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Council fears plans lockout
Tuesday, 10 November 2009

Article in Hobsons Bay Leader
James Twining
“PROPOSED changes to state planning laws could diminish
residents’ power to oppose large-scale developments in
their neighbourhood, Hobsons Bay Council has warned.
Major changes to Victoria’s planning Act have been flagged
in a draft bill, which the State Government hopes will speed
up a planning system accused by developers of being too
slow.
But Hobsons Bay Council said last week it was ‘‘concerned’’
about two key changes that could sideline all councils, and
residents they represent, from opposing developments
considered out of character.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2009/11/10_Council_fears_plans_lockout.html
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Planning and environment director Peter Gaschk said a
proposed new power for the Planning Minister to authorise
anyone to prepare an amendment would not be
supported........
For example, such a move would allow the minister to
appoint someone, potentially a developer, to bypass
Hobsons Bay Council and initiate a planning scheme
amendment for projects where land will be rezoned from
industrial or special use to residential. They are several sites
in Hobsons Bay set to be rezoned to residential, potentially
affecting hundreds of neighbouring residents.
......
Another suggestion to remove councils’ ability to abandon
an amendment – done when the project doesn’t meet
community expectations – and allow the minister to make
the final decision would also be opposed.....
Williamstown Ward’s Cr Angela Altair was also sceptical in
her appraisal of the proposed changes......
.... Cr Altair said.
‘‘But anything that diminishes the power of council – and
therefore the power of the people – needs to be treated with
some concern.’’
The State Government is seeking feedback on its proposed
changes and is expected to make the draft Bill available
later this month.....”
http://hobsons-bayleader.whereilive.com.au/news/story/hobsons-bay-councilfears-plans-lockout/
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Parking fury as signs go
Wednesday, 11 November 2009

Article in The Advertiser
Goya Bennett
“WILLIAMSTOWN residents say they cannot get a car park
outside their own homes after Hobsons Bay Council
removed permit-parking signs.
Cecil Street resident Suzanne Orange said the situation had
been exacerbated by the council removing signs exempting
residents from two-hour parking restrictions.
"The signs and restrictions were introduced in 1997 and
were as a result of residents in Cecil Street complaining that
they could not park outside their own homes, especially on
Friday nights [and] all day Saturdays and Sundays,
especially in summer.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2009/11/11_Parking_fury_as_signs_go.html
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"The intention of the installation of signs was not to allow all
visitors or residents to park in our street for longer than two
hours unless they were residents of the street.
"By removing the resident-parking signs, you have now
opened up the street for anyone who is a resident of
Hobsons Bay City Council to park in the street and over-stay
the parking restriction."
Ms Orange said parking officers hardly ever patrolled Cecil
Street, between Cole and Thompson streets.
.........
"By allowing two Sunday markets to take place every month
at Commonwealth Reserve, there is no consideration for
how it affects residents, particularly those of us without offstreet car parking.............”
http://www.themail.com.au/news/local/news/general/parkingfury-as-signs-go/1673577.aspx#
Suzanne Orange who is a wonderful supporter of the Save
Williamstown Campaign made these comments to Save
Williamstown about the situation:
Comments to the paper had been modified to remove the
reference to her concerns about the proposed Nelson Place
Development. She is very concerned that should it go ahead
there will be up to approx. 10% of the population of
Williamstown moving in to the (small) area but only 50% of
the (council) required car parking spaces. Council must act
to prevent this catastrophy!
The full text of Suzanne’s email to the newspaper:
The resident permit only signs and parking restrictions were
introduced in 1997 and were as a result of residents in Cecil
Street complaining that they could not park outside their own
homes, especially on Friday nights and all day Saturdays
and Sundays, especially in summer.
The intention of the installation of signs was not to allow all
visitors or residents to park in our street for longer than two
hours unless they were residents of the street. By removing
the resident-parking signs, you have now opened up the
street for anyone who is a resident of Hobsons Bay City
Council to park in the street and over stay the parking
restriction.
Parking officers hardly ever patrolled Cecil Street, between
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2009/11/11_Parking_fury_as_signs_go.html
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Cole and Thompson streets. Some time ago I even
approached parking officers in the street and asked them to
come over to my side of Cecil Street ... but they said they
hadn't been told to patrol that part of the street.
On a recent Sunday (2 weeks ago) there were numerous
cars parked in Cecil Street for about eight hours, totally
ignorning the parking restriction signs. It was a busy
Sunday, and I couldn't get a car park when we returned from
supermarket shopping. If I want to do supermarket
shopping on the weekend (mainly Sundays) I have to double
park just to unload my groceries and then I have to park in
another street. I am tired of not having the street monitored
by council parking inspectors on weekends (between Cole
and Thompson Streets). I am sick of being inconvenienced
by unlawful and inconsiderate parking.
The council continues to raise my rates but I find it hard to
see where the money is going.
By allowing two Sunday markets to take place every month
at Commonwealth Reserve, there is no consideration for
how it affects residents, particularly those of us without offstreet car parking.
The proposed Nelson Place Village development will cause
traffic chaos. We now have the prospect of an additional 10
per cent of the population of Williamstown being located at
the end of Cecil Street in the Nelson Place Village
development.
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Bay in harm's way for sea rise
Wednesday, 18 November 2009

