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Evolve’s Director Kris Daff shakes hands with Planning
Minister Matthew Guy & Mr Guy does a bit of Evolve’s digging
Saturday, 3 November 2012
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Facebook picture of Planning Minister Matthew Guy, digging the first soil at The Woods Project

http://wonderofthewoods.com.au/content/evolve-goes-greenfield
“Australian Financial Review
23rd August 2012
EVOLVE GOES GREENFIELD
Despite a flat market for greenfield land n Melbourne’s outer suburbs,
Evolve Development has launcged stage one of an $800 million
project in the outer north.
The Ron Walker-backed development group plans to have
construction under wat early next year. “The Woods” is on the edge of
Melbourne’s urban growth boundary and when finished will be the site
of 2000 homes. The project is the first to sell from Evolve’s 10,000-lot
land bank....”

SW comment
Matthew Guy shakes an Evolve Development director’s hand on The
Woods Project. The Minister even was the first to dig the soil on this
project. It would be interesting to know if the conversation turned to the
Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Site development and whether the
minister’s has agreed to drive the mechanical digger when the Former
Port Phillip Woollen Mill Buildings are demolished...?
Below: 2012 Suzanne Jones-Northey - Evolve’s Public Relations
representative of SooziJones PR with Planning Minister Matthew Guy
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And in 2009 introducing developers to the previous Planning Minister
Justin Madden

MORE NEWS ON EVOLVE’S INVESTMENT IN THE WOODS AND
SUMMERHILL
In the News
Melbourne price softening bites hard
http://www.oliverhume.com.au/news/item/261

“Land in Melbourne’s growth corridors for housing is the cheapest it has
been since before the 2010 spike, with the net land price now $195,750,
according to research from Oliver Hume.
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The price drop has bitten buyers at settlement, when their bank tells
them more enquiry is needed to settle because their lands value has
fallen........
.....Evolve Developments, backed by heavyweight Ron Walker, is
marketing two projects in Melbourne’s northern growth corridor. Director
Kris Daff said The Woods at Mickleham had been on the market for 10
weeks and more than 60 lots had sold. He said sales showed that wellpriced quality product was still selling in a tough market. Although sales
were slower in Evolve’s Summerhill project, in Epping, prompting price
corrections, he did not expect further discounting......
.......Kris Daff said Evolve had also cut back on incentives based on
market trends. “If you have a good sticker price, customers can see
through the incentives in the market,” he said........”

http://www.oliverhume.com.au/news/item/261
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1993 Greenpeace Warning “Oil threat to Victorian waters”
Monday, 12 November 2012

