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Madden orders department to take notes
Tuesday, 2 November 2010

A last minute decision that bureaucrats in the Planning
Department should keep notes(!!!!) 1 day before the Brumby
Government goes into “Caretaker Mode”. No need to shred
if there were no notes in the first place.
Looks like notes of any meetings between the developer of
Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Site and the Minister’s
department or the Minister himself might be caught in the
same lack of bureaucratic procedure. Maybe we will never
find out why the Minister zoned the land Residential 1 solely
on the request of Nelson Place Village!
The Age
Jason Dowling
November 2, 2010 - 3:00AM

Madden orders department to take notes
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VICTORIA'S Planning Department has been ordered by
Planning Minister Justin Madden to keep ''official notes'' of
all future meetings between the minister and developers or
their lobbyists after it emerged no official notes of the
meetings exist.
Transparency in planning decisions is expected to be a key
issue in the state election.
Mr Madden told his department to record and file the notes
after it emerged no official notes were taken at a meeting in
June last year between himself and developers planning a
$260 million overhaul of the historic Hotel Windsor.
Opposition planning spokesman Matthew Guy slammed the
lack of official notes. ''This is a complete scam,'' he said.
''For the minister to blame his department, just like he
blamed his staff for the Windsor, just like he blames
planning panels for bad decisions - this is just another
example of a minister who can't take responsibility for his
actions.
''He is blaming someone else for not taking detailed notes
which he, if he was doing his job, should have ensured were
being kept.''.....”
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/state-election2010/madden-orders-department-to-take-notes-2010110117aez.html
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SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

Planning approvals rushed through
Wednesday, 3 November 2010

It is probably a good thing that the Former Port Phillip
Woollen Mill Site had an Advisory Committee or we might
have had a last minute decision by the minister pre
Caretaker Government.
The Age
Jason Dowling
November 3, 2010 - 3:00AM

Planning approvals rushed through
“CONTENTIOUS planning projects worth hundreds of
millions of dollars have been approved or lodged across
Victoria in recent days - galvanising planning as a key
election battleground.
In the marginal seat of Richmond, Victoria's planning
tribunal has given the green light to a contentious 586dwelling residential development on the banks of the Yarra
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at the old Honeywell site.
......Planning Institute of Australia Victorian president David
Vorchheimer described the timing of Mr Madden's
announcement on the Shaw River Power Station project as
''a bit of a kick in the face'' just before the Melbourne Cup
and the government going into caretaker mode.
''It was released literally at 10 minutes to midnight ... you
basically have announcements which are snuck through
when they [the government] know they are going to get very
little attention or scrutiny,'' Mr Vorchheimer said.
Mr Madden's spokeswoman said the power station decision
''was made when all the information was received and
appropriately assessed''......
......Meanwhile, the Department of Planning has referred to
Melbourne City Council plans for a massive development at
the top end of Collins Street in front of Nauru House.
The chairman of the council's planning committee, Peter
Clarke, said there were concerns about the impact of the
development on the heritage buildings in the precinct.
''It [the proposal] certainly doesn't comply with the design
development overlays within the area,'' he said.
The National Trust's architectural historian, Rohan Storey,
said the development should be built 10 metres back from
the street.....”
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/state-election2010/planning-approvals-rushed-through-2010110217cee.html
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SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

Environment watchdog a 'toothless tiger'
Wednesday, 3 November 2010

The Advertiser
BY GOYA BENNETT AND TARA MURRAY
29 Oct, 2010 12:24 PM

“WILLIAMSTOWN resident Greg Murray has branded the
Environment Protection Authority a ‘‘toothless tiger’’
following an open house session as part of a review into
policing and enforcement of environmental law.....
.......”
http://www.maribyrnongweekly.com.au/news/local/news/gen
eral/environment-watchdog-a-toothless-tiger/1980195.aspx
Comment:
Aren't EPA "buffers" considered by developers for "amenity"
rather than for the protection of residents? Are EPA buffers
rigidly mandated and reinforced? Rather than just looking at
Brooklyn and Altona (these residents definitely need
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…/Entries/2010/11/3_Environment_watchdog_a_toothless_tiger.html
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appropriate protections), what about Williamstown, Yarraville
and Newport too? What about Port Phillip Woollen Mills
site? What are Council, State Government, EPA and
Worksafe doing to protect our jobs / protecting industry by
mandating appropriate buffer zones around industry and
making developers tow the line?
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SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