Article in The Advertiser
Goya Bennett
“THOUSANDS of homes across Hobsons Bay could be
inundated by rising sea levels, according to a State
Government report released on Monday.
The CSIRO report looks at the potential extent of extreme
sea levels under a range of scenarios for the years 2030,
2070 and 2100. The worst case scenario of a 1.4-metre sea
level rise by 2100 would see 15,568 properties damaged by
water between Point Cook and St Kilda....”
http://www.themail.com.au/news/local/news/general/bay-inharms-way-for-sea-rise/1680503.aspx
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2009/11/18_Bay_in_harms_way_for_sea_rise.html
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It should be noted that the former Port Phillip Woollen Mill
has been identified as subject to climate change sea rise
issues.
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Planning bill worry
Thursday, 19 November 2009

Article in The Star - 10th November 2009
Nicole Precel
“RESIDENTS and councillors are concerned a new Planning
and Environment Bill could see some power stripped from
local government.
The Department of Planning and Community Development
is currently reviewing The Planning and Environment Act
1987 in a bid to modernise it, with a draft bill to be made
available for further comment by late November.
While councillors agreed some of these changes were
necessary, there were others that could compromise the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2009/11/19_Planning_bill_worry.html
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council’s authority.
Under the proposed changes, the bill would give power to
any person to prepare an amendment that would be
considered by the Minister.
The council also opposed the removal of the council’s
planning authority to abandon an amendment and the
Minister could make the final decision on all amendments.
The bill could also include the introduction of criteria to
identify state significant projects with the Minister, holding all
the decision make powers in the assessment process.
There would also be a shorter turnover time for
straightforward permit proposals, cutting it down to 14 days.
Councillor Angela Altair said while there were some muchneeded reforms, there were also some major concerns
about the proposal.
“Anything that may diminish power of councils or power of
people needs to be treated with some concern,” she said. If
the bill was to go ahead, it could mean developments like
the Nelson Place development could be pushed through.
Member for Western Metropolitan Region Bernie Finn said
while the bill, which would strip planning powers from Local
Governments was rejected in the Upper House, it has been
referred to the Parliament’s Disputes Resolution Committee.
Save Williamstown member Charmian Gaud said if the bill
went ahead, it could be a worry for future developments.
“What the developers do is with the regular planning permit,
they take it off to VCAT – after 60 days they can say ‘we’re
taking it out of council’s hands’,” she said.
“The same sort of thing could happen with this one, if the
panel says ‘yes’ and the council says ‘no’ the developer
might do the backdoor of getting the Minister to call it in.”
A State Government spokesman said the Act was being
reviewed to improve the overall efficiency and effectiveness
of the system and reduce regulatory burden on councils and
business.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2009/11/19_Planning_bill_worry.html
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He said the authorised person would simply take
responsibility for organising the preparation and public
exhibition of the amendment.
The council resolved to provide a copy of their submission to
local State Members of Parliament.”
http://www.senews.com.au/story/82258
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Rezoning vote crucial, say tower opponents
Thursday, 26 November 2009