See article below
“The risk of a major oil spill in Australian waters in the next 10 years are
better than 50-50, according to the federal government....”
Green Left Weekly
Wednesday, November 24, 1993 - 11:00
“MELBOURNE — Community groups and environmentalists are
highlighting the threat to Port Phillip and Westernport Bays by the oil
industry and the danger to the Altona and Williamstown area from the
proposed expansion of the Mobil Altona refinery.
A meeting on Cowes, Phillip Island, organised by the Phillip Island
Conservation Society, called for all development of the new crude oil
terminal at Crib Point to be halted until environmental impact
assessments had been carried out.
Speakers highlighted the damage that oil spills could cause to the
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…2_1993_Greenpeace_Warning_Oil_threat_to_Victorian_waters.html
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unique environment of Westernport Bay. Crude oil spills could go almost
anywhere in the bay, and some marine organisms are sensitive to only 1
part per million of dispersed oil.
Margaret Hancock, president of the Phillip Island Conservation Society,
commented, "The Exxon Valdez spill in Alaska clearly highlights the
destructive power of oil spills. We need better protection, including a
legislated, permanent, community-based consultative body."
The campaign in Williamstown and Altona involves the Coalition Against
Refinery Expansion, the Hazardous Materials Action Group,
Greenpeace and the Western Independent Network. A public meeting
on November 16 condemned the proposed expansion of Mobil's Altona
refinery and the related use of Point Gellibrand and Breakwater piers for
the handling of oil and butadiene.
The meeting discussed the risk study of the expansion — suppressed
by Labor and Liberal governments — which found the risk
"unacceptable". The existing plant is also unsafe, according to
Greenpeace, with the leaking of 54,000 litres of gas oil by the Altona
refinery on November 12.
The Point Gellibrand risk assessment reported that in a worst case
scenario involving an explosion at the pier, everything within a kilometre
would be devastated. The explosion of a road tanker carrying butadiene
through shopping and residential areas of Williamstown could cause
damage for 200 metres to either side. The Mobil expansion will also
cause an increase in sulphur dioxide released into the atmosphere.
The Coalition Against Refinery Expansion pointed out that the claim that
the expansion would produce jobs was an attempt to "bully workers and
communities into silence". In fact, "the expansion of the refinery will lead
to significant job losses through technological change and
restructuring".
The two campaigns are linked by a Greenpeace campaign on the risks
of crude oil for our coasts and bays. Greenpeace points out the
inadequacy of existing oil spill procedures. The risk of a major oil spill in
Australian waters in the next 10 years are better than 50-50, according
to the federal government. Even with the most modern equipment,
generally less than 10-15% of oil is ever recovered.
For more information, contact Greenpeace on (03) 415 1944 CARE on
(03) 397 1430, HAZMAG on (03) 687 7027, the Phillip Island
Conservation Council on (059) 522 537.....”
http://www.greenleft.org.au/node/5134
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Oil spill bill - Shipping Leak in 2009 at Pt Gellibrand
Monday, 12 November 2012

See
Marine Safety Investigation Report No 2009/12 - Breakaway from Berth
MT Leyte Spirit Gellibrand Pier Melbourne 21 August 2009.pdf
In 2012 almost half a million dollars in fines have been issued.
See:
Star Williamstown, Altona, Laverton
30th October 2012
“MOBIL and a shipping company have been convicted and fined for a
Williamstown oil spill. Last week, the Environment Protection Agency
issued a statement which said
Mobil Refining Australia and Teekay Navion Offshore Loading have
been found guilty after a 2009 oil spill at the Gellibrand Terminal.
The Melbourne Magistrates' Court has ordered Mobil to pay $150,000 to
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…12_Oil_spill_bill_-_Shipping_Leak_in_2009_at_Pt_Gellibrand.html
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the Port Phillip EcoCentre for the Bay Care Action and Awareness
Project – plus EPA court costs of $135,000.
Magistrate Angela Bolger found Mobil guilty of causing an
environmental hazard on 21 August 2009.
The oil spill occurred after high winds caused a ship’s loading arm to
fracture and spill oil into the ocean, causing a six- day clean-up
operation.
In a separate hearing on 30 April this year, the ship’s owner Teekay
Navion Offshore Loading was ordered to pay $100,000 towards an
environmental project and $100,000 in costs to EPA.
After the oil spill, around 180kg of liquid crude oil was recovered from
the sea near Gellibrand Pier and more oil washed ashore near the St
Kilda penguin colony.
The EPA CEO John Merritt said large penalties could be enforced when
companies failed to take their environmental responsibilities seriously.
“EPA takes all circumstances involving the discharge of oil very
seriously,” Mr Merritt said.
“Oil pollution can have severe repercussions to Victoria’s coastline and
waterways. It is fortunate the spill was relatively small.”....”

http://www.starnewsgroup.com.au/star/williamstown-altonalaverton/372/story/155468.html
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History or relevant today? In 1993 Greenpeace obtained
leaked report “Secret report declares Mobil facilities unsafe”
Monday, 12 November 2012