Lobbyists blast tower 'deals'
Wednesday, 3 November 2010

The Advertiser
BY GOYA BENNETT
03 Nov, 2010 01:00 AM

“SAVE Williamstown lobbyists are calling for a moratorium
on significant development amid fears that Hobsons Bay
Council could be warming to the idea of the Williamstown
towers.
Nelson Place Village Pty Ltd plans to build four residential
towers, from seven to 13 storeys, on the former Port Phillip
Woollen Mill site. The height limit now is two to three
storeys.
Save Williamstown spokeswoman Charmian Gaud said the
group was concerned that seven storeys had been
unofficially touted as "a way forward". "We don't want to
comment on rumours and would be very disappointed if the
government and developer are making secret deals with
council staff or councillors," she said. "In fact, if secret deals
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/11/3_Lobbyists_blast_tower_deals.html
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are being negotiated behind the scenes without consulting
the community, we would be prepared to raise this with the
Ombudsman.....
...Following its presentation to the Ports and Environs
Advisory Committee on September 23, Save Williamstown
is also seeking a risk assessment of the site as a "matter of
extreme urgency".......”
http://www.maribyrnongweekly.com.au/news/local/news/gen
eral/lobbyists-blast-tower-deals/1986684.aspx
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SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

Scots to re-enact Willy arrival
Monday, 8 November 2010

175 Years of Williamstown - All clans and interested
people were invited to a Kirk'n' o' the Tartans service
at St Andrews Church, Williamstown, on November
14.
The Advertiser
BY GOYA BENNETT
06 Oct, 2010 03:15 PM

“A SCOTTISH chief will sail into Port Phillip Bay next month,
as Clan Maclean commemorates 175 years of settlement in
Williamstown.
Hugh Maclean was the suburb's first landholder, settling in
the Nelson Place area in 1834.
Sir Lachlan Maclean, baronet of Duart and Movern, will join
in a re-enactment of clansmen arriving in Williamstown.
Gordon McLean, president of the Clan Maclean Association
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/11/8_Scots_to_re-enact_Willy_arrival.html
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in Australia, is among four generations of his family living in
Williamstown.
His family crest bears a striking resemblance to the Timeball
Tower at Point Gellibrand.
Mr McLean said all clans and interested people were invited
to a Kirk'n' o' the Tartans service at StAndrews Church,
Williamstown, on November 14. "Back in the 1700s, when
Scotland and England were at war, the English government
banned the wearing of tartan, banned the playing of
bagpipes and banned the the speaking of Gaelic. During
that time, the Scottish communities were surreptitiously
taking a piece of tartan into church - which is 'kirk' in
Scotland - and getting it blessed."
Other famous clansmen include Dr David Purdie Maclean,
who performed the first autopsy in Williamstown's old
morgue and was a founding member of the former
Williamstown council.
Maclean Street was named in his honour.
His son, Dr Hector Rath Maclean, was port medical officer
and, between he and his father, tended Williamstown's ailing
patients for 80 years.
Captain John McLean was principal superintendent of the
convicts.
Peter McLean established the first ship repair and dry-bulk
area in Williamstown with partner James Kilgour.
Sir Lachlan will disembark from the tall ship Enterprize at
Gem Pier at noon on November 13, followed by the
unveiling of an interpretive panel on the Bay Trail. This will
be followed by a free family afternoon at Seaworks, with
highland dancers and pipers. A dinner and haggis ceremony
will be held at Altona RSL in the evening with, to date, 150
guests confirmed......”
http://www.maribyrnongweekly.com.au/news/local/news/gen
eral/scots-to-reenact-willy-arrival/1960873.aspx#
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Williamstown mills panel says `We're not
waiting'
Sunday, 21 November 2010

