay under state government
plans sup- ported by Lord Mayor Robert Doyle.
And more ferry routes could eventually be opened if the western link is a
success, as the State Government looks to the expanses of Port Phillip
Bay to ease Melbourne's transport woes.
The Government is launching a $300,000 study examining the viability of
water trans- port from Melbourne's western suburbs to the city as an
alternative to rail and road commuter transport.....
Terms of reference for the Department of Planning and Community
Development study call for a privately operated service starting at
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…ries/2012/5/5_Radical_ferry_plan_to_ease_West_Gate_traﬃc.html
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Werribee South and stopping at Point Cook, Altona and Williamstown on
its journey to the CBD in an hour or less.
Planning Minister Matthew Guy said a park-and-ride water service could
ease the strain on the West Gate Bridge caused by areas that had boomed
and had few public transport links.
"With the growing population in the west, the State Government is
examining all op- tions for major commuter transport to assist peak hour to
the CBD and improve liveability," he said.
"Port Phillip Bay is almost 40 times bigger than Sydney Harbour and while
shallow, it is well suited to bay transport," Mr Guy said.
"Any travel time under an hour is comparable to a peak-hour train, and is
more than comparable to a peak-hour journey on the road."........”
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/radical-ferry-plan-to-ease-west-gatetraffic/story-e6frf7jo-1226347286183?
sv=afcac3488bdc7dc3478779ad2ae2168a
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A call for vessels to battle marine fires
BUT is this enough to fight a 250m Oil Tanker Fire?
Sunday, 6 May 2012

The Age
By JOHN MACPHERSON
6 May, 2012
“The inability of local emergency services to fight major marine fires was
dramatically highlighted on March 21, when two officers in a tiny boat tried
to tackle a burning cabin cruiser at Docklands.
To solve the problem, the Metropolitan Fire And Emergency Services
Board has called for expressions of interest for the manufacture, supply
and delivery of two new marine fire fighting vessels.
At the time, The Age reported that in 2010 the Melbourne Fire Brigade had
secured $9.8 million for a large fire fighting boat, but that moves to acquire
one had been delayed while the MFB assessed whether to buy or lease a
vessel.
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The decision now appears to have been made to buy two new vessels,
one a 12 metre craft capable of handling heavy conditions on Port Phillip
Bay, and the other an eight to nine metre trailer-mounted craft that can be
transported to other waterways. EOI documents for the larger boat specify
an aluminium vessel of a maximum 12 metres overall length, with an
enclosed and lockable cabin to house four crew.
‘‘ The vessel will be utilised for protracted day operations in a variety of
weather conditions performing fire fighting and associated activities,’’
documents say.
The vessel is to have a walk around deck beside the cabin and
wheelhouse to allow crews to conduct ship boarding operations.
It must be easily manoeuvred at low speed for coming alongside other
vessels, and two engines fitted with jet drives will also power fire pumps
with propulsion jets.
Expressions of interest close on May 9..... “
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Ports and Environs Advisory Committee Report..
apparently the Minister wants to get it right!! by allowing the
Woollen Mills Planning approvals to happen first!
Tuesday, 15 May 2012