Article in The Advertiser by Goya Bennett
“RESIDENTS are expected to stage a protest at next
Tuesday's Hobsons Bay Council meeting as councillors
prepare to vote on a 13-storey tower proposal for
Williamstown.
The council is considering an application to rezone the site
bounded by Nelson Place and Ann and Kanowna streets
from industrial and special use to residential.
If the former Port Phillip Woollen Mill site is rezoned it will
pave the way for a high-rise development comprising four
residential towers between seven and 13 storeys, and 84
three-storey townhouses.
Save Williamstown spokeswoman Suzanne Orange said
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…2009/11/26_Rezoning_vote_crucial%2C_say_tower_opponents.html
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that if the rezoning amendment was approved, residents
and stakeholders would lose their third-party rights to appeal
against any aspect of the development.
"The developer will control the site," she said. "We are keen
to let the community know that if council proceeds with
amendment, council will write to the [Planning] Minister for
authorisation to proceed."
The Save Williamstown group is finalising a brochure for
distribution to residents which explains what the process will
be for residents to formally lodge objections against the
proposal.
"I want all Hobsons Bay residents to think about the impact
on our community if developers are given permission to
proceed with towers 46.5metres tall, adding 10per cent of
Williamstown's population to Point Gellibrand," Ms Orange
said..”
http://www.themail.com.au/news/local/news/general/rezonin
g-vote-crucial-say-tower-opponents/1687296.aspx#
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Bradmill factory hub plan a goer
Thursday, 26 November 2009
Picture above during Snake Tales by Westside Films
being filmed at Bradmill factory in 2008

Article in The Hobsons Bay Leader
“THE former Bradmill factory in Yarraville will be turned into
a $1 billion housing and business precinct.
After more than two-and-half years of waiting on state and
local government approvals, the DeGroup bid to convert the
industrial site - once home to Australia’s largest textile
factory - into the Yarraville Gardens Estate and Shopping
Centre has been approved.
The final decision was made by the Maribyrnong Council
last Tuesday week after the State Government endorsed the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2009/11/26_Bradmill_factory_hub_plan_a_goer.html
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plan.
The thumbs-up means around 1000 houses will be built on
the site which is bound by Francis St, McIvor Reserve, the
West Gate Freeway and the Newport goods railway line.
Housing will vary from low-to-high density, serviced
apartments and possible aged care accommodation and will
also include a social/affordable housing component...”
http://hobsons-bayleader.whereilive.com.au/news/story/bradmill-factory-hubplan-a-goer/

Interestingly the disused Bradmill Factories had been used
by the film industry because Docklands was expensive and
not suitable for local productions. This is one of the reasons
that Save Williamstown identified Film Studios as
appropriate development in our Alternative Designs for the
Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Site.
On Stateline last year there is mention of Bradmill
“The State Government steps in as Docklands' film studios
look for a new manager”
http://www.abc.net.au/cgi-bin/common/printfriendly.pl?
http://www.abc.net.au/stateline/vic/content/2006/s2439258.h
tm
“..............
DAVID PARKER: As far as the offshore production was
concerned, they [Central City Studios at Docklands]
certainly got a few hundred million dollars worth of
production in. As far as the local industry was concerned, it
was almost like there was a wall built between us.
CHERYL HALL: But there's another studio site in Melbourne
that's becoming well known in the film industry. It's less
salubrious but more affordable than Docklands. The old
Bradmill Factory site in Yarraville has now been the location
of several Australian films.
MARK LAZARUS, FILM MAKER: It's now become a film
landmark, you know? Maybe there'll be a plaque on this
place at some place.
CHERYL HALL: Mark Lazarus is a filmmaker from NSW.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2009/11/26_Bradmill_factory_hub_plan_a_goer.html
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He's using the Bradmill Factory site for two months.
MARK LAZARUS: We're filming a teen thriller, horror kind of
picture called 'The Loved Ones' and we're filming here in
this facility because, frankly, we just couldn't afford the
Docklands. It's just not in the ability of most Australian
feature film budgets, as far as my understanding is
concerned, that they'll be able to afford them. The price
differential when we tried to go there was enormous.
CHERYL HALL: Mark Lazarus wanted to use Melbourne's
Central City Studios but was quoted a price 10 times as
much as he's paying here a month.
Did you try and negotiate with Docklands to try bring their
price down?
MARK LAZARUS: I did, and they did decline to come to the
party and so I had to move on.
This is an old tin shed and not a studio and there are a
couple of problems inherent with that. Most of them have to
do with sound. We can't - for instance, there's the tin roof on
the building. You can imagine what it must sound like in here
when it rains and, so - and we've even had a hail storm at
one point.
CHERYL HALL: Mr Guzzardi is unapologetic saying if you
want to drive a Ferrari, you have to pay for it. He says he
has helped the local industry by donating the use of facilities
worth $600,000.
MARK LAZARUS: I think that some allocation needs to be
made to enable low budget Australian productions to have
some use of those facilities. I don't think it's ridiculous to
expect that a big facility like that would at least allocate
some of its resources to helping these kinds of films. These
kinds of films do break out...........”
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Planning: Port Phillip Woollen Mills site
Thursday, 26 November 2009