The Advertiser
6 NOV 10 @ 06:57AM
BY JAMES TWINING

“A COMMITTEE to recommend planning controls for the
former Port Phillip Woollen Mills site in Williamstown has
been criticised for not awaiting vital information that could
sway its decision.
The Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Advisory Committee
announced last Wednesday it would continue with public
hearings, despite a request by Williamstown Newport
Spotswood Residents Association and Save Williamstown to
postpone hearings.
The groups argued recommendations about buffer zones
between port sites on Point Gellibrand, which include
petrochemical tanks, and the former mill site would be
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…/11/21_Williamstown_mills_panel_says_%60Were_not_waiting.html
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discussed in the Port Ports and Environs Advisory
Committee findings......
.....These findings, to recommend planning and buffer
controls to protect the ports from encroachment of “sensitive
uses”, won’t be made public before the state election on
November 27.
Residents association spokeswoman Ann Morrow
questioned the wisdom of the mills committee continuing
hearings.
“A big bone of contention is how big the buffer zone
(between the tanks and mill site) should be.
“The developers want it to be as narrow as possible and
residents, who know this region has form when it comes to
leakage of chemicals, want it to be secure and safe,” she
said.
“How can you decide on the height and density of a building
until you know the answer to that question?”
Dr Morrow said residents resented being called NIMBYs
(not-in-my-backyard) by those pushing high-rise towers on
the mills site.
“If there is a catastrophic event down at Point Gellibrand,
that won’t occur in the developers’ backyard,” she said.
“That will be in our backyard. We’re calling them NIMBYs
because they do not seem ... to be taking seriously the very
real prospect of catastrophic event that could occur when
1000-plus extra people are plonked within high-rise
buildings at the tip of a narrow peninsula near petroleum
tanks.”......”
http://hobsons-bayleader.whereilive.com.au/news/story/williamstown-millspanel-to-continue/
Should the committee postpone its hearings? Leave your
thoughts
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SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

A non-stop Premier's diary reveals a media
magnet
Monday, 22 November 2010

The Age
November 20 2010
David Rood
“QUESTION: According to the Premier's diary, which group
or issue takes up most of John Brumby's time?
ANSWER: The media.
After an eight-month wait for a reply to a freedom-ofinformation request, The Age has finally received an edited
version of the Premier's appointment diary for his first six
working weeks of this year.
The diary extract showed a non-stop Premier using every
waking moment - from a 7.39am interview from home on
Radio National to 9pm appearances at business dinners.
The document lists 200 events or meetings in six weeks, not
including appointments The Age was prevented from
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…0/11/22_A_non-stop_Premiers_diary_reveals_a_media_magnet.html
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seeing.....
... The Premier saw businessman Ron Walker.......”
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/state-election-2010/anonstop-premiers-diary-reveals-a-media-magnet-201011191811n.html?skin=text-only
There is no indication in the report in The Age about what
was discussion was held between the Premier and Ron
Walker.
Previous reports indicate Ron Walker has a 50% stake in
Nelson Place Village development.
Towering dissent in Williamstown
Hobsons Bay Leader
9 JUN 09 @ 06:55AM BY JAMES TWINING
“Ms Oldham said the State Government would push for the
development because it was in line with its Melbourne@5
Million policy.
She said Victorian Treasurer John Lenders had met Grand
Prix and Fairfax media chairman Ron Walker to discuss the
development. Mr Walker has a 50 per cent stake in the
development, which would have sweeping views of Port
Phillip Bay.....”
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Why did Melbourne 2030 fail?
Monday, 22 November 2010