Victoria State Government
Budget Estimates Hearings 15 May 2012
The Planning Minister Matthew Guy, presented his achievements in
2011/12 and Priorities for 2012/13
Save Williamstown notes with cynicism a PRIORITY which is VERY LATE.
On the Priority Items for 2012/13
“Protecting Heritage and Communities”
it is noted that the minister referred to:
“Improving community resilience by addressing risks and hazards in
strategic and statutory planning and building activities”
This is something which clearly has not been addressed in the Former Port
Phillip Woollen Mill Site, with the developer running apace to lock in
planning application approvals. Jill Hennessy MLA for Altona questioned
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…ing_the_Woollen_Mills_Planning_approvals_to_happen_first!.html
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the minister. Her questions and his response were as follows:
Ms HENNESSY — Just in reference to budget paper 3, page 209, which
states that one of the aims of the planning and development output group
is to address urban renewal design and development, I just wanted to
ask you a question about the ports and environs report because it
remains unreleased. The report outlines appropriate buffers around
ports, including appropriate buffers around major hazard facilities, and
obviously local community members are exceedingly interested in getting
access to this report so they can make informed decisions, like the
council, around the safety of building near major hazard facilities in
Victoria’s ports. Certainly I know that the Williamstown community is very
eager for some certainty around the rules and regulations governing
those important issues. When will the report be released?
Mr GUY — That is a fair question. It has been a report that has been
ongoing for some period of time, and, as Ms Hennessy rightly says, it is
one that is quite detailed and has some obvious recommendations that
need to be brought forward in a whole-of-government approach. I am
carefully considering the findings and recommendations of the advisory
committee, including appropriate planning measures to arrest that steady
encroachment that does occur into some of the sensitive uses of the
ports environs and areas such as those. I am looking at planning controls
that may protect the amenity of residents and workers in the port
environs.
Anything that adversely affects the capability of the ports puts at risk their
economic contribution and the competitiveness of the state’s economy.
We are certainly aware of that. So it is one that we want to give a wholeof-government response to. I can assure the committee chairman that it
is not far off, but it is one, obviously, that I need to get right rather than
pursuing as soon as I can simply to satisfy myself that it is released. I
obviously need to make sure that it is, and I am going ensure that the
response is a correct one.
Ms HENNESSY — Minister, is it possible for you to give us an
anticipated time frame? The community understands that you have had
the report since December 2010. I accept that the response may be a
complex one, and I am reassured to hear that it is not far off, but within
the phrasing of ‘not far off’ is there a more concrete time frame you are
able to give us?
Mr GUY — The member rightly picks me up on that point. I would say
that the government is endeavouring to have a response in the financial
year, and that is my goal.
So it seems that the minister has decided to allow the developer to have a
Planning Scheme Amendment C86 with NO mandatory height limits in
place for the Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Site BEFORE consideration
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…ing_the_Woollen_Mills_Planning_approvals_to_happen_first!.html
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of a matter which he considers a priority for 2012/13. Such is the sad state
of planning in Victoria. Let us hope that this approved residential
encroachment which should have been covered by a Ports Environs
Overlay to PROTECT THE PORTS AND PORT INDUSTRIES does not
impact on the safety and security of existing residents and workers and
does not drive important jobs away from Victoria.
The Community of Save Williamstown will hold the government and
authorities responsible for outcomes every step of the way..

See http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/paec/inquiries/article/1752
Documents downloadable by the name Hon Matthew Guy MLC Planning
Unverified 274.37 Kb - Presentation 1018.45 Kb
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MInister’s Press Release talks about the importance of the
PORT ZONE but somehow Port Gellibrand is excluded!
Tuesday, 22 May 2012

Victoria State Government Media Release 22 May 2012
Victoria’s ports better protected (EXCEPT POINT GELLBRAND)
http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/media-centre/media-releases/3969victorias-ports-better-protected.html
From the Minister for Planning
Planning Minister Matthew Guy has moved to ensure Victoria's ports
and surrounding environs are further protected to secure their ongoing
productivity.
Releasing the report of the Ports and Environs Advisory Committee,
Mr Guy out- lined new planning controls for the ports of Melbourne,
Hastings, Geelong and Port- land.
"Our ports make a significant contribution to Victoria's economic
growth and pros- perity and it is important that there is a robust
planning framework to support their growth," Mr Guy said.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…_the_PORT_ZONE_but_somehow_Port_Gellibrand_is_excluded!.html