Green Left Weekly
Wednesday, October 13, 1993 - 10:00

“Secret report declares Mobil facilities unsafe”
“By Vannessa Hearman
Melbourne — A leaked government report, which was suppressed by
both Labor and Liberal state governments, declares Mobil's
Williamstown facilities and its controversial expansion plans unsafe.
The report, released on September 27 by a coalition of community and
environment groups, was commissioned under the state Labor
government in April 1992 after community protests. It analysed the
short-term risks of fires and explosions posed by Mobil's Gellibrand
dock installation and the Breakwater pier, used mainly by the Altona
Petrochemical Company to unload petroleum products, crude oil and
chemical substances.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…aked_report_Secret_report_declares_Mobil_facilities_unsafe.html
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Gellibrand pier and the Gellibrand tank compound are used by Mobil for
the unloading of crude oil and petroleum products. There are five tanks
in the compound, holding around 1.5 million litres of crude oil.
The study found that a fire or explosion in the case of a loading arm
failure could reach up to one kilometre around the site. Fire in the tanks
occurs with "not insignificant frequency", and there is a one in 10,000
chance per year of a roof fire on the tanks.
The Breakwater pier is used 15% of the time by the Altona
Petrochemical Company to unload and transfer butadiene into tankers
to be transported to the company's plant. The route of the tankers pass
through residential areas, including schools. Flash fires could extend up
to around 200 metres from the scene of an accident involving
butadiene, the report found.
In an outline of the worst-case scenario of an explosion while oil was
being transferred into or from the five tanks, the report warns of a
possible fireball up to a kilometre in diameter. The study failed to
consider the adjoining ship building dockyards, which store large
quantities of LPG.
The report unequivocally concludes that the two facilities are considered
"risk unacceptable" and suggests that for them to meet the "applied
group risk criterion", population density would have to be reduced.
Paul Adams from the Hazardous Materials Action Group (HAZMAG)
warns that a repeat of the 1991 chemical disaster at Coode Island
storage facility, also in Melbourne's western suburbs, could occur and
expose workers and residents to high levels of risk if the government
and the petrochemical companies are not made accountable for the
state of the facilities. According to Adams, the solution is to phase out
chemicals such as butadiene.
The 100-page report was commissioned for the Occupational Health
and Safety Authority of Victoria to analyse risks for workers and
residents in the area in the event of accidents at the dock installation.
However, it was based on the current volume of tanker movements and
did not consider the impact of Mobil's refinery expansion, given approval
last year by the Kirner government. With this expansion, Mobil will
switch from processing Gippsland light crude oil to the heavier Middle
Eastern crude.
According to Julianne Scott, spokesperson for Coalition Against
Refinery Expansion (CARE), this will lead to a greater number of large
oil tanker movements through Port Phillip Bay, increasing the risk of
accidents. Despite the report's findings that the pier facilities do not
meet the Occupational Health and Safety Authority risk criteria
guidelines, the Labor and Liberal state governments kept this a secret
and fast-tracked the Mobil expansion.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…aked_report_Secret_report_declares_Mobil_facilities_unsafe.html
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Despite continual requests by Williamstown Council, community and
environment groups, the report has been withheld by the government.
The highly publicised release by activists from Greenpeace, CARE and
HAZMAG was made after the confidential report was sent anonymously
to the Melbourne office of Greenpeace.
Both former premier Joan Kirner and Phil Gude, minister for industry
and employment, underplay the extent of the risk involved, while Gude
concedes in a Melbourne Age report that he is concerned with not
jeopardising Mobil's proposed $200 million investment.
From GLW issue 118.....”
http://www.greenleft.org.au/node/5446
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History or relevant today? 1993 Greenpeace obtained leaked
report “Risk report on Mobil reversed”
Tuesday, 13 November 2012