PARLIAMENT OF VICTORIA
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES (HANSARD)
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
ADJOURNMENT SPEECH by Colleen Hartland MLC
Wednesday, 11 November 2009
“Ms HARTLAND (Western Metropolitan) — I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Planning, Mr Madden. My
adjournment matter relates to the former Port Phillip
Woollen Mills site in Nelson Place, Williamstown. The site is
under consideration for a major residential development of
453 dwellings, which would accommodate roughly 1000
people. The development has a lot of the usual problems
that are the result of poorly conceived ideas. There is not
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…tries/2009/11/26_Planning__Port_Phillip_Woollen_Mills_site.html
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enough parking in the streets and the infrastructure cannot
cope, let alone schools and child-care facilities. However,
that is not the main aspect I want to raise today.
This residential development has the potential to destroy
approximately 1500 jobs in Williamstown. The Williamstown
shipyard, which is just across the road, employs about a
thousand people and will soon employ another 500. The
shipyard makes quite a bit of noise, which is okay because it
has always had a bit of space around it, but the proposed
development would overlook the shipyard and you can
guarantee that as soon as people move in there will be
complaints about industrial noise and the shipyard siren
going off at 6 o’clock each morning. If this shipyard has to
work around the clock to meet deadlines, you can guarantee
there will be complaints about noise at night.
There is an alternative for that site which could not only save
the shipyard but also create more local jobs for
Williamstown. The Save Williamstown group has an
alternative proposal for the site — a combination of film
studios and low-rise residential development away from the
shipyard and a mixed use community health and wellbeing
centre as well as a business hub. Local jobs not only benefit
the economy but also reduce the strain on the West Gate
Freeway and public transport going into the city. The Save
Williamstown members are not a pack of nimbys. They want
industry in Williamstown. In fact their alternative proposal is
to keep and develop industry in Williamstown, and jobs are
the group’s key focus.
My request of the minister is that he meet with the Save
Williamstown group representatives so they can explain
their alternative proposals for the site and explain the
problems with the residential proposal.”
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/downloadhansard/pdf/Coun
cil/JulDec%202009/Council%20Extract%2011%20November%20f
rom%20Book%2015.pdf
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Agenda item 8.1.2 Hobsons Bay City Council
1 Dec 2009
Saturday, 28 November 2009

Council Agenda Papers are now available:
http://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/Files/Council_Agendas_a
nd_Minutes/1st_December_2009_OCM_Agenda.pdf

HOBSONS BAY CITY COUNCIL 1ST DECEMBER 2009
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
8.1.2 AMENDMENT C75 FORMER PORT PHILLIP
WOOLLEN MILL
Director Planning and Environment Directorate: Planning
and Environment
Appendix: 3