Page 1 of 3

SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

14/11/2014 12:20 pm

Mr Guy accepted a key recommendation of the Advisory Committee to
implement a Port Zone which will specifically recognise the interests of
the port and the port's sig- nificance to the State of Victoria.
Victoria's ports have experienced major growth due to significant
increases in inter- national trade and domestic economic growth. The
Port of Melbourne alone is a sig- nificant infrastructure asset to the
state and national economy. In 2009-10 the Port contributed $1.8
billion to the Victorian economy, $950 million to household incomes
and provided 15,700 full time jobs.
Minister for Ports Denis Napthine said the implementation of port
zones was vital for the future prosperity of the Victorian economy.
"Every business in Victoria either directly or indirectly relies on a
competitive and ef- ficient commercial port network to import and
export goods from this state," Dr Napthine said.
"The Coalition Government has already announced the $1.2 billion
expansion of the Port of Melbourne and moved to fast-track the
development of Hastings as a second international container port.
"These new planning protections are another key element in our plan
to secure the growth of the Victorian economy and support our freight
and logistics industry," Dr Napthine said.
A Port Zone will also ensure that the strategic and economic
importance of each of Victoria's trading ports to the state and the
regions in which they sit is emphasised.
A new Ministerial Direction will also be introduced to prevent the
encroachment of sensitive land uses (such as dwellings and hospitals)
near the ports.
These planning controls will better protect both the operation and the
expansion of the ports while protecting the amenity of residents and
workers in areas proximate to the ports.
"There were a number of complex issues that needed resolution by a
whole-of-Government approach and the respective departments have
worked closely together to achieve good planning outcomes for the
ports," Mr Guy said.
The Department of Planning and Community Development will work
with Port of Melbourne Corporation to develop further planning
measures to account for the re- cently announced expansion of Webb
Dock, which was not considered as part of the Advisory Committee's
scope.
The Ports and Environs Advisory Committee Report and Ministerial
Direction 14 will be available at:
www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/planning/panelsandcommittees
EVEN THOUGH THE MINISTER SAW THIS PORTS AND ENVIRONS
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COMMITTEE REPORT (AS SHOWN IN THE FOI OBTAINED FROM THE
PLANNING DEPARTMENT MINISTERIAL BRIEFING) - THE MINISTER
CHOSE TO IGNORE THE FINDINGS AND GAVE APPROVALS FOR
HIGH RISE RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS IN AMENDMENT C86
ENCROACHING ONTO THE PORT MHF AT POINT GELLIBRAND.
WHICH MAKES THE ABOVE MEDIA RELEASE LESS THAN HONEST.
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Just-released Ports report sets new planning controls
Wednesday, 23 May 2012

Hobsons Bay Weekly
Cameron Tait
“PLANNING Minister Matthew Guy has handed down the long-awaited
Ports and Environs Committee report, which includes a string of new
planning controls for Vic- toria's ports.
A new "ministerial direction" will be introduced to prevent the
encroachment on sen- sitive land uses such as dwellings and hospitals
near the ports.
The report recommends a port environs overlay applies in the areas
bounded by Nel- son Place, Ann, Aitken and Kanowna streets and also
Aitken Street, Windsor Terrace and Cecil and Kanowna streets.
It was first given to former Labor Planning Minister Justin Madden in
October 2010, followed by a sustained community campaign pushing for its
release.
"There were a number of complex issues that needed resolution by a
whole-of-gov- ernment approach and the respective departments have
worked closely together to achieve good planning outcomes for the ports,"
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…/23_Just-released_Ports_report_sets_new_planning_controls.html
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Mr Guy said.
Ports Minister Denis Napthine said the implementation of port zones was
vital for the future of the state's economy.
"These new planning protections are another key element in our plan to
secure the growth of the Victorian economy and support our freight and
logistics industry."
On hearing the news about the release of the report, Save Williamstown
spokesman Godfrey Moase said "it's about time".
"Everybody has known about the report, but only a few select people have
been aware of the details until now," he said.
"It's made for a strange policy discussion about such a critical issue. The
release of the report is good news, but we're still wary of the details and
how they'll be worked through."
Opposition planning spokesman Brian Tee has previously stated the
secrecy sur- rounding the report - which reviews planning controls for
Melbourne's ports - was starting to impact on investment in areas such as
Fishermans Bend and Williamstown.
In March last year, the Weekly lodged a freedom of information request
with the Planning Department to obtain the report, but it said after a
thorough search it had not located a copy.
Following an appeal, the department said the 228-page report was exempt
from re- lease under sub-section 30 (1) of the FOI Act, which exempts
"internal working docu- ments where disclosure would be contrary to the
public interest.......”
HAVE YOUR SAY!............
http://www.hobsonsbayweekly.com.au/news/local/news/general/justrelease
d-ports-report-sets-new-planning-controls/2566722.aspx
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Opposites attract - BRW report on two property developers
Ashley WIlliams and Ron Walker
Thursday, 24 May 2012

http://www.evolvedevelopment.com.au/media/20120524_BRW_Opposites
_Attract.pdf
For those interested in reading about how Evolve Development works,
makes huge profits and uses selling off-the-plan as its modus operandi this article is worth reading. It also shows why commercial development
which doesn’t generally sell off-plan doesn’t fit their business model.
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