Green Left Weekly
Wednesday, November 3, 1993 - 11:00
By Wendy Robertson

“Risk report on Mobil reversed”
“MELBOURNE — The consultants who reported that Mobil's
Williamstown refinery expansion plans did not meet state safety
guidelines have reversed their findings following a demand by the
Victorian government that they review their original study.
The Sydney-based firm Quantarisk reported last April that people living
within one kilometre of Mobil's Gellibrand Pier installation, in the suburb
of Williamstown, would be at risk if there was an explosion or flash fire.
Suppressed by both the former Kirner Labor government and the
present Kennett Coalition government, the report was obtained and
released three weeks ago by Greenpeace.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/…eace_obtained_leaked_report_Risk_report_on_Mobil_reversed.html
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Now it transpires that industry minister Phil Gude asked Quantarisk to
"review additional data supplied by the company" after private talks with
the operators of both the Gellibrand and Breakwater pier installations,
Mobil and Kemcor. In a letter to the former premier and MLA for
Williamstown, Joan Kirner, dated October 15, Gude claimed that the
data provided by the companies for the new report included:
•
•
•

new information on the "technical treatment of flammable vapors
from crude oil spills and the heat generated by large oil fires";
a range of new risk-reduction measures already completed at the
facilities;
a clarification of operation procedures during ship-to-shore
transfers, the major source of risk mentioned in the original report.

The new eight-page report was described by Gude as an addendum to
the original 100-page document, but it reverses the finding that there
were unacceptable risks arising from Mobil's expansion plans.
Matt Ruchel, Greenpeace's community campaigner, told Green Left
Weekly that "it seems very convenient that the government has come
up with new data provided by Mobil and Kemcor. It smacks of a
'greenwash'."
Greenpeace is demanding an "independent peer review" of the
amended report. This would involve three independent people looking at
the new findings.
Ruchel said that findings in new overseas reports, that the amount of
vapours released from certain storage tanks was unlikely to be of a level
that could be ignited, were dubious. Similar oil tanks had ignited in the
recent fire at Sydney's Kurnell refinery, he said.....”
http://www.greenleft.org.au/node/5304
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Sky’s the limit for Ron Walker - not content with Walker’s
Towers in the MHF zone at Pt Gellibrand he wants to build
the tallest tower in Melbourne at the Railyards.
Monday, 19 November 2012

Save Williamstown commentary:
Before planning permission has been granted for high rise in
Williamstown, ex Liberal Party Treasurer, Ron Walker, it seems has
been talking with Matthew Guy and Ted Baillieu about his concepts for
the tallest tower in Melbourne and it is not at Point Gellibrand (PHEW!)
but over the railyards in the city centre.
At least that isn’t putting residents at risk in the safety zone of a Major
Hazard Facility and fuel importation.
Go for it Ron we beg you to take your attention away from
Williamstown!!!
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/-29jb5.html
THE AGE - NOVEMBER 18, 2012

Walker's plan for tallest tower on rail yards
ROYCE MILLAR AND CAMERON HOUSTON
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“MELBOURNE major events supremo Ron Walker has launched a
behind-the-scenes pitch to the Baillieu government for a multibilliondollar development over the Jolimont rail yards, including the city's
tallest skyscraper.
The plan puts Mr Walker in direct competition with construction giant
Daniel Grollo, who is lobbying for his vision of a civic and commercial
precinct above the rail yards east of Federation Square......
......Revelation of the Walker scheme - and the fact that the former
Liberal Party treasurer is already lobbying in Spring Street ahead of a
formal tender - is likely to be uncomfortable for Premier Ted Baillieu,
renowned as a stickler for process and for his caution in dealing with
business.
Mr Walker, a former lord mayor, confirmed that he had spoken to Mr
Baillieu about his Jolimont scheme.
''Like all things in life, if you have an idea and it's a good idea for
Melbourne, it's behoven upon the individual to take it to the government
to see what they think about it,'' he said......
.....Mr Walker has spruiked his scheme's commercial tower as
Melbourne's tallest.
Another source said the Walker tower was problematic because of
overshadowing of the Yarra River. The government has announced
tough new planning controls along the river, including the stretch
adjacent to the rail yards, to protect it from encroaching development
and overshadowing........”