PURPOSE To consider the preparation and public
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…28_Agenda_item_8.1.2_Hobsons_Bay_City_Council1_Dec_2009.html
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exhibition of Amendment C75 to the Hobsons Bay
Planning Scheme to facilitate the development of the
former Port Phillip Woollen Mill site for residential
purposes.
RECOMMENDATION
That the Council:
1. Not support the preparation and exhibition of Amendment
C75 at this time on the basis of inconsistencies with the
State and Local Planning Policy Framework, failure to justify
the removal of the Design and Development Overlays
(DDO4 and DDO8) and failure to address protection of the
adjoining state significant Port and Ship building operations.
2. Advise the proponent that it would be willing to consider a
revised proposal that responds to the concerns raised, and
requesting relevant changes be made to the amendment
documentation before the amendment is further considered.
3. Request the Minister for Planning to convene a meeting
with Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional
Development (DIIRD), the Port of Melbourne Corporation
and BAE Systems to gain further information about the port
and shipyard activities that may affect the proposed
residential uses and to inform the revised proposal from the
proponent and the preparation of an Outline Development
Plan for the entire precinct.
4. Invite the Minister for Planning to an information session
with the Ward Councillor and community representatives to
provide an outline of the Council’s independent specialist
assessments of Amendment C75.
5. Make the urban design advice, prepared by McGauran
Giannini Soon Pty Ltd dated 6 November 2009, available on
the Council’s website and update its Amendment C75
Factsheet.
KEY POINTS/ISSUES
Amendment C75 seeks to rezone industrial land to
residential and requests removal of existing Design and
Development Overlays (DDO4 and DDO8). The application
proposes to introduce a Development Plan Overlay (DPO)
and Environment Audit Overlay (EAO). A DPO identifies
areas which require details of future use and development to
be shown on a development plan before a permit can be
granted for use or development. Third parties would not
have the opportunity to make submissions in relation to a
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…28_Agenda_item_8.1.2_Hobsons_Bay_City_Council1_Dec_2009.html
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future planning permit application if a DPO was approved.
The proposed DPO would allow development ranging from
11.5 metres to 46.5 metres. The development concept has
the following core components:
• Building 1 (corner of Ann Street and Nelson Place) - 60
apartments;
• Building 2 - 80 apartments;
• Building 3 (corner of Kanowna and Aitken Streets
(east) - 108 apartments;
• Building 4 (Kanowna Street) - 80 apartments.
• 84, 3 storey apartments.
• 661 car parking spaces
• The subject land is covered by two planning authorities,
the Hobsons Bay City Council and the Minister for
Planning. The Department of Planning and Community
Development have advised that as their portion of the site
is considered surplus to shipyard operations, the Council
could be authorised to prepare the amendment for this
section of the site. The Minister for Planning wrote to the
Council on the 28th July 2009 stating his commitment to a
collaborative working relationship to ensure community
confidence in the decision making process. Further, he
indicated the options available to the Council on
advancing the amendment including the referral to an
Advisory Committee or a Priority Development Panel.
• The amendment proposal has been assessed against the
Strategic Assessment Guidelines and relevant Ministerial
Directions under Section 7 and 12 of the Planning and
Environment Act 1987 and applicable State and Local
Planning Policy provisions. A comprehensive planning
analysis report considering these matters is attached. Key
issues identified are: building height, number of storeys
proposed, neighbourhood character, heritage, appropriate
interface treatments with adjacent land uses, commercial
viability, traffic issues, social impacts and impacts on the
existing infrastructure.
• Based on the assessment and finding of this planning
analysis, including independent specialist assessments, it
is considered that the proposal is inconsistent with the
state and local Planning Policy Framework and fails to
comply with a number of local policies including the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…28_Agenda_item_8.1.2_Hobsons_Bay_City_Council1_Dec_2009.html
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Neighbourhood Character and Heritage policies. In
particular, and as identified in the independent urban
design advice, the amendment fails to strategically justify
removing the existing Design and Development Overlays
and also fails to address long term protection of the state
significant Port and Shipbuilding operations. The current
proposal has insufficient merit to warrant public exhibition
of the amendment at this time.
• It is also noted that an Outline Development Plan (ODP)
has not been prepared for the entire precinct with key
stakeholder input in accordance with the advice of the
Minister for Planning to the Council of 12th December
2008.
• The proposed rezoning of the site to a residential zone is
however supported by a number of strategies and policies
as set out within the Hobsons Bay Planning Scheme. It is
considered worthwhile that further options for the
redevelopment of the site be explored and the proponent
be given an opportunity to respond to the issues rather
than a formal rejection of the proposal. A refined proposal
could then be further considered by the Council.
TRIPLE BOTTOM LINE IMPLICATIONS
The proposed amendment would facilitate rezoning and
development of the Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill –
Precinct 20, identified as a Strategic Redevelopment Area in
the Industrial Land Management Strategy 2008.
CONSULTATION (INTERNAL/EXTERNAL)
The community will have an opportunity to be involved in the
Amendment process. All public consultation will be carried
out in line with the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and
the Council’s Community Engagement Framework. Formal
public consultation would occur in the event that the Council
resolves to exhibit an amendment. The Urban Planning
Development Advisory Group (UPDAG) was consulted in
August 2009 and October 2009, and has raised concerns
regarding the traffic, social impact and building height.
LEGAL/COUNCIL PLAN/POLICY IMPACT
An appropriate amendment addressing concerns highlighted
in the planning analysis report will assist with the
achievement of the key strategic objective of Planning and
Development, as set out in the Council Plan 2009 - 2013,
specifically by contributing to strategic actions 4.1: Manage
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…28_Agenda_item_8.1.2_Hobsons_Bay_City_Council1_Dec_2009.html
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increased growth and development and ensure our
strategies balance heritage values and existing
neighbourhood character within the objectives of the
Hobsons Bay Planning Scheme.

Appendix 3 provides further details of the background to the
recommendations
http://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/Files/Council_Agendas_a
nd_Minutes/OCM_Appendix_1st_December_2009.pdf
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