Crikey
22 Nov 2010
“The Age editorialises (21/11/10) that Melbourne 2030 is effectively dead
and I agree. The latest nail in the coffin in The Age’s opinion is the apparently burgeoning growth of housing in town- ships and hamlets located
in the peri urban area outside the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB)......
....The key reason in my view is that it blithely assumed that enough
affordable dwellings – mostly town houses and apartments – could be
provided within the established urban areas to avoid the need for the UGB
to be extended.
This objective was never realistic for a number of reasons.
Residents living in established areas are not generally receptive to
redevelopment. Given a choice, most people don’t want the house next
door replaced with multiple dwellings. The plan- ning system recognises
this and imposes restrictions on what can be built within established areas and gives neighbouring residents the right of appeal.
The Government and planners reacted to resident opposition by deciding
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/NEWS/Entries/2010/11/22_Why_did_Melbourne_2030_fail.html
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that larger redevelop- ments should be confined to a small area i.e. activity
centres and major transport corridors. Planners and architects liked this
approach because it emphasised proximity to public transport and created
a sense of urbanity; Government liked it because it took the heat off the
vast bulk of the established suburbs.
However this tactic didn’t do much to increase housing supply. Difficulties
with land assembly combined with planning constraints in activity centres
meant supply was restricted. Only up- market, higher density apartments
were viable.
It costs more to build a two bedroom apartment within the established
suburbs than a three bedroom house with a garden in the Growth Areas.
According to property consultants, Oliver Hulme.......”

http://blogs.crikey.com.au/theurbanist/2010/11/22/why-did-melbourne2030-fail/
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SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

Ted Ballieu responds to Save Williamstown
request to clarify the Liberal stance.
Monday, 22 November 2010

Interestingly there appears to be little support from Liberal
Party Headquarters and the Leader Ted Ballieu for the
Liberal Candidate David McConnell. McConnell has been
circulating a leaflet saying he is against high rise
development in Williamstown.. Looks like Ted Ballieu won’t
commit to anything until after the election.....
All a 3 page SW letter to the opposition leader about the
issues of the Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Site yielded
was a standard “Vote for us” reply. AND a pretty blind leap
that might be with the former Treasurer of the Liberal Party,
Ron Walker having a 50% stake in Evolve Development the developers of the Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Site.
______________________________________________
To Save Williamstown
Thank you for your letter to the Leader of the Opposition,
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…_Save_Williamstown_request_to_clarify_the_Liberal_stance..html
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Ted Ballieu.
As you will likely be aware, writs have now been issued for
the state election to be held on 27 November.
After 11 years of Labor Government failures, Victorians now
have a choice.
Broken promises, increased cost of living pressures, waste
and mismanagement and failing basic services are putting
unnecessary pressures on Victorians.
We hope you will get behind Ted and the Coalition in the
weeks ahead as we seek to take real action to fix the
problems and build the future for Victoria.
Unfortunately, from Opposition, we have limited resources
and may not be able to respond to your letter in detail during
the campaign period, but your comments will be brought to
Ted's attention and I have passed a copy of your letter and
the enclosed disc on to Matthew Guy, Shadow Minister for
Planning, for his attention.
If you would like to see more detailed policy information
please go to
www.tedbaillieu.com.au or www.vic.liberal.org.au
Thank you for taking the time to contact Ted.
Sharon Kent
Office of the Leader of the Opposition
Reply Baillieu.pdf
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SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