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/national/start-in-sight-forfederation-square-east-project/story-fndo2dsc-1226518776427
Start in sight for Federation Square East project
by: James Campbell
From: Sunday Herald Sun November 18, 2012 12:00AM
“THE long-delayed development of Federation Square East is expected
to get under way next year, with the Baillieu Government tipped to call
for expressions of interest before Christmas.
Plans for the site are said to include open parkland, high-rise towers as
well as low-rise development.
The area has been slated for development for more than a decade,
since the completion of Federation Square in the early 2000s.
Liberal Party senior powerbroker Ron Walker's Evolve Development
Group is one of four consortiums believed to have had discussions with
the State Government over plans for the site......
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…_to_build_the_tallest_tower_in_Melbourne_at_the_Railyards..html
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......Mr Walker's bid is understood to include a high-rise tower that would
include apartments and commercial space, as well as galleries and
public open space......
......Planning Minister Matthew Guy said that the Government was
committed to an open bidding process, to be managed by Major
Projects Victoria.
Mr Guy rejected suggestions Mr Walker's involvement in one of the bids
would influence the Government's decision.
"Any suggestion of favouritism in a process that is yet to be determined
is ludicrous," he said......”
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Hot planning issue as solar left in shade
Monday, 19 November 2012

THE AGE

Jason Dowling November 18, 2012
“HOME owners are calling for solar panels to be protected with new
planning rules and compensation should a neighbour build up and block
sunlight to rooftops.
Victorian residents spending thousands of dollars installing solar power
systems to offset escalating electricity prices now have no protection for
their investment.
There have been more than 142,000 roof-top solar systems installed in
Victoria since 2000 - one in 15 Victorian homes now has solar panels.
The shading of solar panels as Melbourne's housing density increases
is becoming a hot planning issue.
Planning and building regulations protect north-facing windows and
shading of back yards but do not specifically address the shading of
solar panels.........”
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…ries/2012/11/19_Hot_planning_issue_as_solar_left_in_shade.html
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http://m.theage.com.au/victoria/hot-planning-issue-as-solar-left-inshade-20121117-29j1g.html

Save Williamstown commentary:
People in Cecil St with Solar Panels on their roofs risk losing the benefit
if Ron Walkers towers are erected at the Former Port Phillip Woollen
Mill Site. We appealed to the Port Phillip Woollen Mill Advisory
Committee to make that a condition of the planning permit but Matthew
Guy chose to ignore a lot of the submissions in setting up Planning
Scheme Amendment C86
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Evolve Developer seeks demolition of Heritage Nugget
Factory - asking VCAT to overturn HBCC decision
Monday, 19 November 2012

VCAT P3193/2012 - application for review of Hobsons Bay Council’s
rejection of application to demolish the Nugget Factory and clear the
land around it. - HBCC Ref: PA1225139
NUGGETT Factory Alert - part of Former Port Phillip Woollen Mill Site
development PAS C86 is threatened with demolition.
Council rejected the developer's application to knock down the Nugget
Factory and URBIS/EVOLVE have gone straight to VCAT to get the
decision reviewed. So number 3 of 17 applications has found its way to
VCAT - so much for Matthew Guy saying Council will decide these
planning matters.
If any objectors haven't received paperwork from URBIS send an email
to:

file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown…_Nugget_Factory_-_asking_VCAT_to_overturn_HBCC_decision.html
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and we will forward the documents.
There is an important matter being considered in the Supreme Court in
which Stonnington Council is challenging VCAT giving less importance
to multiple objections. Guy adds weight to objections over Armadale
complex YES MINISTER - ALL objectors voices should be heard by
VCAT.
VCAT has strict time limits and the developer is asking for a short
hearing. The Nuggett Factory is heritage as has been explained
previously and this is HERITAGE WILLIAMSTOWN.. Loved by tourists
as witnessed by thousands last weekend... No room for 2000 more
residents on the Pt Gellibrand Peninsula.
See List of applications and their progress to date:
STATUS OF PLANS
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MInister Releases Ports and Environs Advisory Committee
report but destroys credibility with his response
Saturday, 24 November 2012

WebPage updated because the Department of Planning & Community
Development have removed the Minister’s Response and Advisory
Committee Report from their website links.
Victoria State Government 22 May 2012
Planning Minister has released the Ports and Environs Advisory
Committee Report and his response which singles out the Point
Gellibrand community for rejecting protection from Port Activities.
FULL - Ports and Environs Advisory Committee Final Report.doc.pdf
Ports-and-Environs-Advisory-Committee-Minister-Response220512.pdf
Another “good” report by professional panelists on an Advisory
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Williamstown/N…mmittee_report_but_destroys_credibility_with_his_response.html

Page 1 of 2

SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

14/11/2014 12:39 pm

Committee is being overturned by ministerial edict. The advice of
“powerful” officers in the Department of Planning and Community
Development continues to overturn the rational professional advice
and community consultation process. If there is ever major shipping
or MHF incident at Point Gellibrand, the Williamstown Community
knows exactly who to blame for inaction. It will not be the Advisory
Committees but it will be a misinformed and misled Minister. The
people who live in the Williamstown community deserve better than a
minister who appears to bend over backwards to suit the needs of a
private developer. There were clear recommendations from the
Advisory Committee re all the ports in Victoria and that included
specific logical rational recommendations for Point Gellibrand
Williamstown but Matthew Guy rejected the recommendations.
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SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

MINISTER, FACE THE COMMUNITY OVER
WILLIAMSTOWN DEVELOPMENT - HARTLAND
Wednesday, 28 November 2012

THE GREENS
Colleen Hartland’s speech Legislative Council - 27 November 2012
“SPEECH — My adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister
for Planning. Residents’ group Save Williamstown has organised a
public rally at 11.00 a.m. on 8 December at the Williamstown Mechanics Institute. The Williamstown community is facing a
development proposal with no height limits and developers wanting to
build a high-rise building with 813 dwellings that will house
approximately 2000 people. The site used to have strict heritage
controls and a three- storey height limit. However, the proposed
Williamstown high-rise building will tower over the surrounding areas
of Williamstown and will be out of place and out of character with
heritage values. An extra 2000 people will put a strain on services
such as health care, child care, schools and public transport.
file:///Users/charmian/Sites/Nov%203%202014/Save_Willia…COMMUNITY_OVER_WILLIAMSTOWN_DEVELOPMENT_-_HARTLAND.html

Page 1 of 2

SAVE WILLIAMSTOWN

14/11/2014 12:40 pm

The Age reported that the Minister for Planning is introducing tough
controls along the Yarra River to protect the waterway from being
overrun by inappropriate development. The newspa- per reported that
Minister Guy has conceded that the river is at risk of encroachment
and re- quires new strict rules to limit overdevelopment and
inconsistent planning decisions along its edge. To me this sounds like
Williamstown. However, it appears that the minister’s new con- trols
do not apply to the Williamstown section of the river, where a high-rise
building is pro- posed at the mouth of the river. Not only is the height
and density of the development inappro- priate, it is also in close
proximity to a shipyard and a hazardous facility. Part of the proposed
development is less than 300 metres from the fuel tanks, which raises
serious concerns for safety and evacuation in the case of an
explosion.
Serious concerns have been raised in a report produced by explosion
and dispersion consultan- cy, GexCon Australia, and Williamstown’s
chemical engineers and expert witnesses, I F Thomas & Associates.
Residents have invited Minister Guy to attend the rally and talk to the
people who are directly affected. I understand Mr Elsbury will be
attending. The action I seek is that the minister attends the community
forum and answers the community’s questions.”
http://vicmps.greens.org.au/content/minister-face-community-overwilliamstown-development-hartland
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