LIBERAL PARTY DECEIVING LOCALS ON
HIGH RISE DEVELOPMENT PLANS FOR
WILLIAMSTOWN
Tuesday, 23 November 2010

STATEMENT BY WADE NOONAN
If the Liberal Party were so committed to opposing high rise
development in Williamstown, why didn’t they make a
submission on the Port Phillip Woollen Mills proposal? And,
why hasn’t their local Liberal Party candidate attended any
of the public rallies?
I’ve demonstrated my commitment to this community by
standing shoulder-to-shoulder with them at each and every
public rally. Together with Joan Kirner, and a prominent local
architect, I prepared a comprehensive submission on the
Woollen Mills development which makes clear my support
for a well-designed, medium density, low rise development
for the site. I’ve also emphasised the need to recognise the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_William…ALS_ON_HIGH_RISE_DEVELOPMENT_PLANS_FOR_WILLIAMSTOWN.html
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heritage value of Williamstown, protect local jobs, and
consider the potential impact of the site’s proximity to a
major hazard facility.
Despite what the Liberal Party says, it has already revealed
its true approach to high rise in Williamstown – as an
“extremely attractive proposition”.
Liberal Western Metropolitan MP, Bernie Finn, stood up in
the Victorian Parliament and suggested the State
Government sell off the two high rise public housing towers
in Williamstown to private developers.
Mr Finn stated, “In the hands of developers, these housing
ministry towers could be converted very quickly and very
easily into multi-million dollar precincts with potential buyers
falling over themselves to get hold of a unit in these towers.”
(Parliamentary Hansard, 21/08/08).
He also stated, “Those two towers would be an extremely
attractive proposition for developers, with great views of the
city and so close to everything. It’s about realising the true
value of those properties, they are very valuable pieces of
real estate.” (Williamstown Advertiser, 27/08/08).
The Liberal Party continues to stand by Mr Finn’s
suggestion to sell off these towers to private developers.
This approach would set a precedent for private residential
high rise, meaning open slather for all future tower
developments in Williamstown.
For the Liberal Party to now say they will stop high rise
development plans in Williamstown is deceitful and
hypocritical.
Our local community has followed this issue very closely
and won’t be fooled by the Liberal Party’s eleventh hour bid
to deceive them with hollow statements or false promises.
Yours sincerely,
Wade Noonan
Labor Member for Williamstown
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Draft Minutes from Hobsons Bay Council
November 16 - Public Question Time
Tuesday, 23 November 2010

11 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
J Power Williamstown 3016
Q.
Could the Council commission a risk assessment on the
Point Gellibrand precinct and submit a report on that
assessment to the Planning Advisory Committee on the
future of the former Port Phillip Woollen Mills site?
A.
The issue of undertaking a risk assessment was raised at
the Directions Hearing of the Advisory Committee. The
Committee indicated it would hear evidence from Mobil on
this matter but has not directed that a full risk assessment
be carried out at this point.
Undertaking a full risk assessment would require access to
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstow…_Hobsons_Bay_Council_November_16_-_Public_Question_Time.html
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business operations of Mobil and others. The Council would
not be able to gain access to confidential information from
these industries to enable a full risk assessment to be
carried out. This may be an issue the Advisory Committee
will provide further advice/direction on as the Hearing
proceeds. The Committee has the authority through the
Terms of Reference from the Minister for Planning Terms of
Reference to request this level of detail/evidence.
S Orange and C Gaud Williamstown3016
Q.
Further to the letter to the Council from Save Williamstown
requesting the Council’s assistance and direction in
facilitating an urgent risk assessment of the major hazard
facility at Point Gellibrand, a proper risk assessment is
requested to ensure any development is appropriate from an
OH & S perspective and that a comprehensive community
action plan be established in preparation for any major
incident occurring at the heritage peninsula of Williamstown.
A.
The Advisory Committee through its Terms of Reference is
better placed and has the authority to call the nominated
parties together to deal with the issue of a risk assessment.
The Committee can also gain access to information that
would be needed from respective industries and authorities.
The Council would not have the authority to request this
level of information to complete a risk assessment as
requested by the Group.
S Orange Williamstown 3016
Q.Further to comments made at the Council meeting by the
Director Planning and Environment in response to Cr Altair’s
question, i.e. the risk assessment for the Point Gellibrand
site. The issue raised tonight and at the Port Phillip Woollen
Mills Advisory Committee Directions hearing and letter to the
Council is in fact a new issue relating to the issue of fuel
importation safety and risk assessment.
Will the Council please review this issue and not just the
issue of buffer zones for the tank farm (which is also
important)? Fuel importation should require greater scrutiny.
A.
Council officers will consider this new matter and provide a
further detailed response to Ms Orange.
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